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6 Around the world three letters send a chill down the spine of the enemy: SAS 
And those letters spell out one clear message: don’t mess with Britain? 


• ■ 

Tories salute 



-DONALD MACINTYRE 

PoTitical Editor 

Michael Portillo yesterday re- 
: asserted his claim to the future 
Conservative leadership with a 

- shamelessly theatrical appeal to 
..'the nationalist sentiment of the 

party’s right wing and a promise 
• to reset moves towards a Eu- 
ropean Union defence policy. 
.. Mr Portillo's pledge not to 
join a “single European 
army” and declaration that 
UK servicemen were ready to 
give their lives for Britain but 
“not for Brussels" came as 
the climax of a day that had 
seen the party at last begin to 
reunite over Europe in 
anticipation of the coming 
general election. 

Mr Portillo emerged the 
undisputed champion of the 
conference's first day with a 
speech that was authorised by 
John Major and which 
delighted most activists by 
invoking the spirit erf the SAS, 
seeking to repel Labour’s 
daifo to be the patriotic party 
and wi t h e ou gty raockirtg the 
EU*s competence to handle 
issues qf&fieacc. .. 

- The ! Defiance Secretary 
appeared to. set 'fresh. Emits to 
tentative British involvement 
in moves already under way 
to increase European 
intergovernmental co-op- 
eration on defence by 
declaring that “it would be 
absurd, as some of our 
partners are urging, to try to 
merge our defence - co- 
operation into the European 
Community”. The wildly 
enthusiastic reception for his 
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would respond to any 
moves . towards further 
integration “with a cool 
assessment of where the 
balance o£ British interest is 
to be found”. 

The Foreign Secretary 
derided the idea that Britain’s 
insistence on protecting its 
own interests would mean a 
loss of influence or a two- 
speed Europe, adding in an 
Mho of his. Chatham House 
speech last month that “while 
influence is a crucial objective 
of foreign policy it is a means 
to an end, not an end to 
itself”. . He amplified his 
speech - which also received 
a .standing ovation - . by 
making dear afterwards that 
Britain would resist any 
extension of qualified 
majority voting at next year’s 
i : inter-governmental confer- 
; enceontheEU’s future. 
j&S ' ' Wfth LcwdTfcbhit, and eves 
I^Namnan Lampn^ the former 
’ Chancellor,- welcoming -the 


speech -if not itedeBbeaatdy-^%«mt shift I. ,, 
populist content - over- sceptic rhewrie by 
shadowed Malcolm Riflrind,' ana Mr Rifldnd, ft 
the Rjreifm Secretary, who 


m a .. more, 
measured • conference per- 
fbrmanoe that Britain would 
now work to overcome 
protectionist tendencies with- 
in the US and EU to establish 
a new transatlantic free trade 
accord. 

Mr Rifltiod promised that 
the UK wonla continue to 
work for closer European 
defence co-operation, but 


Major 
was left to 
Joisb Redwood, Mr Major’s 
challenger in the July 
leadership election, to press 
the Prime Minister from the 
conference fringe to go 
further by dedaring that 
“Britain would not join a 
monetary union". 

Tbny Blair, the Labour 
leader, said last night that Mr 
Portillo’s "extreme, juvenile 
and ' ill-informed anti- 
European tirade' 1 showed a 



Right trade RBcKwbI Portato, the 


“complete - ignorance of 
Britain's defence history and 
defence needs”. He added: 
“Nobody in • Britain is ' 
suggesting that we replace the 
British armed forces." 

Bui . in his role as the 
Cabinet's most charismatic 
licensed right-winger, Mr. 
Portillo went a long way. in Ms 
speech towards recovering his 
position as the Thatcherites’ 


champion after ■ seriously 
losing ground as aresufe of 
' Mr Redwood’s boldness in 
resigning from ' the 'Cabinet ; 
and cbaJlenging Mr ' Major, 
and the •buogteti . installation . 

' -of a Portillo caxnpaigp HQ in 
case the contest , went to a 
second ballot f 
■ Mr; Redwood- ■ who 
opened Ms fringe speech last 
night' by dedaring, in wliat 


some delegates took to be a. 
subliminal reference - to Mr 
Portillo’s Spanish ancestry, “I 
am glad I was boro-Briti&h” - 
said that “monetary union is 
now setting country .against 
country and causing untold 
pain in the' economies in 
Europe?. 

Meanwhile, in a speech to 
the Conservative Political 
Centre- last night, Michael 


Howard, the Home Secretary' 
said that while the threat to 
British nationhood from the 
IRA bad abated, that from 
creeping European federal- 
ism and Labour’s plans for 
devolution bad not. 

■ Political jitters took their 
toll of financial markets, with 
£13bn wiped off the value of 
shares at one point yesterday 
afternoon, writes Tom Steven- 
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son. The FTSE-100 index 
closed 50.2 points lower at 
3460.1 as the Conservative 
Party’s flagging fortunes 
compounded a raft of other 
worries dogging the markets. 

The slide in equity markets 
was the worst fall since June, 
sparking fears of the 
stockmarket crashes that have 
historically occurred in 
October. 


Britain to host Bosnia 
talks if ceasefire holds 


MICHAEL SHERIDAN 

Diplomatic Editor 

Britain is to host a Peace Im- 
plementation Conference on 
Bosnia if the ceasefire due in 
Sarajevo last night leads to suc- 
cessful negotiations between 
Serbs, Muslims and Croats. 

Continued fighting and prob- 
lems in the reconn ection of 
gas, electricity- and water to 
the Bosnian capital delayed the 
final ceasefire announcement.. 

But die British, American 
and French governments, are 
now so 'committed to the suc- 
cess of the peace talks that a 
schedule for negotiations, giv- 
ing each nation a role, has . 
boro agreed. 

President Bffl Clmton, the 
driving force behind the peac e 
initiative, wants the warring 
parties to meet in a secret lo- 
cation, somewhere in the 
northwest United States for a 


round of so-called “proximity 
talks." 

If they achieve agreement, 
the scene will move to London, 
where the British Government 
will oversee a conference to dis- 
cuss the task of the new Peace 
Implementation Force. British 
soldiers are expected to join 
around 25,000 US troops sent 
to Bosnia to enforce the peace, 
employing far tougher rules of 
engagement as they take over 
from United Nations forces. 

Announcing the meeting yes- 
terday, the Foreign Secretary, 
Malcolm Rjfldnd, told the Con- 
servative Party conference that 
the meeting would settle the 
role, sfae and duration of the 
force. It would also consider fu- 
ture humanitarian needs, assess 
reconstruction plans and or- 
ganise future elections. 

“Hie people of Bosnia will 
need help in implementing the 
peace agreement and assis- 


tance to reconstruct their coun- 
tries,” Mr Riflrind said. Hie fi- 
nal seal will be set on a treaty 
to end .the war at a full-scale in- 
ternational conference in Paris. 

These grand schemes, how- 
ever, remain so tenuous that no 
date can yet be set for the Lon- 
don conference, although the 
Foreign Office expects that it 
could take place at the end of 
November. 

The United Nations appears 
to have been cut out of foe ne- 
gotiations and its unhappy role 
in the Balkans is clearly wind- 
ing (fown. Yesterday the UN an- 
nounced that its tivuian head of 
Operations in Yugoslavia, Ya- 
girfri Akashi, would leave his 
post in three weeks time. Mr 
Akashi drew bitter criticism 
among US officials and military 
leaders, who disliked his un- 
willingness to authorise air ac- 
tion against the Bosnian Serbs. 

Light in Sarajevo, page 12 


Now QJ Simpson feces 



JOHN CARLIN 

Washington 

You’ve watched- the trial; you've 
seen the television movie; 
you’ve read the books; you’ve 
bought the OJ wristwalcfa. Now 
you can play the game.' 

OJ Simpson, who wiU ba^ 
blessing NBC tonight with.Ms 
first post-trial television inter- 
view, is said to be contemplat- 
ing a civil suit against the 
mannfactureis of a board game, 
called "Squeeze the Juice”. 

In toe game each player takes 
the part of one of Mr Simpson’s : 
six defence lawyers. Players rt>H';' 
dice to advance around the 
board. The winner is the play- 
er/lawyer who collects toe most 
cash from Mr Simpson.- 

While the game'.' can last 
marry hours because toe.V0J . 
Defence Fund” kiheahaustiMe, 
pitfalls exist to ensure that 
sooner or later players go bank- ' 



OJ: Celebrity borrowed to 
make fortunes at Christmas 

nipt and fall away. This can 
happen, for example, as a con- 
sequence of landing once too of- 
ten on- the “contempt of court: 
pay $10,000 fine” square.- . 

Squeeze toe Juice is doin^ a 
roaring trade .in.iCaliforma, 

where 300 toy stores stockiL But 
there is a rival on the way. 


. 'flfie People^ 1 ' 
■JKvk.Gaine” is described 
inventor,' BiE Zuckerof Massa- 
chusetts, as-' “both a learning 
experience and a test of knowl- 
edge”. Each player is a detective 
who moves around toe Los An- 
geles area gathering murder ev- 
idence and answering questions 
such as "What is Judge Lance 
lto’s fa vtJurita hobby?” (collect- 
ing hour glases). 

Mr Zucker says he wHLdaoate 
part of his profits to a shelter for 
battered women but also expects 
to become rich. “We're hoping 
it vrill be the hottest Christmas 
item ofl995," he said. 

A competitor could, 
be a ten-all book by Mark 
Ftihrtnan, toe racist Las Ange- 
les detective who rained toe 
prosecution case. Clearly Mr 
Fuhrman has money coming in 
- ficmscxnewtkxe-pdsabbrap^ 
fisher- for he has been seen this 
..week holidaying in Bermuda. 


in iwiki 


franco hit by pay strike 

More than 3 million of France’s public 
sector workers responded to a can by 
unions for a day of strikes and demons- 
trations yesterday. The day of action se- 
riously disrupted public transport ana 
tducalion, with thousands of schools 
dosed. The primary cause of thestnke 
mis ihcwagc freeze announced by me 
Prime Minister. Alain Juppe- PBfi® 3 


BTfnbifisrow 

British THecom has been 
accused ofbreakingits li- 
cence because it has let 


escalated by telephone 
fraud while d e manding 
payment in full from 
other victims of phone 
hackers. ■ Page 2 


Wbst trial Twrial threat* 

The victim of an alleged sex 

erfcfc Winchester 

Crown' Court yesterday that 
she was threatened with be- 
ing kept alive in toe cellar at 
25 Cromwell Street and then 
buried under the streets of 
Gloucester. Page 2 



Concert hafl poaching row 

Britain's two best known concert 
balls were locked inn vitriolic row 
as the Royal Festival Hall was 
accused of using taxpayers' 
money to poach stars from toe 
Royal Albert HalL-.V. . Page 6 


Magazine 

Women’s magazines have <fe- 
j. generated into “fifth” and be- 
come so obsessed withsex that 
they should be consigned to 
the top shelf, the boss of a. 
model agency said. Page 7 
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j* THE CALYPSO COLLECTION 
FROM MBS 


THE FACE OF TIME 


GOLDSMITHS 


WALK E R & HALL 

THE MARK OF A FINE JEWELLER 
Retail Jeweller of the Year - Best Customer Service 


Maurice Lacroix Swiss Watches, renowned for 
their dials of distinction are available 
at selected branches of the Goldsmiths Group, 
one of the country's leading retail 
jewellers with over a 100 branches nationwide. 

For details of your nearest stockist call 
FREE oh 0800 220733 
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Cromwell Street trial: Woman tells court how she was raped, assaulted and threatened by murder case couple 

Wests ‘told victim she would be buried’ 


WILL BENNETT 

The victim of a sex attack car- 
ried out by Rosemary and Fred- 
erick West told yesterday how 
she was threatened with being 
kept alive in the cellar at 25. 
Cromwell Street, and then 
buried under the streets of 
Gloucester. 

Caroline Owens was in tears 
as she left the witness box at 
Winchester Crown Court after 
giving harrowing evidence of 
bow she was seized by the 
Wests, gagged with tape, bound 
and taken to Cromwell Street 
where she was raped and sexu- 
ally assaulted. 

Mrs Owens, 39, told the 
court that Mr and Mrs West 
were angry with her when she 
tried to make a noise to attract 
the attention of someone else 
who was in the house after the 
attack in December 1972. 

She said: “He told me that he 
would keep me in the cellar and 
let his blade friends use me and 
when they bad finished with me 
he would bury me under the 
paving stones of Gloucester. He 
said there were already hun- 
dreds of girls there and that the 
police would not find me." 

Earlier another witness. Eliz- 
abeth Agius, told the court that 
the Wfests used to go out in their 


car to pick up young girls who 
they’ might be able to get in to 
prostitution and that Mrs West 
went because they were more 
likely to accept a lift. 

Mrs West, 4], denies 10 
charges of murdering girls and 
young women whose remains 
were found at 25 Cromwell 
Street and at the Wests previ- 
ous home in Gloucester. Fred 
West, who was charged with 12 
murders, was found dead in his 
prison cell on New Year’s Day. 

The prosecution alleges that 
seven of the victims were bound 
and gagged and kept alive while 
they were sexually abused and 
that five of these were abduct- 
ed while hitch - hikin g or making 
other journeys and subse- 
quently buried in the cellar at 
25 Cromwell Street. 

Mrs Owens told the jury of 
eight men and four women 
that she was first picked up by 
the Wests when she was hitch- 
hiking in Gloucestershire in 
the autumn of 1972. They of- 
fered her a job as their nanny 
but she left after just five or six 
weeks because she did not like 
Mr West and went back to live 
with her famil y in Cinderford, 
Gloucestershire. 

On 6 December, 1972, she 
was hitch-hiking from Tewkes- 
bury to Qnderford via Glouces- 



Rosemary West, right, and a report In a Gloucestershire newspaper of the Wests' 
conviction in a magistrates court for the sexual assault of Caroline Owens in 1972 


ter when the Wests picked her 
up again. She said Mrs West got 
in the back of the car with her 
and after they left Gloucester 
Mr West asked her if she had 
bad sex with her boyfriend that 
day. Mrs West pul her arm 
round her and started touching 
her breasts. 

Mrs Owens said: “1 think that 
is when Fred said “what are her 
tits like’. She started to grab 
hold of me grinning and laugh- 
ing, not a nice laugh. Then she 
started to grab me between 
the legs. He pulled up and 


turned round in his seat and we 
were struggling with each oth- 
er and I was Crying to get ber off 
and he turned round and start- 
ed punching me and calling me 
names like 'bitch'." said Mis 
Owens. She said she was then 
knocked unconscious. 

“When 1 came round my 
arms had been lied behind my 
back with a scarf and they had 
tape around my head all the way 
round my mouth and the back 
of my head. It was a gag. Rose 
was bolding me and Fred was 
putting the tape round." 


Sometimes biting her lip as 
she relived terr ordeal under the 
impassive gaze of Mrs West just 
across the court room. Mrs 
Owens said: “I didn't thmk I was 
going to go home again " 

She said the Wests drove 
her to 25 Cromwell Street, Mrs 
West continuing to touch her 
between her legs and there she 
was taken to an upstairs room 
where Mr' West lock the gag off. 
catting her face with a knife 
which he used to remove it. 

Mis Owens said she was then 
undressed, gagged this time 


with cotton wool and blind- 
folded. She was sexually as- 
sauteed and while Mrs West hdd 
her legs apart Mr Wsst beat her 
genital area with a belt. 

She said Mrs West then per- 
formed oral sex on her and lat- 
er Mr West raped her when his 
wife was out of the room. She 
said that afterwards “Fred start- 
ed crying and said he was sor- 
ry he had done it. He said I was 
there for Rose’s pleasure." 

While her attackers slept 
Mrs Owens, still bound and 
naked, said she tried to escape 
but could not lift the window. 

The following morning she 
heard another man's voice hi 
the house and tried to make a 
noise to attract his attention bur 
Mrs West put a pillow over her 
face and it was after that that 
the threat to keep her in the cel- 
lar was made. "I was scared 
frightened to death," said Mrs 
Owens. 

She was then astonished to be 
offered her old job back and 
accepted because this was her 
chance to escape. She went 
home and told her mother 
about the attack and she called 
in the police. 

Earlier the court was told by 
Mrs Agius, a neighbour at the 
West's previous home at 25 
Midland Road, Gloucester, how 


Oftel warns BT to 
waive hacking bills 


CHARLES ARTHUR 

Technology Correspondent 

British Telecom has been 
accused by the telecoms regu- 
lator, Oftel, of breaking its 
licence, because it has let some 
victims of telephone fraud off 
their bills while demanding 
payment in full from others. . 

BT has only given this pref- 
erential treatment to companies 
that have bought the BT Merid- 
ian switchboard - described by 
one telephone hacker as being 
as secure as “a car which has no 
locks and just a switch for the 
ignition". 

Telephone hackers can re- 
programme' fadlines in com- 
puterised switchboards over 
the phone, letting them make 
calls to any number in the 
world, for any length of time. 
The bills go on to the compa- 
ny's account. The Meridian 
switchboard was especially easy 
to reprogramme because its 
four-digit codes could be 
guessed easily. 

BT became abruptly aware of 
the flaws in the system last 
year when a number of com- 
panies discovered hackers using 


their system. One company 
with almost 50 external phone 
lines found that every one was 
busy at 4am as hackers ex- 
ploited its weaknesses. 

BT is understood to have sub- 
sequently waived bills run up by 
telephone hackers in at least 
four organisations, including 
an oil company based near 
London, a national computer 
recruitment agency, the British 
arm of an American entertain- 
ment corporation, and a large 
Scottish company. All used the 
Meridian switchboard. But BT 
has refused to waive a £20,000 
bill caused by hacking atlhch- 
nocom. based in Slough, which 
uses a switchboard bought from 
a different company. 

Oftel has now told BT it 
should grant a similar waiver to 
Technoconi. In a letter to Tech- 
nocom it says: “Not to do so 
would put BT in breach of its 
licence condition on undue dis- 
crimination." But BT insists 
that the waivers were “a mis- 
take" and that its standard pol- 
icy is to enforce payment of bills. 
It is contesting Oftel’s decision. 

David Guthrie, managing di- 
rector of Technocom, said yes- 


terday: “BT is giving credit to 
these people who bought 
Meridian, and that's unfair. 
The money they give to them 
could go to reducing everyone 
else’s bills. " 

He added: “1 think that they 
gave a couple of people this 
waiver and that when more 
came along they realised they 
had opened Pandora’s Box." 
However, BT insets that its pol- 
icy has not changed. 

Mr Guthrie wrote to Oftel 
earlier this year. In November 
and December last year his 
company's switchboard was 
used by hackers, who rang in on 
freephone numbers and repro- 
grammed the switchboard so 
that they could call other com- 
panies, in order to cover their 
tracks, or make international 
calls at the company’s expense. 
In a matter of weeks they ran 
up bills of more than £20,000. 

A manager at one of the oth- 
er companies whose Meridian 
switchboard was backed into 
told the Independent. “BT nev- 
er told us that the switchboard 
could be backed so easily ... It’s 
the sort of thing you would 
remember.” 


Britons held as Norway 
goes on hooligan alert 


IAN RIDLEY 

Oslo 

A group of nine Britons and one 
Dane suspected of being foot- 
ball hooligans on their way to 
England's international match 
in Oslo were yesterday arrest- 
ed by Norwegian police. 

Two others were immediate- 
ly deported after checks into 
their backgrounds and the rest 
were detained at police head- 
quarters pending further in- 
vestigation. In addition, two 
Britons were arrested for 
shoplifting. 

The 10-strong party was tak- 
en to Oslo for questioning af- 
ter being stopped by police on 
a train at Sarpshorg near the 
Norwegian-Swedish border 
while seeking entry from Den- 
mark. At least one of the group 
is suspected of being a member 


of Combat 18, an English neo- 
Nazi group believed to have in- 
cited the riot that halted 
England’s match against the Re- 
public of Ireland in Dublin last 
February. 

Under a new Norwegian law, 
foreigners can be deported if 
they have been convicted in the 
last five years of a crime that 
would carry a three-month jaO 
sentence in Norway. The two ar- 
rested for shoplifting are from 
Newcastle and charges were be- 
ing considered last night. 

All police leave in Oslo has 
been cancelled and around 500 
officers - all trained in riot con- 
trol - are on duty. They are be- 
ing helped by officers from the 
International Football Intelli- 
gence Unit in London, who are 
monitoring ports, airports and 
Oslo’s Central Station, and are 
checking passports. Dogs and 


mounted police are on standby. 
Some 400 England fans are 
travelling with the Football As- 
sociation's official Travel Qub 
but about 300 more are ex- 
pected to arrive independent- 
ly without tickets. “If they have 
no tickets they will not get into 
the stadium," said the assistant 
chief of police, Oeystein Berg- 
er. “If they have no tickets and 
come to make trouble we have 
enough police to deal with 
them and enough room in our 
jails. Wb are quite confident this 
wfllpass off without trouble.” 
The England coach, Terry 
Venables, said that the team 
wanted no repeal of Dublin or 
the scenes during the last visit 
to Oslo, for a World Cup qual- 
ifying match in June 109 3. He 
added: “It just gives the whole 
nation a bad name and it is 
something we want no part of.” 



All that glitters: Floral beaded tinsel-town dresses, by Giorgio Armani, shown as part 
of the spring and summer collections in Milan. The Armani collection was the final 
Milan show for the spring ready-to-wear season PhotogtaphrPeter Macdfarmid 


the used to go txtt in their 

car as faraway as London look- 
ing for young girts to pick up.' 
rfic liked to 17- year olds, 

hopefully she would be a virgin. 

a^lve with thOT»idhcori H 
game if they wanted,” she said. 

Mrs Agius said Mr West 
wanted lo nave sex with her and 
.tint Mrs Wfest suggested the 
three of them go to bed. She 
said she declined both offers. 

She said that oq one vfeft to 
25 Cromwell Street, which the 
VVfescshadjustbcwKfrt,MrW»t 
stowed her the cellar and said 
it could a children's playroom 
but added: “Or I could make 
this xny torture room.” Mr 
A gius said: “They were such a 
dose couple. They were the type 
of people that didn’t hide any- 
thing uom one another.” 

Cross-examined by Richard 
Ferguson for the defence, who 
accused her of trying to cash in 
on the case involving tier former 
neighbours, Mrs Agius admit- 
ted she had contacted the Sun 
with her account of living next 
to the Wests and had also been 
paid £750 each by two television 
channels for her story, to be 
used after the triaL She relieved 
the first was from 1TV and the 
second the BBC. 

The case continues today. 


WPCs 

jailedfor 

supplying 

drugs 


JASON BENNETTO 
Crime Correspondent 

Ttoo women police officer* were 
jailed for a year yesterday after 
they admitted supplying and 
possessing drugs. 

Constables Etaabeih Hanky 
and IJm WBUmoo, both 25, 
face certain dismissal from Lan- 
casiiire police force and arc like- 
ly lobe in an isolation wing 
while in prison for their own 
protection. 

The women, from Colne, 
Lancashire, pleaded. guilty to 
possessing amphetamines and 
cannabis, possessing the. two 
drugs with mtent to supply and 
supplying the two drugs. Hart- 
ley also admitted possessing 
ecstasy, the das-A dance drug. 

' The officers bowed their 
heads and were dose to tears 
during their sentencing. The 
Recorder of Liverpool. Judge 
William Wickham, said: “Police 
officers are trusted by the com- 
munity not to deliberately flout 
the law as you (fid, deliberate- 
ly taking prohibited drugs and 
... you deliberately supplied 
drugs to a girl vou had met on 
holiday." 

James Gregory, for the de- I 
fence, said earlier: “Anyone 
with any maturity, bearing in 
mind their role in life, would ap- 
preciate the lunacy of it, but it I 
is too late now to reflect on that | 
for both of them." 

Liverpool Crown Court 
heard how amphetamines, 1 
cannabis and the ecstasy were 
found in the flat the pair shared 
with John Roberts, also 25. 

Guy Gozem, for the prose- 
cution, tokl the court that in Au- 
gust 1994 Lancashire police 
drug squad saw a number of 
people delivering drugs to the 
flat, which they later searched 
and found 22g of cannabis 
worth £66, more than five 
grammes of amphetamines 
worth £50 and two ecstasy 
tablets worth £10 each. 

Mr Gozem said a letter 
found at the fiat from a girl the 
pair bad met on holiday made 
clear they intended to supply 
her with the drugs. It read: “To 

for J^80. 1 think it's enougfr£45 
smoke, £10 E. £25 speed. I’ve 
left it blank for you to fill in." 


Cai for global audit 
of thalidomide cases 

A global audit of children bom 
to thalidomide victims was 
urged yesterday la allay fears 
that binh defects caused by ilk- 
drug can he passed on. Dr 
Nigd Brown, head of the Med- 
ical Research Council's Tera- 
tology (congenital malform- 
ation) Unit in LoflSnn. said foil 
a survey would gp a long wav In 
answering the fears df the fust 
generation of parents. 

The Tbfiticromhft! Action 
Group UK says there arc nine 
cases where the children horn 
to thalidomide victims have 
similar duformitiis to their' par- 
ents. It also says other eases 
have, been reported in Bolivia. 
Japan. Germany and Belgium. 

Dr Brown says all the avail- 
able evidence suggests that the 
ddixtscaiuKHtopusscdon.hu 
a controversial Australian doc- 
tor claims he has shown how 
thalidomide can disrupt DNa. 
the generic aide of inheritance. 

£1.5m van raid 

TVo armed robbers fled with 
£Uin cash from a Security 
Express van waiting outside a 
National Westminster tank in 
north London. They escaped in 
a white Bedford inn after tying 
i up the two security staff. 

Postman jailed 

Steven Watson. 22, from 
Collingham in West Yorkshire, 
who stole money, postal orders 
and vouchers from birthday 
cards during his delivery rounds 
to fund his heroin habit, was 
jailed for nmc months by a judge 
at Leeds Crown Court 

Army base closes 

The last “guard” from the 1st 
Battalion The Black Watch 
have officially vacated their 
North Howard Street base at 
the Falls Road in west Belfast, 
which vras the first Army base 
established in the area when 
violence broke out more than 
25 years ago. 

Victoria Cross sold 

The first Victoria Cows award- 
ed to a Jewish soldier fetched 
£35,2X8 at auction in London. 
Corporal Isay Smith's prized 
First Workl War medal - won 
for his bravery during a battle 
on 26 April, 1915. at St Juliett 
in Belgium - was bought to a 
private English collector. 

Dr Peggy Norris 

Our 17 July comment on the 
agony of the parents of baby Ian 
Stewart may haw given some 
readers the impression that 
there was doubt about the med- 
ical qualifications of Dr Peggy 
Nams, chair of Alert, the anti- 
euthanasia pressure group. Dr 
Norris bus asked us to point out 
that she qualified as a general 
medical practitioner in 1948 
and was in general practice for 
over 30 years, after a period in 
a children’s hospital in Dublin 
and working for (he Unifed Na- 
tions in Germany with concen- 
tration camp survivors. 

Sticking to her man 

A woman w ho superglucd her- 
self to her husband during a jail 
visit to prevent him being de- 
ported was told he could stay in 
Britain, but only for a week, af- 
ter appealing to’lhe High Court. 
However, Jacqueline do Marre. 
27. from Gillingham, Kent, has 
been banned from seeing her 
Algerian husband, Hassan. 


THE INDEPENDENT ABROAD 


Austral SctvJO 

Wpum BftOT 

Cananes . . . .pb300 

Cwna C&L20 

Denmart . . . . Okrte 

hsfi Ftep 45p 

France Fn4 

Gemwny . . . .CHMS 

Greece UrtSO 

Unenttmurg; ...LF6Q 


Ntands ... 
IWf 

Martens . . . 
MaU ...■> 
Noiwy . 
fMQdl . .. 

Span 

Swertav . .. 
Stacwww . 
USA 


OVERSEAS STBSOUmOXS 
hr DM, 13 tads Evjrept £110 76; June 1 iVo- 
deEBa.Amena.Mrto and tntei 

2ff*E« 1 iW*us&teaC0G.7a fccnfciS’lf 
serai cn«M) a Johnsons It 

*a Sms Ltd » 43 mhwhbim. ixaai El* 9m 
or ttfeuta* 0171-538 am Sou cast sdWffw. 
RUXBStES 

Back issues of Dv MBpmfm at ®aai*e iwi 
Hsanc NewKnm. wwtaie OEM reptss 




' y yjL 




"eaks through the 

'time barrier. 


m? . i 

N#V. i 





n 






I At AST we're keeping ahead of the times with 
the new Ascent! a ^5QN notebook. 

Witt the superpower al a Pentium* processor and built-in microphone and speaker, the 

Ascerttia 950N caa both create aod display tmiWmetffa presentations 

with near full motion video. Thanks to an adhr? or passive Super VGA 
sown, pictures are easy on ibe eye and much clearer. ' ' • 

And the Uflitorn loo battery gives yooup to 4 hears cmrtlruHHa use. I 

In (act PC USB! magazine awarded the Asceatla 950N their V 
fiaW award for bad notebook. So break though the thru barrier today. V 
Call the AST Information Service on 09m 011 611. .. 


Phw Itua m a pk* K r» cm. hnflwr hfcmAn m tt* 

MT JbcwUa ASM. 


Pentium 


CALL THE AST INFORMATION SERVICE ON 

^ ^ □ bl l t 1 


TUtphoMHa 


AST 

B *.iimi m,, ... |H .„ u , ^ _ . B1 

: compi 1 '--:!:. 





- i • 



independent • WEDNESDAY ii nr-mpra «« 



■4 


# 



17 May 

-Jacques 

Chirac 

becomes 

President 



Bombs, boycotts and scandal: Six months of discontent from Chirac's election to a mass walk-out 


13 June 
Chirac announces 
that France will 
resume nuclear 
testing in the South 
Pacific. Boycotts of 
French products take 
hold in southern 
hemisphere but also, 
more damagingiy, in 
Germany. 


25 July 
Bomb at Saint- 
Michel Metro 
hills sewn 
people and 
injures 80. Slow 
i investigation 
I angers public but 
[suspicion centers 
on extremist 
Algerian groups. 



7 September 

France detonates Its first test at Muroroa AtoH, provoking 
worldwide outrage and wrde-scaJe riots in Tahiti. 

20 September 

Prime Minister Juppg's draft budget lor 1996-feils to impress 
either in France or abroad, ft indudes concessions to 
special interest groups and tax rises but little on 
Chirac's pledge to reduoe unemployment 
September: Running battles between French and 
German officials over whether the franc wilt be ready 
to join European Monetary Union in 1999. 


AUGUST! SEPTEMBER 


Sept/Oct 

Mr Juppfi faces renewed accusations that he fixed low rent flats for 
his son - and publicly funded renovations for his own 
appartment - while finance officer for the City of 
Paris. 

1 October 

France detonates second South Pacific . 

bomb, 10 times larger than the first rmrw 

10 October 

One-day strike by seven unions representing 
5 million civil servants, local authority employees hospital staff and 
other public sector workers to protest against 1996 wage freeze. 


OCTOBER 



Millions join day of protest over pay freeze 


STEPHEN JESS EL 

Paris 

Encouraged by an opinion poll 
that showed substantial public 
support, France's public sector 
employees responded in huge 
numbers to a call by seven 
unions for a day of strikes and 
demonstrations yesterday. 

Union sources claimed that 
70 per cent of public sector 
workers- three and a half mil- 
lion in all - had taken part, se- 
• riously disrupting public 
transport. Education also suf- 
fered, with thousands of schools 
dosed or providing nothing 
more than supervision for 
pupils turning up for classes. 
Other sources put the figure at 
50 per cent of workers. 

The Minister for Public Ser- 
vices, Jean Puech, criticised 
the one-day strike, the most ex- 
tensive demonstration of union 
discontent since October 1986, 
as “immoderate”, but Marc 
Blondel, secretary general of the 
Force Ouvri&re confederation, 
which is particularly strong in 
the public sector, said that there 
would be further action if 
demonstrators’ demands were 
not met. 

The primary cause of the 
strike was the wage freeze an- 
nounced by the Prime Minister, 
Alain Juppd, for 1996, although 
public-sector unions also took 
the opportunity to show their 
discontent about pension re- 
form proposals and possible 
deregulation. 

Mr Puech said his “door was 
always open for real soda! di- 
alogue”, and claimed that in 
spite of the freeze, wages in the 
public sector would rise next 
year by 1.4 per cent as a con- 
sequence of automatic senior- 
ity increases and existing 
agreements. He also said the to- 
tal wagebill would rise next year 
by 32 per cenL Other politiaans 
on the right took a more forth- 
--M view of the day of action, 

'i some denouncing the con- 



PHIorying the president: strikers mocking Jacques Chirac as they took to the streets of Paris hi protest at next year's wage freeze 


duct of “the privileged”., an ing for the unions, against 26 per 
epithet angrily rejected by cent disapproving. Even private- 
the unions. _ sector employees and the un- 

Public opinion appeared to empk^edgare majority backi^ 


have been transformed in the 
space of a few days, with an., 
opinion poll in Le Partial news- 
paper showmg57 per cent back- ' 


to -the promts. 

By contrast,.a poll inLe J5-. 
gffro a week ago had found an 
Hibnosteven split between those 


who said they felt solidarity with 
the unions and those who did 
not In Paris, demonstrators 
took part in a march from the 
Bastille to a square near the 
Gare St Lazare. The procession 
stretched for two-and-a-half 
miles, and the number of 


demonstrators was put at any- 
thing between 22,000 and 
100,000. A worrying aspect of 
the demonstration for the gov- 
ernment was the united front 
put forward by the unions, 
which usually find it difficult to 
agree a common approach. Mr 


Puech said about 55 per cent of 
public sector employees had 
stayed away from work, but h 
was not posable to identify 1 
how many were on strike and 
how many would have gone to 
work if there had been trans- 
port. 


Photograph: Nicholas Turpin 


The strike was solid among 
teachers, with the education 
ministry putting those who 
stayed away at 60 per cent and 
the unions claiming between 70 
and 95 per cent observance. It 
was relatively lightly supported 
in the health sector, where only 


about 14 per cent of hospital 
staff stopped work, according to 
the authorities. 

Enormous traffic jams built 
up on approach roads to Paris 
early in the day as drivers, en- 
couraged by the news that po- 
lice would not be issuing 
parking tickets, tried their luck 
and took their cars to work. 
Many used bicycles, in spite of 
air pollution created by sever- 
al days of unseasonably warm 
and windless weather, and an in- 
trepid few took to roller-skates. 

Main line and underground 
train services were badly af- 
fected and few underground 
trains ran, though the service 
improved later in the day. and 
about one bus in four was op- 
erating. Air travel was worse hit 
than predicted, with several 
airports in the south of the 
country dosed. Little post was 
delivered, and most govern- 
ment and municipal offices 
were dosed. Staff at the mete- 
orological office refused to is- 
sue weather forecasts. 

President Jacques Chirac, on 
a visit to Spain, aid that he was 
confident that France would 
meet the convergence criteria 
for European economic and 
monetary union laid down by 
the Maastricht treaty. The 
freeze on public sector pay is 
part of the strategy of cutting the 
budget deficit to the required 
level by 1997. The defidt must 
be reduced from its current 5 
per cent of gross national prod- 
uct to 3 per cent if the country 
is to qualify for a European sin- 
gle currency. 

In TAfashmgton Jean-Qaude 
Trichet, governor of the Rank 
of France, expressed his “total 
determination” to maintain the 
stability of the franc. After a sur- 
vey showed a fall in consumer 
confidence, rumours circulated 
in the bond markets that Eu- 
ropean central banks had in- 
tervened on foreign exchanges 
to support the currency. The 
Bank declined to comment 


‘Salaries not nuclear tests’ 


Paris — “JuppS out, Juppe 
out." shouted the hospital work- 
ers. “United we stand, united we 
win,"* screamed the banners of 
the postal workers and the po- 
lice. “No to the freeze," shout- 
ed the teachers and “No to 
privatisation” declared the ban- 
ner of the electricians. 

The train drivers and the 
Mdtro drivers shouted: “Chirac, 
you kin us.” And all across the 
dty traffic ground to a bait as 
public servants look to the 
streets in the biggest demon- 
stration seen in France for 
nearly 10 years. 

Disgust at President Jacques 
Chirac's Prime Minister, Alain 
Jupp&, who plans a public sec- 
tor pay freeze next year, was 
dear. Workers carried posters 
of a “frozen” Mr Juppe, with ici- 
cles hanging from his nose and 
ears. "''Juppe, nous vous rvchauf- 
favns" - J uppe, we win heat you 
up, said the banners. 

But the outrage which spilled 
on to the streets yesterday was 
fuelled by more than simply 


As Paris ground to a halt, Sarah Helm 
joined the protesters on the boulevards 


concern over pay. Strikers em- 
phasised their fears for the fu- 
ture, and questioned changes 
coming from Brussels which 
could force privatisation and 
bring in cheaper workers from 
other European countries. 

Ranee’s public service work- 
ers were being “sacrificed”, 
they claimed, for the sake of re- 
ducing the French budget 
defidt in time for monetary 
union. 

“Money for salaries, not for 
nuclear tests,” chanted the 
unions as they progressed down 
the Boulevard Beaumarchais. 

“We are all Europeans," said 
Jean- Paul Dondero, a techni- 
cian in a geriatric hospital, who 
was marching in a line of white 
coats. “There are not enough 
doctors and nurses to care for 
the elderly. The Europe we 
want is not like this.” 

He added: “If Chirac want- 


ed to save money he should 
spend less on defence. He 
should sell public buildings.” 

As the traffic jams buflt up, 
several onlookers scoffed at 
the public service workers, con- 
sidered by marry in France as 
privileged employees with jobs 

“It 5s dregjigrtTigj all of this,” 
said Robert Marcol, a taxi dri- 
ver who complained it had tak- 
en him one hour to drive just a 
mile. “These are the most priv- 
ileged people in France - they 
have job security, unlike any of 
us. Why should they have a pay 
rise every year? These are just 
the Socialists trying to bring 
down Chirac, but h is 10 years 
of their socialism which has left 
our coffers empty. We need Mrs 
Thatcher.” ' 

A waiter serving tourists who 
were trying to enjoy the capitals 
Indian summer agreed. “Why 


should they expect to have pay 
rises? I have had no rise for 12 
years. These civil servants -they 
sit oo their arses aO day and do 
nothing but complain.” But the 
strikers knew yesterday that 
they had opinion polls on their 
side. A steel band lent the 
demonstration a carnival at- 
mosphere. 

The discordant sounds of a 
trade union chant, sung to the 
tunes of Edith KaE, pealed over 
the rooftops. “It seems that we 
earn too much. It seems that we 
are not wanted,” the singer 
jibed, and the marchers yelped 
with delight. . 

The question on everybody’s 
mind yesterday was what Mr 
Chirac would do next, now he 
had dared to take on the “ver- 
tebral column” of the French 
workforce, as Ub&anon news- 
paper put it yesterday. 

it was certainly a column of 
angry malcontents, whose warn- 
ings the President of five 
months will find h difficult to 
ignore. 


French malaise bodes ill for Europe 


just five months, the climate 
hope that accompanied 
eques Chirac's presidential 
jetion victory has given way 
one of sombre disappoint- 
ed. The consequences for 
ance, and for Europe as a 
iolc, could be severe indeed. 
Yesterday’s strikes look like 
outine conflict over the pay 
ekets of state employees. But 
tal is at stake is nothing less 
in ihc future shape and di- 
lion of the European Union. 
Many pitfalls lie in the way 
the Eu’s planned launch of 
iingle currency in 1999, but 
v would be more devastating 
m the failure of the French 
vemment's economic pro- 
unme. Without French par- 
patron, it is unlikely there wul 
a" be a single curnewy and the 
lire post-war project of ever- 
ser European political and 
momiciniegratioD would be 
■own into question. 

The government must wipe 
{ the 6Shn franc (JE&9bn) wei- 
e-system defidt - ifcetppbe- 
sen benefits and contrib- 
ons- and set strict limits on 
ier forms of public capendi- 

c to meet the Maastricht tar- 

The trade unions are 


This is no ordinary strike, Tony Barber 
explains. It has implications for us ail 

and Mr Jupp£ is that, whichever 
way they turn, nothing but trou- 
ble seems to lie ahead. If they 
make concessions to the unions, 
the foreign exchange markets 
are certain to wallop the franc 
and there would be little faith 



:ir memoci®’ expense, 
e dilemma Tor Mr Chirac 


in France’s ability to qualify for 
monetary union in 1999, at 
least without some creative 
book-keeping. 

Bui if the government pre- 
vails over the unions and 
achieves its deficit reduction tar- 
‘ gets, then it will have carried out 
its programme at the expense 
of an unemployment rate at or 
near the current Jevd of 1 1 A per 
cent. The question voting the 
markets is whether Mr Chirac 
is willing to pay that price for 
monetary union, particularly 
since he won election partly on 
a promise- to make unemploy- 
ment his lop priority. 

It is possible to feel sympa- 
thy for Mr Chirac, since he in- 
herited both the Maastricht 
deadline of 1999 and the high 
Unemployment rate from 
Francois Mitterrand, bis So- 
cialist predecessor. His eco- 
nomic policy options were in 
many ways limited .from the 
moment betook office. 


In the view of millions of 
French, however, the problem 
is that he sang quite a different 
tune during nis election cam- 
paign to that which he is singing 
now. In April and May, seeking 
to exploit widespread disen- 
chantment with Mr Mitterrand 
and 14 years of socialism, he 
talked not only of cutting un- 
employment but of lowering tax- 
es, raising wages, improving 
public services and heauug the 
fractures in French society. 

. Even to many who voted for 
him, it seems that Mr Chirac has 
reneged on his pledges. A sur- 
rey two weeks ago indicated that 
only 33 per cent of the people 
were satisfied with his policies, 
down from 59 per cent at the 
time of his election. 

This makes Mr Chirac the 
victim of the steepest fall in a 
president's popularity rerinc 
since the Fifth Republic’s birth 
in 1958, Mr Juppe has fared no 
better and, as a result of the 
scandal over his housing 
arrangements in Pam, is suf- 
fering the added humiliation 
of having his honesty brought 
into question. 

Some of the government’s 
problems appear to be of ils 


own making, notably the hous- 
ing affair and the outcry over the 
resumption of nuclear weapons 
tests. The dismissal of Alain 
Madelin as finance minister, 
after only three months in the 
job, enhanced the impression of 
what Le Monde yesterday called 
“a lack of professionalism” in 
the government. 

It is nevertheless startling 
that the president and his camp 
should be in such trouble so 
soon. The Gaullists and their 
centre-right allies control prac- 
tically every important power 
centre in France, from the pres- 
idency and both chambers of 
pariiarnent, to the Paris dty hall 
and most regional administra- 
tions. Wth no national elections 
until 1998, the Chirac- Juppe 
team is theoretically in a 
stronger position than most 
EU governments to pursue 
tough, coherent policies- In- 
stead, they seem to have wan- 
dered into a relentlessly 
expanding c risis. 

Predictably, the word is go- 
ing around Paris that Mr 
Juppe’s days are numbered. 
The scapegoating and sacrifice 
of prune ministers is a well- 
established Fifth Republic cer- 
emony, but whether it wiD do 
much to rescue Mr Chirac’s 
policies on Europe and the 
economy is another matter. 
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Portillo lays claim to mantle of the right 



COUN BROWN and 
RATRICIA WYNN DAVIES 

Michael Portillo reasserted his 
claim to be the darling of the 
Tory right yesterday with a 
barnstorming address that Dew 
in the face of warnings by the 
former Foreign Secretary, Dou- 
glas Hurd, not to rail a gains t 
false ogres in Europe. 

Staking his daim to the future 
leadership of the party yester- 
day with a highly Euro-sceptic 
attack on Britain's European 
partners for proposing a com- 
mon defence policy, the speech 
produced the longest standing 
ovation of the day. 

Mr Portillo, Secretaiy of 
State for Defence, raised the 
spectre of the European Com- 
mission seeking to harmonise or 
“even metricate" uniforms and 
cap badges in a European com- 
mon defence force. 

He also passionately de- 
fended the SAS and lambasted 
the condemnation by the Eu- 
ropean Court of Human Rights 
of the Gibraltar killing. He said 
the Tories sent a dear message 
to the European Court: “Don't 
give comfort to terrorists.'’ 

His tirade had the hall dap- 
ping and stamping its feet for 
more and eclipsed the appeal of 
John Redwood, the former 
right-wing challenger for the 
leadership. “That is bad for 
Redwood - they love him,” 
said one Euro-sceptic Tory of- 
ficial. There were hisses when 
Mr Portillo mentioned Brussels. 
“It would be absurd, as some of 
our partners are urging, to try 
to merge our defence co-oper- 
ation into the European Com- 
munity," he said. 


Malcolm Rifkind, the Foreign 
Secretaiy, who also adopted a 
Euro-sceptical tone in the for- 
eign affairs debate, promoted 
closer co-operation on defence 
with European partners, par- 
ticularly the French, when he 
was defence secretary. 

Mr Portillo declared: "There 
are those in the Labour Party 
and across Europe sleep walk- 
ing their way along the dreamy 
road to a European superstate. 
We will not allow Brussels to 
control our defence policy. 
With a Conservative govern- 
ment Britain will not join a sin- 
gle European Army." 

But there is little threat of a 
common defence policy - pro- 
posed by Jacques Defers, the 
past president of the European 
Co mmiss ion - being pushed by 
the French and the Germans for 
the Inter-Governmental Con- 
ference next year. 

Britain has led pressure for 
the Western European Union 
-formed in 1948- to be the fo- 
cus for European defence, out- 
side the European Union. 

Mr Rifldnd pledged that any 
further erosion of British sov- 
ereignty would be judged on 
“whether there would be such 
benefiL to the prosperity, to the 
security, or to the quality of life 
of the British people”. 

Labour's readiness to go 
along with what the majority of 
other countries wanted was the 
“new fault line in British poli- 
tics", he said. After announcing 
the objective of a new Atlantic 
Community, Mr Rifldnd told 
reporters that while France re- 
mained “protectionist” he had 
secured significant allies among 
other member states. 



Point of order: A delegate signals his support for the platform during speeches at the Tory conference in Blackpool yesterday 


Photograph: Brian Harris 
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Sceptics are triumphant as the 
tide turns against Brussels 


STEPHEN GOODWIN 

Parliamentary Correspondent 

Euro-sceptics paraded at con- 
ference fringe meetings yes- 
terday in a mood of barely 
concealed triumph at the way 
they believe John M^jarand the 
Cabinet are marching to the 
beat of the sceptic drum. 

The Conservative Party had 
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hind it, Norman Lament, the 
former chancellor, sai± "Wc are 
all Euro-sceptics now." 

Along with Lord Tfebbit, he 
welcomed the Prime Ministers 
assurance that if Europe moved 
towards federalism a Tbry Britain 
would not go with iL “I don’t 
think there is any doubt that the 
Conservative l&rty has shifted de- 
cisively in the Euro-sceptic di- 
rection," Mr Lamont said. 

Sir Tfeddy Taylor, MP for 


Southend East and one of the 
original sceptic voices, said the 
Government was changing its 
stance in the right direction - 
“towards public opinion”. 

However, there were warn- 
ings about the pressure the 
Government would face from 
other European Union stales at 
next year’s Inter-Governmental 
Conference over monetary 
union and common foreign and 
defence policies. 

Mr Lamont urged ministers 
to resist the temptation to “cob- 
ble together" some form of 
words to cover Britain's posi- 
tion. “We have found to our cost 
that ambiguity is fatal. It would 
mean one thing to the House of 
Commons and another to Eu- 
ropean institutions.” 

Lord Tfebbit put the Gov- 
ernment's shift down to events 
in the EU as much as to the ar- 


guments of the Euro-sceptics. 
“The Euro-fanatics who are 
running Europe are making 
such a mess of iL” 

The strident calls of last year 
for a pledge not to join a single 
currency were replaced by a de- 
gree of relish at the difficulties 
confronting the project 

John Redwood, the defeated 
Tory leadership challenger, said 
even the German people were 
terrified of the “monetary mon- 
ster" and were buying Swiss 
francs. France, already suffer- 
ing 12 per cent unemployment, 
was being asked to suffer more 
in the name of convergence. 

“The wags in the foreign ex- 
change markets are right again. 
The best name for the new cur- 
rency is the dodo,” be said. 

John Gummer, Secretary of 
State for the Environment, was 
one of the few pro-European 


voices on the fringe. The 
strongest was that of Andrew 
Rowe, the old “weT MP for Mid 
Kent He said the EU needed to 
be greatly overhauled after 40 
years, but added: “I am not 
scared of pooling our sover- 
eignty in onier to make us part 
of a very successful viable future." 

Addressing a meeting or- 
ganised by Conservative Youth 
Against a Federal Europe, Sir 
Tfeddy accepted Alan Howarth's 
view that there were around 40 
Tbry MPs who would be happier 
in the Labour Party. 

“In the same way, there are 
probably Labour MPs who 
would be happier on our side, 
because they are worried about 
giving up our democracy to the 
EU. We need to shake up the 
parly system, because the par- 
ties are not reflecting the dhides 
in our society." 
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Veneer of consensus covers 
the European conundrum 
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the benefit of being with the winners of 'What Mortgage' magazine's Best 
National Lender award for 1 995 and 'Your Mortgage' magazine's Best Top Ten 
Building Society award. There's never been a better time to be with the Woolwich. 

Why not call into your local Woolwich branch to have a chat with our 
mortgage adviser. Or call us, at local , , j . « •-« .. 

rate, 8.30am - 9pm, Monday to Friday, 

9am -3pm Saturday or 10am -2pm Sunday \Aw Cr CU LlAf I Cr H 
on 0645 75 75 75 quoting refrlAlllO. — building society — 


YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS 
ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. 


APSs variable and typical and calculated on the assumption Ifiat the mortgage 
roles applicable during tfte fined role period [which will run from the date interest 
is Ins' charged in respect of the mortgage) wiD apply far the fu| term of the loan. 
However. From I 10.97, the Society's prevaifig sta n dard roriobl* mortgage rale wiP, 
in fact, apply. These terms apply only where a written offer of odvanco was issued 
an or after 22 9 95 and the mortgage completed by 31 3.96. Typical example: 
based an an endowment mortgage interest rote of 5.99% and a purchase price of 
£43.000. a couple taking out a mortgage, of £40,000 [bom which a Mortgage 
indemnity Arran geme nt Fee of £658 75 wiH be deducted) aver 25 years (where Ihe 
amount of the advance is 93^ of the Society's valuation of the property) would pay 
imprest of £199.67 per month gross [300 payments) Accrued interest £99.83. 
Valuer's lee £135. Application fee £195. Solicitor's mortgage charges £100. 
Deeds Administration Fee payable an redemption £50 and a single repayment of 
capncl of £40.000 Total amount payable £100,480.84 5.90%, 6^4% APR. The 
c sample assumes the mortgage starts in the middle of the month, a minimum 


guaranteed death benefit of £40,000 and a term of 25 years hr the endowment 
policy. A first charge over your property will be required as security. For loans ether 
than repayment loans, a suitable endowment policy, PEP or pension plan will also 
be required. A suitable level term assurance policy will also be required hr PEP or 
pension plan mortgages. An indemnity policy, hr which you will need to pay an 
arrangement fee, wiB be required where the mortgage exceeds the Society's normal 
maximum percentage odvanco of 75%. It Ihe mortgage is either redeemed (in full 
or in port) or transferred to another scheme before 1.10 99, [or before 1.10.2000 
hr mortgages with an interest rate of 4.99%], a he equivalent to 6 months' interest 
at the rate payable at the time of repayment wiH be charged All mortgages are 
sub|ecl Id Mo Ids, valuation and □ minimum age of 18 A written quotation is 
ovaikrijle on request from any branch or from Vtoolwich Building Society, Dept 15, 
Corporate HO. Vttrfmg 5treet. BexfcyheaSi, Kent DA6 7RH. The Wbalwich Building 
Society represents only the Wfeolwidi Marketing Group, which is regulated by the 
Personal Investment Authority for life assurance and unit trust business. 

F8M2? 


Europe has nearly destroyed the 
Major administration. Could 
it end up saving it? After a day 
of speechifying and fringe meet- 
ing agitation on the future of the 
EU, the party feels more unit- 
ed than last year, and united on 
terms summed up in the title of 
a lunchtime speech by Norman 
Lamont: “Wc are all Euro- 
sceptics now." 

The argument is declared 
over, at least in the party. Af- 
ler John Major’s leadership 
challenge, the hard-liners aren’t 
going to push for more con- 
cessions from him. But most 
pro-Maastricht and pro-single 
currency Tories have been in- 
timidated or argued into silence. 
Only the indomitable Edwina 
Currie won't shut up; she has 
left it late, but she is in danger 
of becoming admirable. 

Malcolm Rifkind and 
Michael Portillo were, though, 
surer guides to the Tory mood. 
They both made fervently anti- 
Brussels points in Lheir speech- 
es, with the Foreign Secretary 
deriding the notion of “ever 
closer union” to which the 
Prime Minister had, after all, 
committed himself when he 
signed the Maastricht Treaty. 

As for Portillo — grown news- 
papermen were slack-jawed 
and white-faced at the sheer 
gung-ho relish with which he 
took on the factual world and 
defeated it with overwhelming 
verbal force. “We taught the 
Bosnian Serb generals that the 
slaughter of civilians will not go 



ANDREW MARR 

Columnist of flic Year 


unpunished.” Er, up to a point, 
ana rather late. “Around the 
world, three letters send a chill 
down the spine of the enemy: 
SAS. And these letters spell out 
one dear message: don't mess 
with Britain." 

And so on. After 20 minutes 
or so of this, one could only re- 
act to his assertion that “war is 
messy, brutal and violent" by re- 
flecting that, yes, it was; but no 
more so than Portillo on rip- 
roaring conference form. 

John Major seemed to be en- 
jenring it about as much as a dose 
of dysentery. But Itortillo, after 
wobbling during the summer 
leadership contest, is back in 
favour with the party. He is the 
Prodigal Minister. 

This matters for the country, 
not just the Tory party, be- 
cause ferocious attacks on 
Labour’s federal tendencies are 
so clearly going to be a central 
theme in the election. Once par- 
ty battle has been joined, Eu- 
rope will become a unifying 
thing for most Tbries, rather 
than a dividing thing. “Brussels” 
seems to stand for everything 
party workers are viscerally 


against It is becoming as im- 
portant a Conservative enemy 
as socialism used to be. 

And the British argument is 
moving their way. Even at the 
Labour conference last week 
the missing words in every rel- 
evant speech were “monetary 
union”. The single currency 
had simply disappeared. Tony 
Blair believes that monetary 
unioa will happen, if it does, late 
and will be driven by econom- 
ic convergence and market in- 
terests. rather than the 
Maastricht timetable. Indeed, 
he thinks the political timetable 
is the problem. Anti-Maastricht 
Tbries have some reason to 
feel self-satisfied. 

None of which means that 
they have a convincing answer 
to the European conundrum. A 
small minority want to leave the 
EU. A smaller minority still 
want full federalism. But most 
are stuck uneasily between, 
anxious about the Franco-Ger- 
man agenda, short of clear al- 
ternatives. There is “variable 
geometry” and other un satis- 
factory verbiage. 

But what was missing again 
yesterday was any sign of new 
thinking about what end-point 
would be good for the country 
and for Europe. 

Rifkind's speech assumed 
that European policy was es- 
sentially about reacting to oth- 
er people's proposals: “In each 
case, we wul deckle whether 
there would be such benefit ... 
that it would justify the loss of 


national control.” Sensible, no 
doubt; but uncomfortably dose 
to being a declaration in favour 
of good things, and against bad 
things. 

Where Rifkind was interest- 
ing was in his sketchy proposal 
forafree trade area unking the 
EU and North America. This is 
not new and would have to be 
argued slowly through the EU. 
Bui if it eventually succeeded, 
senior Tories point out that it 
would raise interesting ques- 
tions about harmonisation and 
all the other “baggage" of the 
Single European Act. It could, 
in other words, provide a re- 
verse gear for European inte- 
gration. Which that idea. 

It is perhaps over-ambitious 
to expect a party in government, 
still trying to close destructive 
splits, to come up with a blue- 
print either for a different kind 
of Union or for some looser 
confederation. Thai may be 
the great task of the Tories in 
opposition. Meanwhile, they 
will be doing their best to avoid 
that fate by attacking Labour as 
unpatriotic and slavish adher- 
ents of the bureaucratic social- 
ist empire in Brussels. 

This may be unfair, untrue, 
short-termist and an avoidance 
of the hard questions. Bur the 
Conservatives are starting to 
sound almost consensual in 
their Euro-scepticism. They 
have convinced themselves that 
on this issue, if no other, the tide 
of history is flowing in their 
favour. 


VERY EARLY MUSIC 


NOW RADIO 3 STARTS THE DAY ONE HOUR EARLIER. JOIN ANDREW McGREGOR AND THE ON AIR TEAM FROM 6AM. MONDAY TO FRIDAY. 
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BBC hits back at 
Mawhinney over 



COLIN BROWN 

Chief Political Correspondent 

The BBC was last night enraged 
in a bitter battle with the Tbry 
leadership over allegations of 
political bias against the Today 
programme by Brian Mawhin- 
ney, the party chairman. 

Dr Mawhinney’s attack on 
the flagship current affairs ra- 
dio programme was applauded 
by Tory representatives at the 
Conservative Party conference 
in Blackpool but rejected by the 
BBC. “The Today programme 
has no political philosophy oth- 
er than that of impartiality,” «m?h 
a BBC spokesman. 

In a hard-hitting speech 
marking a sharp contrast to his 
predecessor Jeremy Hanley, Dr 
Mawhinney claimed the pro- 
gramme had given air-time to 
calls for an £8bn increase in 
public expenditure in one week. 


Accusing the BBC of bowing to 
pressure groups. Dr Mawhinney 
said: “Let me remind the BBC 
“ this government does not 
gpvem because it has won some 
broadcasting award, it bag a 
mandate. The Today pro- 
gramme only has a licence.” 
The programme bad a polit- 
ical philosophy, he said. “It be- 
lieves strongly that there is no 
problem which cannot be solved 
by more public sp endin g. And 
it is always happy to provide a 



ids in your pock- 
et is its motto.” 

The Tory party’s media mon- 
itoring unit had studied the 
programme during September 
and found spen ding proposals 
which would add up to £412bn 
over a year. “That amounts to 
£62 per working person per 
working day - national bank- 


How the figures were worked out 


The public spending demands 
allegedly made on the Today pro- 
gramme in the week beginning 
25 September add up to at least 
£7.92bn and would require an 
extra 5 per cent on the basic; 
rate of income tax, the Con- 
servative Research Department 
claimed yesterday. 

But a “Costing the Today Pro- 
gramme'' breakdown amounts 
to little more than a compila- 
tion of contributions from 
programme guests and as- 
sumptions. 


Friends of the Earth, few ex- 
ample, called for policies to re- 
duce traffic. In the absence of 
figures, the CRD calculated the 
cost of a 5 per cent increase 
in transport spending- or an ex- 
tra £176.5m - “the very least 
needed to make ary substance 
out of FbE's demands." In the 
case of a Today report on un- 
derfunding the Crown Prosecu- 
tion Service, the CRD appear to 
have simply plucked a 5 per cent 
increase in the CPS ’s budget, 
costing £14.75m, out of the air. 


ruptcy,” Dr Mawhinney added. 
He warned the BBC thai the 
unit would continue to monitor 
programmes for bias in the run. 
up to the general election. 

The warning comes hard on 
the heels of a row at the Labour 
conference when Alistair 
Campbell, Tbny Blair’s press 
secretary, sent a fax to BBC 
news editors urging them not to 
allow the OJ Simpson verdict 
to overshadow the Labour 
leader’s keynote speech on the 
evening news. Dr Mawbinney's 
attack suggests the BBC could 
come under fire from both sides 
as the election approaches. 

The party chairman also at- 
tacked Mr Blair, the shadow 
Home Secretary Jack Straw 
and “loony left” councils for giv- 
ing grants to fringe groups. He 
ridiculed Labour-controlled 
Camden council for giving a 
grant to the local Hopscotch 
Asian Women's Group. 

It caused guffaws among the 
Tbry faithful but Frank Dobson, 
a shadow cabinet minister 
whose constituency covers the 
group, demanded an apology. 
He said the dub was also fund- 
ed by the Home Office and the 
Save the Children Fund. 

Dr Mawhinney lifted Tory 
supporters with a rousing call to 
arms, assuring them they were 
heading for victory. He also 
urged the public to protest 
about soft sentences in a fore- 
taste of Jaw-and-order mea- 
sures to be announced by the 
Home Secretary. 
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The thinker: Michael Heseftine listening to the debate yesterday Photograph: Brian Hams 

The Tories’ media hitman 


CHRIS BLACKHURST 

Westminster Correspondent 

Brian Mawhinney’s well-briefed 
broadside against BBC Radioes 
programme yesterday was 
down to one man. Step forward 
the redoubtable Julian Lewis, 
m e dia monitor extraordinaire. 

Shortly before the Tbiy chair- 
man's speech, Mr Lewis could 
be found hurrying towards the 
conference hall As deputy head 
of research for the party, Mr 
Lewis carefully watches and lis- 
tensfor every bit of possible anti- 
Tbry bias. His favourite target 


and one be developed al tbe Me- 
dia Monitoring Unit, which he 
helped run in the mid-Eighties. 
is the BBC In his eyes, it is prone 
to liberal tendencies, falls prey 
to socialist cant, and too easily 
turns od the Government. 

This one-man scourge of the 
Beeb is a short, softly spoken, 
baby-faced figure. Do not be 
fooled. When he spots an ene- 
my, he goes for the jugular. His 
most recent crusade has been 
against the satirical magazine. 
Scallywag. His methods were 
frighteningly successful: it at- 
tacked him; the editors boasted 


“sue us if you dare” and said 
they bad no money; Mr Lewis 
sum the distributors and news- 
agents instead. The magazine 
has all but disappeared. 

Mr Lewis is keen to secure a 
parliamentary seat and there 
was talk his days at Central Of- 
fice were numbered. But 
Labour’s love affair with the up- 
per echelons of tbe BBC and the 
heavy handed tactics of its press 
spokesman, Alistair Campbell, 
in de manding that Thny Blair be 
given priority over the OJ ver- 
dict, mean Mr Lewis’s skills will 
be in even greater demand. 


t £umpe: The BaKfe far Britain. Freedom Assocfefion 
avenfarmarty whjptess rebate. Drew 300 
\2 European Foundation meeting entitled 77».' 

Betrayal of Etmype. LoitfTebbit h lead rate i 
3 Conservative 2000- What Next? Debate with John 
• . ’ ;• Redwood arid Andrew Rcwet stand -ti for Alan Howarth 

/Institute of Directors' - 

non - transtefatfe tnvte, 

\ free drinks ' lining with 

Mchael Hesdttoe 


apturemeter 


Michael Portilto Brian Ifawhfnney Malcolm Rffkfntf 



Daly Ma2 chief 
i Sr David English 



945 decibels 


93 decibels 


89detibefe 


Michael Dobbs' man of the moment 


■flhaperkman<&uAKh&&theeyeofth6torrim1ty 
arid House of Cards author) 


Wfoevsrwas responsfcte for the autocue maHirictionteg so 
1*T0awterey wa& forced tu cormincate rirectly with the aucfence 

■ 

a:i 


Today’ debates 


e : ftung, Education and employment, Gffian 
Shepard Compe&tibn' and deregulation, Mchael Hesettjna Social 
aeeiirty,. Peter Llfey. Health, Stephan Dorrefl. Locfd government and 
hpuripg, David tpury !;• .Compfled by Stephen GoooMi 


Technical pause halts the Tory fast forward to the future 


It must be something to do with 
the approaching Millennium. 
After last week’s celebration of 
newness - new Labour, new 
Britain, new suits - the Tories 
appear similarly hung up on 
what comes next. No less, ac- 
cording to the conference logo, 
a firework-shaped Union Jack 
exploding across Blackpool's 
winter Gardens, than our na- 
tion's future. 

Everywhere you looked this 
future was being embraced. In 
a side room off the conference 
hall, for instance, Tbry Central 



JIM WHITE 


Office fund-raisers were com- 
ing up with new ways to finance 
the party in future elections, 
now Thte & Lyle has taken its 
cheque elsewhere. 


These were ideas like the 
Smaitie initiative. This involved 
handing out tubes of the sweets 
with a leaflet, which read: “Eat 
the sweeties one by one/And 
when the tasty job is done/Flll 
ibe carton with zOpsHThen come 
return it to us please.’’ Donors 
will be comforted to know none 
of their money was wasted em- 
ploying Seamus Heaney as a 
copy-writer, then. 

: Moreover, after Labour’s em- 
brace of technology, the Tories 
are also easing thek juggernaut 
cm to the information super- 


highway. Swat teams of blondes 
in blue gowns have been hand- 
ing out leaflets to delegates ex- 
plaining how to switch in to the 
web. In a party boasting mem- 
bership with an average age of 
60. however, an invitation to surf 
the net is unlikely to be taken 
up as most delegates look as 
though they would thrown by 
the pre-record facility on their 
videos. 

But it was Brian Mawhinney 
who was keenest to look into the 
future. It was his department 
that produced the hi-tech stage. 


a monolith in blue velvet. 
Above it bloomed the centre- 
piece of Mawhinney’s vision - 
three giant video screens. Onto 
the middle screen was project- 
ed the subject under debate, and 
on the outer two were huge im- 
ages of speakers. As. through 
the first morning, one delegate 
merged into another, you won- 
dered why they had gone to so 
much technological trouble. 

. But . that was before Brian 
Ma whinney himself spoke. No 
point coming up with all the toys 
if you can’t play with them 


first Mawhinney is so forward- 
thinking a party chairman, he is 
already living m a time when po- 
litical speeches take their lead 
from pop videos. Before he ap- 
peared on stage, the lights 
dimmed and up on the screens 
spun an artfuDy directed promo 
film contrasting the endless 
winter of the last Labour gov- 
ernment with the long, lan- 
guorous parsons-umpiring 
-village-cricket-matches sum- 
mer of Britain under the Tbiies. 

And when he spoke - veer- 
ing from assaults on the Today 


programme to assaults on the 
Labour front bench - his 
themes flashed up overhead. 
“Not fit to govern” was his 
favourite, the delegates picking 
it up as he pointed to the words 
above him like a pantomime 
dame when file sing-along script 
is wheeled on stage. He 
wrapped up by referring bade to 
his home movie. Or, more par- 
ticularly. to the Joe Cocker 
song which sound-tracked it. 
“"We ’ll lift you up where you be- 
long,” he climaxed. 

Tbny Blair assembled a team 


of ten to write his speech Iasi 
week. He could have saved his 
party a good deal of Thte & 
Lyle's money if only he had re- 
alised all he had to do for a 
sound-bite was tune in to Vir- 
gin Radio. 

Mr Mawhinney’s, though, 
was a technical tour de force - 
loud, aggressive and flashy. The 
only black spot was that it start- 
ed 20 minutes late, due to a 
technical hitch. Britain’s fu- 
ture, it seems, can only start 
once someone has put the video 
in the machine. 


*■ 
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Concerts under threat in war over stars 


DAVID USTER 

Arts Correspondent 

TTie heads of Britain's two best 
known concert halls were 
locked in a vitriolic row yester- 
day as the Royal Festival Hall 
was accused of using taxpayers' 
money to poadi stars from the 
Royal Albert HalL 
Patrick Deuchar, chief exec- 
utive of the Royal Albert Hall, 
said that the South Rank Cen- 
tre, which runs the Royal Fes- 
tival Hall, was using public 
subsidy to lure stars like Shirley 


They could afford to offer 
promoters cheaper rates to hire 
their hall, he said, because they 
used pubfic money to do so. But, 
he added, this money was giv- 
en by the Government lo put on 
classical musk and new and ex- 
perimental work, not big-name 
commercial artists. 

Many of these have been pop 
and rock stars. Among artists 
who have appeared recently at 
the Royal Festival Hall and 
used to appear at the Royal Al- 
bert Hall, are: Art GarfunkeL, 
Elvis Costello, BB King, Joe 
Jackson and Ry Cooder. 



Rivals: The Royal Albert Hall (left) and Royal Festival Hall (Photographs by Edwanj Webb). Shirley Bassey and Eric Clapton are among performers at the centre of the dispute 


Mr Deuchar said yesterday. 
“I’m not concerned about com- 
petition as such, but it does be- 
come a bit unfair when an 
institution has a significant 
amount of public funds to fling 
about and they can offer sig- 


nificantly lower rates for the hire 
of their hall. Shirley Bassey, for 
example, was a regular per- 
former at the Royal Albert 
Hall, but now she has been of- 
fered lower rates to appear at 
a publicly subsidised venue. 


"It really bothers me that in- 
dividual venues should be out 
there undercutting in a way that 
other halls can't offer. Public 
subsidy was not intended for 
this. There are a number of 
commercial venues in London 


from large ones like ourselves 
to smaller ones, like the Shep- 
herds Bush Empire, which face 
losing performers. The whole 
stability of the London concert 
scene is now under threat. 

The Royal Albert Hall re- 


ceives no public subsidy, and it 
is hoping to win lottery money 
for a complete refurbishment 
and redevelopment which 
would also be partly funded by 
box office receipts. Mr Deuchar 
said the Royal Festival Hall’s 



poaching of artists could harm 
these plans. 

While Eric Clapton, who 
plays 12 nights each year at the 
Royal Albert HaH is so attached 
to the venue that he would not 
be tempted elsewhere, nearly 


every other pop and rock star 
who plays the Hall is open to 
persuasion. It is highly unusu- 
al for the head of one major 
concert hall to attack another 
publicly in this way, but it is 
s ign of the increasing competi- 
tion among venues in London- 

Hie South Bank Centre re- 
ceives a £L3Jm Arts Council 
grant. The general director of 
the South Bank - Centre, 
Nicholas Snowman, said last 

night: “The Royal Festival Hall 

has always been in demand by 
a wide range of performers. In 
the past, Jrcoi Hendrix, David 
Bowie, Pink Floyd, the Pet 
Shop Boys and Rank Sinatra 
have played there. 

"Ihe Royal Festival HaD is let 
commercially and will continue 
to be a major international 
flagship for the arts, providing 
first class concerts for every- 
one.” 

An Arts Council spokes- 
woman said: “We are here to 
see that some of the highest 
quality art is put on at the 
venues who receive our money. 
But when we give the grant we 
are not specific about what 
they can spend the money on.** 
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Royal Opera 
House ‘elitist 

and wasteful’ 


DAVID USTER 

An astonishing attack on waste 
and restrictive practices at the 
Royal Opera House and other 
national companies was made 
yesterday by the leading classi- 
cal music promoter, Raymond 
Gubbay. 

Mr Gubbay, one of the most 
respected figures in the field, 
worked a few years ago with the 
Royal Opera House on a co- 
production of Tumndot. 

Yesterday he announced he 
would be mounting a £lm are- 
na opera production of La Bo- 
hime next February with the 
Royal Albert Halt He wanted 
to put it on there, he said, be- 
cause places like the Royal 
Opera House and London Col- 
iseum, home of the English 
National Opera, were elitist 
and used their money badly. 

The rarity of such an attack 
by an arts practitioner was 
matched by the extreme nature 
of the language used. 

Mr Gubbay said: “The top 

S ice at La Bohtme will be 
7, compared to over £100 at 
the Royal Opera House. It has 
become far too elitist People go 
there to be seen, for the inter- 
val drinks and for meals in the 
restaurants round the corner. 

“In addition, there are meth- 
ods of doing things and re- 
strictive practices which don’t 
bear scrutiny at both the Roy- 
al Opera House and the Coli- 
seum. Stage bands are getting 
overtime paid all the time. 

“But the nature of theatre 
work is that you don’t work a 


nine-to-five day. The Royal 
Opera House are definitely 
overpaying their backstage staff. 
Those guys get in some cases 
more than the performers. I 
know for example that when 
something is wanted from the 

K department two people 
o go and they don't work 
again that day because they have 
left the theatre. The lottery 
award of £52m to the Royal 
House was obscene. 


□ropier 

scrutiny and accountability as it 
might well be wasting a sub- 
stantial amount of money a 
year.” 

Mr Gubbay said the Royal 
Shakespeare Company was em- 
ploying “a bunch of actors, none 
of whom earn more than £500 
a week. Why is the company get- 
ting all that money? There just 
don’t seem to be the same con- 
trols and scrutiny that there is in 
the commercial sector.” 

The attack was added to by 
Patrick Deuchar, chief executive 
of the Royal Albert Hall. He 
said that a survey of his cus- 
tomers had shown they wanted 
opera in comfortable sur- 
roundings at reasonable prices. 

He said: “There’s a strata of 
society who desperately want to 
come and enjoy opera but the 
atmosphere at our opera hous- 
es is icy and dismissive.” 

A spokeswoman for the Roy- 
al Opera House said the prac- 
tices complained of were no 
longer in existence. “We have 
the most efficient and cost ef- 
fective personnel operation in 
existence.” 


Labour sets out 
defence strategy 


CHRISTOPHER BELLAMY 

Defence Correspondent 

Britain's defence industry, 
which has halved in size since 
1980, is facing its “greatest 
challenge ever", according to a 
Labour Party report published 
yesterday. 

Labour reaffirmed its com- 
mitment to a fundamental re- 
view of defence priorities and 
a strategy for preserving the 
British defence industry or con- 
verting it to civilian production 
without sacrificing jobs, if it wins 
the next election. 

‘“Ihe defence industrial base 
is a strategic national interest in 
both defence and economic 
terms,” said Dr David Clark, Lhe 
shadow defence secretary, 
launching Strategy for a Secure 
Future , the party's manifesto for 

f h»* HpChmi Mr. ‘ 
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serve of high-tech innovation 
which Britain cannot afford to 
lose. Decline of Britain’s capa- 
bility in this field can and must 
be averted,” he added. 

Labour’s review will examine 
four ‘‘core strategic areas”: 
Nalo and the enlargement of 
the Atlantic alliance; the 
strengthening of European de- 
fence structures; the role of the 
UN io international peace- 
keeping; and international se- 
curity agreements, including 
the control of weapons prolif- 
eration. Labour advocates en- 
hancing the role of the UN’s 
x ce-keepfog operation and 
the adoption of a UN military 
doctrine -suggesting a perma- 
nent UN peacekeeping force. 

The report says British de- 
fence expenditure has fallen by 


David Clark: Commitment 
to full defence review 

28 per cent since its peak in the 
mid-1980s - the height of the 
Cold War. But falling expendi- 
ture has coincided with in- 
creased costs as equipment gets 
more sophisticated. 

The report says Britain’s in- 
dustrial defence workforce has 
halved since 1980, from 405,000 
directly employed and 740,000 
overall to 210,000 and 395,000 
respectively. 

A strong defence industrial 
base is vital to the national in- 
terest. the report says, as well 
as being a high-technology pre- 
serve ‘we cannot afford to lose 
in economic terms". 

The report acknowledges the l 
Tory reforms in defence pro-4 
ojrement which, it says; ended 
“foe previously rather cosy re- 
lationship between MoD and its 
arppherc" But it criticises the 
ul f* Gov onment to re- 

atoe the peace dividend" ex- 
pected to materialise at the 
end of the Cold War. 
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' Tourists visit seaside focus of Disney Pocahontas legend 
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Light relief: Pocahontas's stain glass window at St George's Church, Gravesend 

Public school 
heads seek 


Photograph: Geraint Lewis 


CLARE GARNER 

Walt Disney has brought the 
tourists to Florida, France and 
Tbi^-nowhisdoicsthe same 
for Gravesend, where pilgrims 
are searching for the truth 
about Pocahontas. 

St George’s Church, where 
the Indian princess was buried 
in 1617, has oqxrienced a surge 
of visitors since the US launch 
of Disney’s animated film, Poc- 
ahontas in June. 

The blockbuster crosses the 
Atlantic (his week and as Whit 
Disney has pledge £9,000 to il- 
luminate the church tower and 
Pocahontas's statue, the town is 
preparing for a further influx of 
visitors. 

Disney has turned the Poca- 
hontas legend into a romantic 
stoiy of a beautiful Indian maid- 
en who saves the life of band- 
some explorer John Smith and 
embarks oh a love affair that 
crosses races and cultures. 

In reality, though Pocahon- 
tas did save Smith from a cer- 
emonial execution, she married 
someone else and was later 
kidnapped and taken to Eng- 
land where she became one of 
the early ethnic celebrities. She 
died before she could return 


home and was buried at 
Gravesend. 

One visitor, Dr Gerald Th- 
iaiake Alfred, 31, from Kah- 
nawake Indian reserve in 
Canada, was in search of what 
be called ‘real history. 

“I was disgusted by the movie 
so I figured I should come here 
and see how they presented the 
subject. The movie is very of- 
fensive and racist,'* said Dr Al- 
fred, a Mohawk Indian who 
lectures in political science at 
Montreal's University of Con- 
cordia. 

As delighted with the memo- 
rial as he was disgusted with Dis- 
ney, Dr Alfred continued: “I 
came hereto see exactly where 
she is buried. The presentation 
here seems pretty objective. It 
is a simple monument which is 
not romanticised or distorted. 

“If people come and see an 
Indian princess so far from 
where she lived her life it should 
make them ask questions about 
why she died here. She was a vic- 
tim of the times. You can take 
it for granted she wasn't here by 
choice.” 

Dr Alfred welcomed the 
floodlighting. “It is a good idea 
if it brings people here to ask 
questions about the continuing 
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Disney's cartoon image of 
Pocahontas and, right, her 
statue at Gravesend 

legacy of the treatment of In- 
dian people, not perpetuate 
the mythology," he said. 

Another of yesterday’s visi- 
tors, Carl Lawton, SO, from 
Los Angeles said: “Pocahontas 
symbolises that there should be 
peace and harmony between all 
races.” He too predicted a 
tourist influx. “Gravesend is 
too small a town to withstand 
iL It’s going to get nuts." 

Leading Article, page IS 


funding for 
more places 


JUDITH JUDD 

Education Editor 

Public schools are talking to 
both the Conservative and 
Labour parties about funding 
more places in private schools, 
a leading public school head 
said yesterday. 

Labour should subsidise lo- 
cal authority places for less 
wealthy pupils m Independent 
schools, Hugh Wright, new 
chairman of the Headmasters' 
Conference, said at its annual 
meeting in Dublin. ’ ‘ 

Labour sources indicated last 
night that the party was con- 
sidering co uncus buying inde- 
pendent school places for pupils 
with special needs and aptitude, 
but not chosen by academic 
selection. 

Mr Wright urged the Gov- 
ernment to expand the assisted 
places scheme, which helps 
bright pupils from poor homes 
to attend private schools, or to 
hring in some other scheme of 
government-backed scholar- 
ships. Independent school rep- 
resentatives are discussing an 
expansion of the 30.000-place 
scheme with Downing Street, 
which hopes the policy will em- 
phasise the Conservatives' dif- 
ferences with Labour. 

Labour has said it will abol- 
ish the scheme, which costs 
£1 10m a year, and use the mon- 
ey to fund smaller d3ss sizes. 
But Mr Wright said: “New 
Labour is looking at indepen- 
dent schools in a new way." 

In a speech designed to woo 
politicians of all parties. Mr 
Wright, head of King Edward’s 
School in Birmingham, told 
240 conference members: "I say 
to politicians of all parties that 
you cannot afford to be without 
us. The mdependentscctor has 
7 per cent oral! pupils, more at 
16-plus where places are most 


costly, and if it were not there, 
the Department for Education 
and Employment's budget 
would have to increase by at 
least £lbn.” 

He made it clear that public 
schools were prepared to open 
their facilities to the communi- 
ty as Labour has demanded. 
“Our facilities can be had cost- 
effectively and for some pupils 
m every locality a place bought 
in our schools by the local 
education authority would save 
duplication and often help spe- 
cialist talent to be developed.” 

Mr Wright said more pupils 
should have accessto indepen- 
dent schools, not necessarily 
through the assisted places 
scheme. He said it would not be 
as expensive as it sounded. 

He aigued that the cost to the 
Treasury of each pupa's edu- 
cation was little more than if 
they were in state schools, par- 
ticularly in the sixth form. 

David Bhmkett, Labour’s ed- 
ucation spokesman, said the 
party was interested in Mr 
Wright’s offer to open up pri- 
vate school facilities but be 
added “While we would be 
happy to discuss any proposals 
winch the Headmasters’ Con- 
ference may have, we are not in 
favour of an alternative to the 
assisted places scheme." 

Public school heads should 
continue to give pupils a strong 
moral lead, said Roy Chap- 
man, head of Malvern College, 
despite the fact that some had 
fallen below those standards 
since his similar call at last 
year’s conference. Pieter Hob- 
son, bead of Charterhouse, re- 
signed recently after meetings 
with an escort girl. 

Mr Chapman said “I don’t 
believe teachers should claim to 
be unique in facing up to the 
pressure put on people in all 
walks of hie." 


Women’s magazines have - be-" 

come so obsessed with sex that 
thev should be consigned to the 
lop’ shelf, the boss of a leading 
model agency said yesterday. 

Laraine Ashton, managing ■ 
director of IMG Models, said 
that titles such as GxmopoBum, 
Company and Marie C/ainr had 
degenerated mlo “filth". 

And she warned that she 
would be urging hex models to 
think twice before consenting to 
pose for the mag azi nes. 

Ms Ashton said: “We don a 
need to read ‘How to have 15 
orgasms’ on the front cover of 
these magazines. II isn't edu- 
cation, it's filth. They belong on 
the top shelf. It isn't right to say 
that Cosmo has beendomg « w* 

so long that it is acceptable. 

The 49-year-okI agency duet, 
who was a top model in the Sn- 
ties, preserved her most with- 
ering criticism for a new maga- 
zine, Dazed and Confused. 

She told London’s Evening 
Standard: T object to cheap- 
ness. Dosed and Confused lures 
up to its name, it is rubbish and 
1 hope it goes out of business. ■ 

Ms Ashton added: “1 be- 


■Keve girls and boys are being ex- 
ploited by magazines for the 
sake of ever-increasing sales. 

“Tb have a giri and- a boy in 
a state of rm dress simulating sex 
is- g ra e s o me.-as is driving past 
a bus stop and seeing a couple 
licking ice-cream off each oth- 
er. A nude scene in the show- 
er would be okay but there has 
to be a line drawn somewhere." 

Her outburst provoked an an- ■ 
gry response from magaz i ne 
publishing sources, who dis- 
missed' it as an attempt to raise ■ 
the profile of the agency, 

A spokeswoman for the; 
National Magazine Company, 
which publishes Cosmopolitan 
and Campariy* refused to 

comment . 

Rankin WtddeD, publisher of 
Dazed and Confused, defended 
his current issue, which depicts 
a topless modal ficfcing-3 htoodjy 
axe. “It’s misrepresentation. 
We are not a women’s fashion 
magazine but. a style, magazine 
such as The Face or ID. Our 


around women’s issues. Women 
shouldn’t cut themselves up in 
order to look better." 
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Service chicfe Alien visions give rise to esrthly clsmour 

tell judges gay 
ban must stay 


STEPHEN WARD 

Legal Affairs Correspondent 

AD the service chiefs still believe 
there is a substantial risk that 
lifting the ban on gays in the 
armed forces would damage 
their efficiency, the Court of Ap- 
peal heard yesterday. 

The Master of the Rolls, Sir 
Thomas Bingham, and two oth- 
er Court of Appeal judges are 
hearing the latest stage of an at- 
tempt by four former service- 
men and women to overturn the 
ban. On Monday the court was 
told by David Pannick QC rep- 
resenting the four, that the ban 
was irrational. 

But yesterday Stephen 
Richards, for the Ministry of 
Defence, quoted from an affi- 
davit by the Air Chief Marshal, 
Sir John Willis, on behalf of all 
the services, which said: “A 
high state of discipline and 
morale is essential to the fight- 
ing efficiency of the services, lo 
allow those of a homosexual ori- 
entation in the armed services 
would be a disruptive influence 
on the fabric of service life and 
discipline. 

"The services have a duty of 
care for the welfare and morale 
of their young members. To ex- 
pose them to potentially dis- 
ruptive and disturbing 


influences would be to fail in 
that duty. The nature of armed 
forces life requires its members 
to live in dose proximity with 
others in single-sex accommo- 
dation, with little privacy and at 
times under great stress and 
physically in dose quarters with 
colleagues." 

It was necessary to have “ab- 
solute trust and confidence be- 
tween and within aO ranks". Mr 
Richards told the court it was 
the public duty of the sendees 
to provide an efficient and 
effective fighting force. 

Britain is almost alone 
among Western countries in 
keeping a ban on gays in its 
forces. But Mr Richards said 
other countries who had 
admitted gays bad only done so 
recently, so it was not possible 
to say the ban had suddenly 
become irrational. 

He said that based on the 
experience of senior officers “it 
is oot possible to retain even ho- 
mosexuals who claim to be in se- 
rious relationships". 

The ban had been repeated- 
ly supported by Parliament, he 
said, and was lawful. 

Moving on to the argument 
by the four ex-service person- 
nel that the ban breached the 
European Union’s equal treat- 
ment directive, Mr Richards 


said this did not apply to peo- 
ple's sexuality but only to equal 
treatment between genders. 

The case was rejected by the 
High Court in June, although 
one of the judges. Lord Justice 
Simon Brown, said it was with 
“hesitation and regret" that 
the court decided it could not 
overturn the ban. “The tide of 
history is against the Ministry of 
Defence. Prejudices are break- 
ing down - old barriers are be- 
ing removed, r he said in his 
judgment. He doubted that the 
ban could survive much longer. 

The MoD subsequently com- 
missioned a review of the evi- 
dence, and is looking at the 
operation of other armed forces 
that do not ban gays. MFs are 
due to reconsider the policy next 
year. The four have said they 
will take their case to the House 
of Lords if they are turned 
down by the Court of Appeal. 

The four are a former Navy 
lieutenant commander, Duncan 
Lustig-Frean, 36: a former RAF 
sergeant. Graeme Grady, 32; a 
former RAF nuise, Jeanette 
Smith, 28, from Edinburgh; 
and a former navy weapons en- 
gineer, John Beckett, 25. All had 
civilian partners when they dis- 
charged, and all had good ser- 
vice records. 

The case continues today. 
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Space oddity: Protesters taking part In Operation Right to Know, above, demanding access to official information on UFO sightings such as an 
alleged UFO photographed over Warrington in 1978, below right, and a string of flying saucers from 1966, below left Photograph: Glynn Griffiths 
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UFO protest: MoD asked for ‘truth’ on sightings 


LOUISE JURY 

It was all a question of common- 
sense reasoning, they said. Hie 
Ministry of Defence knew a lot 
more about unidentified flying 
objects (UFOs) than it was 
publicly prepared to admit. 

“The earth is in the midst of 
something non-human," said 
John Holman, UK co-ordinator 
of the campaign to end UFO 
secrecy. “It’s becoming more 
and more documented. 

“They’re not hallucinations, 
they’re not all mis-identifica- 
tions. L ara -as sceptical -as the 
next person; but when I see 
■video, e^erandT»dou ! t r know 
Whdt&ey^-tfiey^-notbal- 
, loons and they are not aircraft 
- 1 want to know."- ' 

The point seemed perfectly 
reasonable. The Government 
has files. It has people in its Sec- 
retariat Air Staff assessing 
whether flyin g flashing li g hts are 
the Russians or little green 
men from outer space. Opera- 
tion Right lb Know believes the 
public should be told. 

As Mr Holman, a 46-year-old 
industrial designer from Ripon, 
North Yorkshire, and 20 sup- 
porters demonstrated outside 
Parliament yesterday, passers- 
by seemed only slightly puzzled 


by the banners proclaiming: 
“UFOs Are Real. Hie Truth Is- 
OuL" 

Closer questioning threw up 
matters more baffling, howev- 
er. “Alien abductions have been 
going on for a long lime," con- 
fided Busty Taylor, a driving in- 
structor from Hampshire who 
also lecturers worldwide on 
crop circles. 

“The aliens have been car- 
rying out experiments. There’s 
lots of evidence to prove that 
point now. I’ve seen many 
UFOs." 

Phillip Lambro, a 60-year-old 
Los Angeles composer, told a 
story of Christopher Coiambus. 
When the great explorer was 
looking for money for a ship, he 
was told he would never get 
across the ocean and how the 
beasts and dragons would de- 
vour him, or if he survived, how 
he would fall off the end of the 
horizon. “We know now that is 
not the case," Mr Lambro said. 

There have been 50 million 
reports worldwide of UFO 
sightings since 1954. Not all of 
them were fakes. Mr Lambro 
belong to the Raelian Move- 
ment, which is preparing an em- 
bassy for extra-terrestrials for 
when they land. 

There was nothing to be 


afraid of, said Andrea Corsick. 
45, a Californian marketing 
manager. “I really don’t think 
there's going to be things like 
in the movies." 

Mr Holman endeavoured to 
bring the debate bade down to 
earth. “What we are after are 
the military reports and pilot 
reports winch have been col- 
lected over 50 years,” he said. 

“We want to know what the 
military assessments arc and 
what recommendations were 
made to government. We arc 
not in a Gold War situation now, 
so why should UFOs be 
deemed a threat?” 

Next year, Nick Pope.aserv- 
ing civil servant who spent four 
years with the Ministry of 
Defence's UFO-watching sec- 
retariat publishes a book. Open 
Skies. Closed Minds - official re- 
action to the UFO phenomenon. 
Mr Holman and Operation 
Right To Know arc excited at 
the prospect. They believe he is 
now on their side. 

Michael Owen. 47. a passing 
American businessman, took a 
leaflet from the group for a 
UFO-spotling friend back 
home. “As people of old looked 
for dragons, people of today 
look for what may or may not 
exist." he said- 
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BBC demands 


dominant role 


MARIANNE MACDONALD 


’HkBBC yesterday began a 
campaign to persuade the Gov- 


ernment to give it a dominant 
power base in the brave new 
world of digital television, due 
to start taking over the screens 
in two years. 

The corporation announced 

that ft wants total control of one 

of the six new digital frequen- 
cies - called “multiplexes” — 
which will provide the technol- 
ogy to create some 20 extra tele- 
vision channels. 

A wholly owned multiplex 
would give the BBC far more 
power than it would have under 
the Government's own pro- 
posals, made in a consultation 
paper in August, to award 
the multiplexes to commercial 
middlemen. 

That scenario could force 
the BBC to share a frequency 
with ITV or put the corporation 
in the humiliating position of 
having to negotiate with its 
multiplex operator on pro- 
gramming schedules. 

Yesterday John Birt, the 
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Sting s adviser 
tells of shame 
over £6m losses 


MARY BRAID 


The rock star Sting's former 
accountant claimed in court 

ne^osses from the perform er 
because he was too embar- 
rassed to own up to them. 

Keith Moore, 51, who b ac- 
cused of stealing £6m from the 
actor and singer, said he had 
hoped that a series of risky in- 
vestments - using Sting’s mon- 
ey - would eventually become 
successful. The ventures 
included a chain of Australian 
curry bouses and a project to 
turn Russian military planes 
into passenger aircraft. 

Mr Moore said it was his job 
to resolve, not give problems to 
Sting. He said their relationship 
relied on “mutual trust”. 

Mr Moore, who has denied 
using Sling’s money for his awn 
interests, insisted that once it 
became dear the money was 


the court that a tip-off alerted 
him to the alleged fraud. 

Mr Moore said he was 
ashamed about what had hap- 
pened, but denied making any 
admission of dishonesty. “Ab- 
solutely not,” he said.“Tbere 
was no wrongdoing.” 

Mr Moore, of Fulham, south- 
west London, denies 15 sample 
charges of stealing from Sting’s 
personal bank accounts and 
from a company account 
between 1988 and 1992. 


Ctoss-exazninedby Ian Stem, 
for theprosecution. Mr Moore 
agreed that although he sent 
Sting regular statements about 
some of his bank accounts he 
never provided .information 
about an account the singer had 
with the Bank of Scotland. 

The prosecution claims Sting 
never knew his money was be- 
ing used to fond largely unsuc- 
cessful schemes and that it was 
illegally transferred from Coutts 
and Company to Gramelda 
Investments Ltd through the 
Bank of Scotland account 

Mr Moore denied telling a 
bank manager Gramelda was 
his company or that the mon- 
ey behind it was lus. He says that 
while the former lead singer of 
the Police did not know the 
details he had approved the 
“general principles” of the for 
vestment strategy. 

The trial continues today. 


became dear the money was 
lost be had been waiting for the 
right moment to tell nis em- 


ployer. He agreed with his de- 
fence counsel, Nicholas Purnell 


QC, that he planned to “sugar 


the pill” by telling him once it 
became clear bow much he 


became clear bow much he 
had saved the star in royalty 
negotiations until his record 
company, A&M Records. 

But before the 524m saving 
emerged, he was confronted by 

Sling's lawyers. Sting has told 


Property prices 
keep on falling 


House prices fell in nine out of 
1 2 regions between the second 
and third quarters of this year 
and were lower thana year ago 
everywhere apart from North- 
ern Ireland, according to figures 
published yesterday by the Hal- 
ifax Bufldfog Society. 

TTie-provmce continued to . 
buck the downward trend in the 
rest of the United Kingdom. 


hut prices were still down on a 
year ago. Regional prices were: 
North: average pnee £48,714, 
down 23 per cent quarter-qn- 
quarter, 4.7 per cent year-on- 
year; " . 

Yorki/Humherside: £50.535, 
down 11 per cent and 3per cent; 
North-west: £52,415, down 


2.4 per cent and 53 per cent 
East Midlands: £53,041, down 


. 3 B wn- I 


continue to underpin market 
and business confidence gen- 
erally. The factors which have 
contributed to lack of con- 
sumer confidence in the UK ... 
arc not having thesame market 

effect” . ■ - 

The only other two regions to 
record price rises, both of 
0.6 per cent, between the sec- 

, > MraHprtWWtlW 


South-west: £61,323, down 
03 per cent and 23 per cent 
South-east £77,299, down 
0.6 per cent and 0-8 per cent; 
Greater London: £77,613, down 
1 per cent and 13 per cent; 
Northern Inland: £45350, up 
Z9 per cent and 3.1 per cent 
Scotland: £57,459, down 

23 per cent and 1-4 per cent 
United Kfogdom £61,499, down 
1 per cent and 2.6 per cent 


BBC’s director-general, said: 
“The digital age win liberate the 
BBC to provide a far wider 
range of services. But if we are 
to make as innovative a contri- 
bution to the digital age as we 
did fo the radio and TV age, we 
need a multiplex for the BBC.” 

Mr Birt also urged the De- 
partment of National Heritage 
to draw up a timetable for 
transfer from the present ana- 
k)gue broadcasting system to the 
distal one, culminating in a 
switch -off date for analogue. 

“"We want a dear statement 
on a timetable from govem- 
paent, a process which leaves the 
industry fo no doubt,” he said. 

His comments came after 
the BBC submitted its response 
to the Government's consulta- 
tion paper on digital televi- 
sion, which asked tor replies by 
the end of last week. 

Digital television - which 
has been compared by Virginia 
Bottomley, the Heritage Sec- I 
retary, to “moving from black- i 
and -white to colour TV” - 
increases the number of chan- 
nels winch can be broadcast on 
terrestrial transmitters by con^ 
pressing more infonnatioh into . 
the same space. 

The system, which wUJ open 

S ' on screens to home 
home banking anH, 

, video on demand, 
will start from 1997 although it 
could take 15 years to effect a 
complete changeover. 

The existing stations - BBC1, 
BBC2, ITV and Channel 4 and 
the yet-to-be-launched Channel 
5 - have all been guaranteed 
one of the extra channels cre- 
ated by the move to digital. 

Mr Birt said the BBC would 


take advantage of the extra 
broadcasting tune to offer view- 
er increased sports coverage of 
events such as Wimbledon. 
Every summer, viewers com- 


between the tennis and cricket. 
. The extra station would also 
allow a 24-hour BBC news op- 
eration, more coverage' of arts 

festivakSuch as the Proms con- 
certs and *gaveJ-to- gavel” 
footage of party conferences 
and key Commons debates. 

A -good example of the opr 
portimftiesoiflfoedby digital was 
VJ Day, Mr Bin added. “With 
a single multiplex the BBC 
would have been able to show 
VJ Day events at length and at 
one ana the same time from dif- 
ferent parts of the UK.” 





Seeing the light: The Royal Pavilion in Brighton, named as winner in the 1995 Lighting Design Awards 


Photograph: Andew Hasson 
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The new Oki 0L600ex six page per 
minute printer leaves other page 
printers in the dark. 

For example, when working 
with Microsoft Windows™ and 


the Oki MicroRes 600 feature, it 


produces enhanced pin sharp print 


THE OKI 0L600U 

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION: 

• PRINT SPEED: 6PPM WITH RISC 
PROCESSOR ' 

• PRINT RESOLUTION; 300 X 300 
DPI, 600 X 600 DPI WITH 
MICRORES 600 FEATURE IN GDI 
MODE 

- MEMORY: 1.0 MBYTE STD. 18.0 
MBYTE MAX 

• PAPER HANDLING: 100 PAGES 
STANDARD. OPTIONAL 250 PAGE 
2ND PAPER TRAY. OPTIONAL 
80 SHEET MULTIFEEDER FOR 
ENVELOPES 


it has fewer moving parts so less 


breakdowns and less service costs 


to 600 x 600 d.p.i. 


It takes up barely more room 
than a sheet of A4 paper, making it 


EMULATION: PCL 4.5 
INTERFACE: BI-DIRECTIONAL 
HI-SPEED PARALLEL INTERFACE 


ideal for desktop use. 

And because of its LED technology 


OKI 

People to People Technology 


In fact, it has proved to be so 
reliable we’re including a five year 
warranty on the LED print head, as 
well as a one year on-site warranty 
on the printer. 

With an exceptionally low price 
of around £340 (excluding VAT) the 
Oki 0L600ex easily outshines other 
comparable page printers. 

See the light with Oki! 


LET’S TALK PRINTERS: 


0345 414 400 


Monday- Friday 8.30-5.30. Answering service outside office hours. 
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NHS set to 
be biggest 
private care 
provider 


NICHOLAS TIMMINS 

Public Policy Editor 

The National Health Service has 
become Britain's thin! largest 
private hospital group - and will 
soon become the biggest, ac- 
cording to an annua! review of 
independent health care. 

A dramatic turn-round in 
the use of NHS pay beds and 
the construction of ever grow- 
ing numbers of private patient 
wings - some using the Gov- 
ernment's private finance ini- 
tiative - saw the NHS take 16 
per cent of the acute private 
health care market last year. 
The figure represents a rise of 
almost SO per cent on 1988, the 
year an historic decline in NHS 
private patient activity saw it 
take a mere 11 per cent of pri- 
vate patient business. 

By the likely time of the next 
election in 1997, the NHS will 
have 20 per cent of the market, 
according to The Fitzhugh 
Directory. It is already the third 
largest private care provider af- 
ter BUPA Hospitals and the 
French-owned group which in- 
cludes BM1. The decision of the 
French group to hive off its cen- 
tral London hospitals means the 
NHS is likely to be the biggest 
provider of private care in rev- 
enue terms in the current fi- 
nancial year. 

“The increase in market 
share is being brought about not 
only by the increasing number 
of private units being commis- 
sioned by the trusts, but also by 
the increasing revenues which 
these units arc generating as 
their familiarisation with the 
market increases," according to 
William Fitzhugh, the directo- 
ry's author. 

The top ien NHS earners all 
generated revenue of more 
than £2m with the London hos- 
pitals, Guys, St Thomas’s and 
the Royal Free, all raising more 
than £8m. In all, the NHS 
brought in more than £H5m 
from treating private patients. 

Private work now accounts 
for more than 10 per cent of in- 
come at the heart transplant 
centre at Harefield Hospital, 


Hampshire, the Nuffield Or- 
thopaedic Centre, Oxford, and 
Wrightington Hospital, Wigan, 
which also specialises in or- 
thopaedics, including hip re- 
placements. 

Another seven hospitals 
earned more than 5 per cent of 
their income privately including 
Oxford's Radcliffe Infir mary 
(5.6 per cent), St Maty's in Lon- 
don (5.8), the Christie in Man- 
chester (7.3), Liverpool’s 
Cardiothdracic Centre (7.6), 
the heart transplant centre at 
Papworth, Cambridgeshire 
(7.6), the Royal National Or- 
thopaedic, London, (8.8) and 
the Royal Flree (8.9). All saw in- 
creases of between 10 and 20 
per cent in private patient rev- 
enues last year. 

Less specialist hospitals with 
significant private patient rev- 



per cent) and the Frimley Park 
in SuiTey (3.6). 

Thists are now marketing 
their private patient services 
“aggressively” and “the unspo- 
ken fear” among independent 
private hospitals “is just how far 
the NHS wfll succeed in pene- 
trating the market", according 
Mr Fitzhugh. “Could it really 
become the dominant force?” 
he asks. 

Labour's polity on private 
practice remains unclear, he 
says, and after reaching a 20 per 
cent share of the market in 1997, 
(he arrival of a Labour gov- 
ernment would be likely to lim- 
it further capitalisation by the 
NHS on its “unique facilities 
and consultant relationships”. 

Independent hospital groups 
now appear resigned to slow but 
steady growth. “Not long ago, 
independent hospital opera- 
tore used to talk of a large un- 
tapped market which they felt 
existed just over the horizon ... 
Increasingly, many are now ac- 
cepting that this untapped mar- 
ket wasamirege,” Mr Fitzhugh 
says. 

□ The Ftizhutfi Directory, Tbnth 
Edition 1995-96, 12 Itiverview* 
Grove, London W43QT. £240. 


Asthmatics’ victory 
in road closure bid 


Families of seven asthmatic 
children who live near a smog- 
ridden London road yesterday 
won the first round in their bid 
to have it closed to traffic on 
days with poor quality air. 

Mr Justice Popplewell, in the 
High Court, granted them leave 
to bring a judicial review of a de- 
cision in June by Greenwich 
council not to use its powers un- 
der the 1984 Road Thiffic Reg- 
ulations Act to close roads 
when they are a danger to 
health. 

However, the judge warned 
the families not to anticipate vic- 
tory. He said the case was “just 
about capable of being argued 
and should be argued". 


The hearing should take 
place before Christmas. 

Graham Read, for the fami- 
lies, said there was over- 
whelming evidence that air 
pollution, especially from car 
emissions, had an effect on 
asthma sufferers. 

An expert report indicated 
that Trafalgar Road, Green- 
wich, south-east London, was 
particularly subject to prob- 
lems because it was in a valley 
and because of the density and 
proximity of housing. 

There had been insufficient 
consideration of the evidence by 
the council because it had mis- 
understood the scope of its 
power under the Act 


DAILY POEM 


Poem 

By Raul Bowies 

If only I might live as many centuries as I shall years 

My pleasure would be choking me 

I should stand in the fleeting wind on a high hill 
And watch the stars swim over me for years 
At each rainstorm I shold feel the rough earth draining away 
Beneath my fingers like sand at the outgoing tide . . 

I could afford to take years at each bill at each garden 
1 could lie at the oceanshore for the time of two lives 
And watch the waves roll in and creep out 
I should find myself in northern castles nights where long since 
All is dead and the cobwebs waver in the midni ght chill 
1 should crawl down stony glens at the edge a crystal sphere 
this large .... 

Could not kill my thirst _ 

I should hunt out a planted slope high over the city at evening 
And watch the lights and watch the shadows and ships ana 
the black . ... . , , . 

Islands and I should find a deep hot valley bursting with dffld- 

OHeaves creeping with life and lei beetles and ants crawl at 

Toscc if I were dead I should spread my fingeis fanwise in 
the 

And chaUeSno shrink me or drain my fiery blood 
Atdu&H should listen for footfalls in the thicket of vmes near 

I should hold my breath 

Shen he was he was 19 or so, with a note to say that he had 
once shownit to Gertrude Stein. “You’re no poet, Mr Bowles . 
she had said, “Stick to composing”, which rather put him off. 

Paul Bowles’s poem is published in FRnedeiJPoetry Number Five, 

gsessssK sssr™ “ 
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hew clothes to be sold after 320 years 
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Holding on to the past: Anne Liny of Sotheby’s with Janies ll’s elaborate wedding costume, to be sold in November Photograph: Glynn Griffiths 


MARIANNE Mac DONALD 

Arts Reporter 

The honeysuckle-embroidered 
wedding suit of James II, the 
younger son of the executed 
Charles L is to be sold at auc- 
tion next month. The brown 
wool jacket and breeches will go 
under the hammer at Sotheby’s 
on 2 November for an est- 
imated £200,000 to £300,000. 

The suit was made for James 
11 when, as Duke of York, he 
married his second wife, the 14- 
year-old Mary of Modena, in 
the hope of producing a male 
heir to the throne. Maiy was a 
fervent Catholic, and the wed- 
ding was opposed by the court 
of the ageing Charles H. 

The pair must have made an 
odd couple - James had a 
slight, girlish figure, while Mary 
was described as “talk and ad- 
mirably shaped”. Nevertheless, 
the pair were wed in 1673 at a 
ceremony boycotted by almost 
all the court except the loyal Sir 
Edward Carteret, to whom 
James gave the suit in gratitude. 
It passed to Sir Edward's wid- 
ow and then to her sister Anne 
DureU, later wife of Matthew dc 
Sausmarez of Guernsey. It has 
been kept at the Sausmarez 
Manor on Guernsey ever since. 

Mary did give birth to a son, 
James Stuart, who spent most 
of his life in exile, although 
Anne and Mary, James's daugh- 
ters by his first marriage, both 
became Queen. 



> FlexAccount The problem is this: your bank has stood still for too long. It has resisted change. 
Which is why your current account is far behind FlexAccount. Compare and decide for yourself. 1 . FlexAccount has overdrafts without 
set up costs or monthly fees. 2. Our overdraft race is one of the best you can get. 3. You get a £100 cheque guarantee, debit and 
cash card in one. 4. Our competitive interest rate increases with your balance. 5. You get a full service 
from every branch without the unnecessary charges. Now call 0800 3 3 55 99 (quore ref. FP35) 




or visit a Nationwide branch and do what you should have done with your bank years ago. Replace it. THE 'BUILDING* SOCIETY. 

Find us on the Internet at http://www.narionwnde.co.uk/nauonwide 

Applicants must be oner IS. The opening of a FlexAccount k subiccr miuniv Fjymeni Cardv cheque guarantee cards and overdrafts. w only available to tWc ever 1 8 and me uibjcrt 
to an sppraiol of applicant, Gnanoal standing. All ttfetcsuei ro overdrafts relare in ones with prior agreement. Written quou lions arc available on request. Nationwide Building 
Society; Nationwide House. Pipers Way; Swindon, SNSS 1 NIB! Nationwide b a m e mb e r of the Building S^eietw Ombudsman Scheme and cubicrihec to the Code of Banking Pranks. 
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At last, Sarajevo basks in 
luxury of electric light 


EMMADAIY 

Sarajevo 

The guns along Bosnia's front 
lines were due to foil silent at 
one minute past midnight last 
night, after natural gas and 
electricity began flowing to 
Sarajevo, the precondition for 
a 60 -day ceasefire. 

The government declared it- 
self satisfied with the restoration 
of utilities to the capital yes- 
terday, paving the way for a 
meeting last night to formalise 
the truce. But the darkest facet 
of the war - the ethnic cleans- 
ing of Serb-held areas - accel- 
erated before the truce, after 
which the parties are supposed 
to treat prisoners and civilians 
‘‘humanely''. 

“As far as we are concerned, 
utilities are restored," said Jim 
Landale, a UN spokesman in 
Sarajevo. A Bosnian minis ter. 
Hasan Muratovjc, said the gov- 
ernment would meet the rebel 
Serbs at Sarajevo airport last 
night, after which “we will 


proclaim the full implementa- 
tion of the agreement and our 
army will receive an order for 
a lota] ceasefire". 

The UN High Commission- 
er for Refugees said 8,000 to 

9.000 Muslims were facing ex- 
pulsion across the front line to 
central Bosnia. Some 6S0 
refugees, with their tales of 
horror, were expelled from the 
northern town of Sanski Most 
by paramilitaries loyal to Zeljko 
Raznatovic, the notorious war- 
lord known as Arican. 

Kris Janowski of the UN- 
HCR in Sarajevo said those ex- 
pelled told stories of rape, 
robbery and torture, and of 
being detained without food in 
a makeshift camp as their men 
were taken away. Before the 
war, more than 500,000 Muslims 
and Croats lived in the Banja 
Luka area; fewer than 20,000 re- 
main, and Mr Janowski said 

8.000 to 9,000 Muslims may be 
expelled in the next few days. 

Once the ceasefire is in place, 
the UN may at last win access 


to northern Bosnia, where 
heavy fighting has reduced Serb 
holdings in the past few weeks. 
The peace-keepers will need 
freedom of movement along 
front fines to monitor the truce 
and report violations. At pre- 
sent, Sarajevo is probably the 
only front-fine area where the 
UN has a decent view. 

Much of Sarajevo's Old Ibwn 
sank into darkness last night, but 
the dty centre and parts of die 
new town were enjoying the de- 
lights of (heavily restricted) 
power supplies, and even, in 
some privileged areas, water. As 
was the case before the Serbs 
cut off electricity in May, resi- 
dents are allowed to use only a 
few watts - enough to power a 
television set, a couple of lights 
and a stove, but no heating - 
hence the vital importance of 
gas supplies as winter ap- 
proaches. 

“The city is in the process of 
being completely gassed up," 
said Gordon Hay of the British 
Overseas Development Ad- 


ministration. “It is actually flow- 
ing into houses at the moment 
in the centre of the city and the 
new part of town _ ft is hoped 
that the whole city will be on by 
tonight.’* 

The ODA engineers were 
promising a constant supply 
rather than the 24 hours on, 24 
hours off Sarajevans were ac- 
customed to. And the gas now 
smells, which should cut the 
number of explosions. In the 
past, as pressure fluctuated and 
pilot lights failed, odourless 
gas built up until some unfor- 
tunate householder lit a march. 

“WeVe lived in the dark for 
so long,” Bosfljka Maraus said, 
her eyes filling with tears, as the 
lights went on. “I don’t know 
wbat to do first ... I will cook 
something then I will clean the 
flat-" City streets filled with the 
hum of vacuum deaness and the 
sound of music yesterday - 
though most people, like Mrs 
Maraus, did the chores first, 
fearing the supply would cut out 
after three or four hours. 




Our nonstops to the U.S. go 

nonstop all day. 

At American Airlines, everything we do is built around your 
needs as a business traveller. Which is why we offer the con- 
venience of frequent flights to key U.S. cities. And from our 
U.S. gateways, American and American Eagle can take you to 
over 2 00 U.S. cities, as well as destinations throughout Latin 
America, Mexico, the Caribbean and Canada . For reservations 
and information, call your travel agent or American Airline 
on 0181 572 5555 or 0345 789 789 (outside London). Rw 
holiday packages, call American Airlines Holidays on 0181 577 
9966. To find out more about American Airlines on the 
Internet, visit our web site at http://www.antrcoip.com/AA 

AmerjcanAirlines* 

Something special in the air . : 


21 Daily nonstops 
from the UK. 


7 to Chicago 
7 to New York 
2 to Boston 

2 to Dallas /Fort Worth 
1 to Los Angeles 
1 to Miami 

1 to Raleigh/Durham 


American Airlines is a registered trademark of American Airlines, Inc. 01995 
American Airlines. Ail nghts reserved. American Eagle is American’s regional aMine associate. All schedules subject to change without nodee. 


Killer of Britons 
shoots himself 


Tangier (Reuter) — A police- 
man who killed two British 
tourists in the north Moroccan 
city of Tangier last week com- 
mitted suicide yesterday as 
police closed in on his hideout. 

Martin and Margaret Gow- 
er, a couple in their 60s from 
Ruislip, west London, were 
killed instantly by the gunman, 
who shouted “AOahu Akbar n 
(God is Greatest) during a 
rampage last Friday. Patnda 
Shenat, a British woman in her 
50s who was shot in the back, 
flew home in a hospital plane 
on Sunday. 

Police went to a house near 
Ksar Seghir, four miles north of 
Tangier, after hearing that the 
fugrtwppoficenian was hiding 
there. The official Moroccan 
news agency, MAP, said: “As be 
noted their presence, he shot 
himself with a bullet in die head, 
which killed him instantly” 

. The killer has been identified 


as Inspector Mustapha Ham- 
ouche, a 39-old-father of four. 
He went on a shooting spree at 
a seaside hotel after killing his 
wife. Three other tourists, in- 
cluding a 12-year-old British girl, 
Charlean Barker Hall, were 
wounded in the attack at the 
Ihriq hotel. Charlean and her 
parents heard a woman shout- 
ing, “Help me! Save me!", and 
Charlean spoke to the gun- 
man, who, she said: “looked 
carefully at me" before opening 
fire. . 

Police said the shooting ap- 
peared to be a crime of passion 
by a distraught husband who 
thoudit his wife was cheating on 
hhn during frequent visits to the 
hoteL A German tourist who 
was in thebar at the time of the 
shooting said there were about 
50 people in the bar when a man 
wearing a long white robe 
walked in and started shooting 
with a small pistol. 


IN BRIEF 


Nigeria cuts coup leader’s sentence 

Abiga — The life sentence imposed on the former military ruler 
of Nigeria, retired General Olusegun Obasanjo, on charges of 
plotting a coup has been reduced to 15 years, the information 
minis ter Whiter Ofonagoro announced at a news conference in 
the federal capital, Abuja. Sentences on 41 others allegedly in- 
volved in the coup plot, including Gen Obasanjo's former num- 
ber two Shehu Musa Yar’Adua. has also been reduced. Renter 


Court rules it can hold genocide trials 

Addis Ababa - An Ethiopian court ruled it has the authority to 
try members of the former Marxist regime on genocide and mur- 
der charges. The Central High Court said the transitional gov- 
ernment had the legal authority to set up the court to try members 
of the regime it defeated and replaced. Lawyers for the 70 de- 
fendants had argued the court lacked jurisdiction and that the 
defendants should be tried by an international tribunal. Tfrenty- 
foui of the 70 defendants are being tried in absentia, including 
former President Mengistu Haile Mariam, who is in exQe in Zim- 
babwe. Afl face the death penalty if convicted on genocide or mur- 
der charges stemming from the deaths of 1,823 people. AP 

Kim Jong-ll still to take up key posts 

Tbkyo — North Korea’s unanointed leader Kim Jong-11 made a 
rare public appearance at a military parade yesterday to celebrate 
the 50th anniversary of the Communist state’s ruling party. Of- 
ficial media and the country’s defence minister bailed Kim Jong- 
ll as the leader of the country’s Communist Party, the state and 
the army, but there was no formal announcement that he had 
assumed any of the key leadership posts. Reuter 

Three Mohajir rebels die in shootout 

Karachi — Pakistani police said that three detained militants of 
the Mohajir National Movement (MQM) were killed -in a 
shootout Rthim Farooqi, alias Fahim Commando, a well-known 
militant leader, and two other MQM detainees died in a hail of 
gunfire after police had taken them to a bouse they had identi- 
fied as an MQM hideout during interrogation. Ratter 

Hero general takes to the hills 

Manil a — A former much decorated Philippine army general 
charged with corruption has announced his defection to Com- 
munist re bels an d urged other soldiers to join him in the moun- 
tains and overthrow the government. RaymtmdoJarque, a former 

regional commander who won 30 medals for his exploits against 
rebels, said in a published statement he was switching loyalties 
because he could not expect justice from a system rotten to its 
core. “The only way to justice is revolution. . . to the mountains 
and revolution!’’ tie said. Reuter 

UK ready to encourage Sri Lanka talks 

London— Britain is ready to facilitate talks between the Sri Lan- 
ka government and Thmil Tiger rebels, who are on the brink of 
anew round of fighting in their 12-year dvil war, writes Michael 
Sberidm. The Foreign Office minister Jeremy Hanley said on a 
visit to Colombo that the British government would help arrange 
a meeting if both sides wanted to negotiate. In Loudon, the 
Foreign Office said Britain did not want to mediate between the 
parties but was realty “to encourage them to come together," per- 
haps at a location in the UK. 
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Paris — Defiant in the face of threats from Islamic militants tr 
mg to overthrow the Algerian government. President Jacqui 
Chirac confirmed he will meet with Algeria's president later th 
month. And in a new display of resolve to keep Muslim radicn 
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between Marseilles and Algiers. 

Observers at risk in Chechen fighting 
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FBI puzzles over ‘Gestapo’ train wreckers 


RUPERT CORNWELL 

Washington 

Beyond doubt, it was sabotage. 

But one question yesterday 

preoccupied ^ Us aulhoritie i 

from the FBI U p to President 
BUI Clinton: just who are the 
Sons of Gestapo", apparently 
responsible for Monday’s fatal 
tram derailment in the 
Arizona desert. 

Speaking to business leaders 
at the White House, Mr Clin- 
ton declared his “profound out- 
rage "at an “act of cowardice" 
which left one crew member of 
Am trek’s transcontinental Sun- 
set limited train dead and 80 
people injured. But. his aides in- 
sisted, the President had not de- 
cided the attack was an act of 
terrorism. “That is a co nclusi on 
for law enforcement agmefcg to 
reach," said the White House 
spokesman, Mike McCurry. 

As the FBI took over, two 
theories predominated. TTie 
most popular was that, as sug- 
gested by the references to 
Waco ana Ruby Ridge in the 
two notes left near the wreck by 
the “Sons of Gestapo", the de- 
railment followed the pattern of 


April's bombing of the Feder- 
al building in Oklahoma Crty- 
an act of revenge for the two at- 
tacks by government agents on 
isolationist movements. 

The second theory owed less 
to the notes than to the nature 
of the sabotage, which showed 
at least a rudimentary knowl- 
edge of railways. Hence, this 
view goes, the culprit could 
have been a disgruntled former 
employee of Amtrak, the gov- 
ernment-subsidised company 
operating the Sunset Limited 
and other long-distance pas- 
senger services. 

Yesterday Klanwatch, an or- 
ganisation that tracks hate 
groups, said it had no record of 
the Sons- of Gestapo". But, 
Klanwatch’s director, Joe Roy, 
noted: “Ifs not imngiai for a cell 
of a larger group to take an alias 
when it branches out. Or it 
could have been a solo indi- 
vidual with a grudge, trying to 
blame it on the militias ." 

The FBI is pursuing both pos- 
sibilities, delving anew mto the 
shady world of the citizens’ 
militias - the. bulk of them 
harmless, but a few composed 
of hard-core extremists bent on 


CLEVELAND DAYS 


Joke city of the 
rust belt reborn 
in steel and glass 


What is North America’s “in” 
dty these days? Vancouver or 
Seattle on the West Coast, you 
might imagine, or a booming 
metropolis of the South such as 
Atlanta or Albuquerque. Not a 
bit of it If there is one place on 
the planet that is on a roll, it is 
Lhis erstwhile rust-belt basket 
case on the gloomy shores of 
Lake Erie. 

Not so long ago, Cleveland, 
alongside its hapless baseball 
team, the Indians, was a joke, 
a “Mistake by the Lake" held 
up with Detroit as a case study 
in terminal urban dysfunction. 
So polluted was the Cuyahoga 
river, which bisects the city, that 
m June 1969 it actually caught 
fire, Oeveland’s leaders were a 
parody of incompetence and 
provincialism. One framer may- 
or, Ralph Perk, at a ceremony 
designed to show his solidarity 
with the working man, managed 
to set his own nair alight with 
a blowtorch. Mrs Perk earned 
her niche in old Cleveland's Hall 
of Infamy by turning down an 
invitation to dinner at the While 
House because it was her night 
at the bowling club. Finally, 
Mayor Dennis Kndnicb 
brought about the first financial 
default of a major US dty in 
modern times. All fodder fra the 
funnymen: “What’s the differ- 
ence between Cleveland and the 
77 tonic? Cleveland has a better 
orchestra." 

You don’t hear that sort of 
thing any more. Cleveland is a 
dty reborn. The centre is a steei, 
marble, and darkened glass 
showcase of modern US archi- 
tecture. The Indians have left 
the sporting morgue of Munic- 


would not join the national 
stampede to suburbia. The start 
was the conversion of the old 
Baltimore and Ohio rail termi- 
nal into a prototype big dty of- 
fice, shopping and restaurant 
complex. The apotheosis was 
the debut of the Rock Hall of 
Fame last month. For Rabbi 


jpai Stadium for a glittering 
$200m (£130m) arena called Ja- 
cob’s Field, and are four wins 


from their first World Senes 
since 1954. Finally, there is the 
Rock 'o' Roll Hall of Fame, a 
dazzling white tower and su- 
perstructure fused with a glass 
pyramid, leaning out over the 
lake. For its rumbustious sub- 
ject, the airy building may be too 
reverential, too antiseptic. But 
it's class, and dass is the name 
of the game in Cleveland. 

“By the end of the 1970s we 
were' a city in freefall," Tbtn 
Bier, an urban policy specialist 
at Cleveland State University, 
told me. “No one could have 
predicted this; it’s far beyond 
anything I thought possible.” 

“Thfe" is a tale of enlightened 
self-interest, linking local non- 
profit foundations, big busi- 
ness and a new generation of 
municipal leaders. At some 
point around 1980, Cleveland's 
great and good decided they 


more than human agency was 
involved. “One couldn’t help but 
wonder if God had a hand in 
this whole epiphany,” he wrote 
in Cleveland's Plain Dealer. 

Cleveland is not perfect You 
can argue that renewal is for the 
benefit of the suburbs- that, as 
Mildred Madison, former city 
council and school board mem 7 
ber, put it,' “Thfcy’re doling out 
tax breaks for the downtown, 
while the public school system 
is rotting.” 

' It is true, too, that a “sin tax" 
on cigarettes and alcohol to pay 
for the new baseball stadium, re- 
jected by poorer inner city res- 
idents, passed thanks to voters 
in the suburbs. The same may 
happen over the renovation of 
Municipal Stadium, where the 
footballing Browns still play. 
“Cough up, or we're outta 
here," might be summed up as 
the attitude of the Browns' 
owners. Middle-class suburban 
America hates nothing so much 
as losing a major league sports 
franchise. 

But, you sense, good things 
areslowly starting to spread to 
where they are really needed. 
Drive three miles east of down- 
town into the Hough neigh- 
bourhood, scene of Cleveland’s 
ghetto riots of the Sixties, and 
a remarkable right awaits. 
Houses - decent, freestanding 
and new - are being built in an 
American inner city. Not many 
yet, to be sure, and only with the 
help of tax breaks and federal 
incentives. But people are mov- 
ing in, not out. Amazingly, 
bouse sales and house prices are 
now rising foster in Cleveland 
proper than in the suburbs. 

Will it work? Can Cleveland, 

ms, American 

dty has thus for managed? 
“What we really want," Mr 
Bier told me, “is a mix of in-, 
comes and a mix of races. We’re 
not there yet, but we’re head- 
ing in thaL direction.’' Forget the 

Indians and their gorgeous ball- 
park, forget the Rock ’n’ Roll 
Hall of Fame and the other 
downtown splendours by the 
lak».Tb dream aJittle dream in 
Cleveland, go to Hough. 

. . . RUPERT CORNWELL 





ARIZONA 


[ MEXICO 

the destruction of the federal 
stale. 

.On one point, however, he 
and specialists are agreed: Ari- 
zona, with its anarchic WDd 
West past, its proven connec- 
tions with the militias and fre- 
quent appearances in the tale 
of Timothy McVeigh, who is the 
chief suspect in the Oklahoma 
Cfty blast, is a natural breeding 
ground for such incidents. 

Inevitably, new questions are 
being raised about Am Irak's 
safety - just as the railway is 
fighting to stave off former 
cuts m its funding by the Re- 
publican Congress. 


Amtrak has suffered a num- 
ber of accidents in the last few 
years, most lethally in 1993 
when the Sunset Limited, this 
time heading east, plunged off 
a bridge into an Alabama lake, 
drowning 47 people. 

Amtrak says that without re- 
sources for investment, its net- 
work wfll perforce grow more 
obsolete and less competitive. 
But Amtrak’s chairman, 
Thomas Downs, insisted yes- 
terday that the system was “100 
per cent safe", and denied that 
Die perpetrator was an embit- 
tered ex-employee. 

■About 30QJJ00 people” in the 
US knew enough about railways 
to have removed spikes fasten- 
ing the rails to the sleepers, un- 
boiled a plate between two 
sections of rail and then rewired 
the signal which would have 
warned of a gap in the track. 

America's very size means 
that rail tracks can never be ful- 
ly protected. The Sunset Lim- 
ited's route covers 3,066 miles, 
the western third of them most- 
ly empty desert. And one per- 
son could have sabotaged the 
track in 10 minutes, a railroad 
official said. 





Rail rescue: Paramedics from the Arizona National Guard carry off an injured passenger from the Amtrak wreck 
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go home 


Executed: Passport photograph of the overworked maid. The victim’s fattier insisted she die Photograph: Reuter 


Said Saleh Mansour tamed up 
every day to attend the trial is 
the United Arab Emirates of 
the 19-year-old accused of 
killing his four-year-old 
daughter. 

Again and again, he urged 
the court to expedite her exe- 
cution. Asked to pardon the Sri 
Lankan maid, thefether - ase- 
■nior officer in the Ras al- 
Kharnw police department - 
replied uncompromisingly. 

.‘’Sir,’’ he wrote, “how can 1 par- 
don a. person who has brutally 
killed my nmobern daughter 
who was only four years of 
. rage?? The. I^.-sealed the 
fatelof SitfyraniOk. In April, 
she was led fromier prison cell 
to stand in a whiteufwja gown, 
crying uncontrollably, before a 
seven-man firing squad. 

Her father, Mobametf Nilan, 
a labourer attached to the city 
council -in.Cblombo, capital of 
. SriXanka, heard that the sec- 
1 and- of his five daigjhters had . 
been executed after an Islamic 
trial only when neighbours 



RobertFfsk, Middle East 
• Correspondent, in his third 
report on Islamic executions of 
women, describes the tragic 
fate of Sithy Farook iri the UAE 


received a telephone call from 
one of her friends. 

“Our daughter was so -oh-, 
happy 'with her employers that 
she wiottjj&ane marry ttmessay* 
ingshe wanted to returnto Sri 
to|d_ one of the fc> 

days after bi&^Sangbier’s, exe- 
cution. “Bttt w6 asjfced her to 
stay and complete her contract 
- now; look at the fate that 
befelLher.^ 

Appeals by the Sri Lankan 
g p w nn nefrt, its embassy in Abu 
Dhatw- tfae capital of the Unit- 
ed Arab.Fmiifttes - and even 
from the president of the JRas 
al-Khaimar court, refused to 
soften Said Mansour’s anger. 


Sithy Brook had stabbed his 
daughter to death on 17 Octo- 
bar, 1994* and stemustw the 
price. In Ins eyes, andin those 
oftbe court, there were no ex- 
tenuating circumstances; no 
one mentioned Sithy’s pleading 

. letters to Jjftfether, even if they 
knew-abourthem. No oncSug- 
ted-asSilhy told friends m 
: prison-* that she had cou- 



woukf be home to Sri 
Lanka if she (fid. " 

Sithy KrooKs stray is tragi- 
cally mundane, a pathetic tale 
of a former Colombo garment 
worker who was sent out to the 
emirates as a maid to earn 
ennngh money to buy her par- 
ents a new home in Sri Lanka, 
only to find herself over- 
whelmed try the work she was 
given and the six children die 
was expected to look after. Her 
employer had invited relatives 
to five in his home, she wrote, 
ordering Sithy to look after all 
of them - a total of 17 children, 
some of them babies, and one 
of them a handicapped girl. 

After her execution, Sri Lan- 
ka's newspapers - though very 
definitely not the emirates’ 
press - asked what had driven 
Sithy Earook to kOl the four- 
year-old girl In court, she read- 
ily admitted to the murder, as 
she did to Sri Lankan embassy 
officials. A report by the Sri 
Lankan foreign ministry later 
recoded that SStfay “without any 
hesitation or fear... admitted 
die committed foe offence... 
she remembers file child biting 
ber aim ahd she, having lost her 
temper; statobsag herwitfaapen< 
ta^Kte-naS-mtterwhkhwas 
ft fcfctffintfftit that moment,” 

MiBm Sithy Stubbed 
ffiet^degirtwith a“sterpsted 
■‘kejy" mef j^ngto resu sc itate 
her vhu&m ted a fit The 
records 5 State that the maid 
then wrapped the child’s body 
in a piece of doth, placed it in 
a box ted buried it beneath a 
neighbouring house. 

’ m :fife ^Weeks immediately 


before the killing, Sitte had ad- 
dressed several more letters to 
her parents, pleading to be al- 
lowed to go home,- ad ding th at 
her employer was not posting all 
her letters and was not passing 
on letters from he rftjml y. Her 
father gave his perifcfcsion for 
her to come home jwit, so he 
’ said later, Sithy deatifcd to car- 
ry on working for another two 
years. 

When he heard of 6ft daugh : 
tar’s death sentence,' he met Sri 
Lanka’s government leaders 
ted personally appealed for 
his daughter's life to the Pres- 
ident of the United Arab Emi- 
rates, Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan 
al-Nahyan. The Sri Lankan 
chargi d'affaires in Abu Dhabi 

discussed pithy’s casewith the 
emirates’ ministry of foreign af- 
fairs. Repeated offers were 
praA <- to the dead child’s fami- 
ly of “blood money” which 
would allow Sithy to be spared. 
But, according to the Sri 
Lankan authorities, the little 
girfs father, Said Mansour, still 
insisted upon Sithy’s execution 
and would not accept any offer 
of money. Given the rules of Is- 
lami c law in such circumstances, 
the emirates’ .authorities con- 
cluded, the maid would have to 
be put to death. 

Her father originally asked 
for file return of Sitfay’s remains 
to Sri T jnfea But he could not 
afford the cost of shipping; her 
body home and reluctantly ac- 
cepted that she should be 
buried in an unknown grave in 
Ras al-Khaimar. Sithy was a 
Muslim, and this would mean 
that she would be buried clos- 
er to the holy city of Mecca. 

When the Independent ques- 
tioned the Sri i-wnlrnn ambas- 
sador to Abu Dhabi about 
Sithy’s death last week, he said 
he ted no details since he had 

earner. The'Sxmrofficer at the 
embassy would say only that 
Sidy was 20 years old when she 
was executed; file was in fact 19. 
Whoa I asked if I could meet 
the Sri Tjinlcan official who 
handled Sithy’s file, 1 was told 
fimt he vras “quite ill at the mo- 
ment”. More than a month af- 
ter Sirius death, tte Sri Lanka 

its “fiiock and distress"lbaMhe 
most strenuous efforts to save 
her fife had not been taken. Her 
execution was recorded in the 
local emirates’ press in a single 
paragraph on an inside page. 


Mexico plays 



as 

toll reaches 66 


PHIL DAVISON 

Latin America Correspondent 

President Ernesto Zedillo yes- 
terdaydedaredone of Mexico's 
prime tourist playgrounds a 
disaster area after at least 66 
people, and possibly many 
more,' were kmed in Mexico’s 
worst earthquake since 1985. 
But he went ahead with his first 
state visit to 'Washington, where 
he was greeted at the White 
House by President Bill Qin ton 
yester da y morning. 

The government sought to 
play downthe extent of Mon- 

Pacffic'orast, but it cortd*le a 
crippling blow to tourism at a 
time when the struggling econ- 
y badly needs file income, 
ihe government sent troops 
tieh) with rescue work after 
Monday’s tremor, measured at 
7.6 on the Richter scale. 

Worst hit was the u pm ar ket 
resort of Manzanillo, 325 miles 
west of Mexico C3ty. The seven- 
storey Gosta Real hotel col- 
sed completely, trapping 30 
guests and 27 employees as 
guests took breakfast just after 
930am. 

Reuters reported that a 21- 
year-old honeymooner, Carlos 
Jimenez, sat with his head m hfc 

hands waiting for rescuers to 


Mr Zedillo, under fire for his 
h a ndlin g of the economic crisis, 
the unsolved murders of two top 
politicians and a cardinal, and 
alleged government links with 
drug traffickers, was immedi- 
ately criticised for going ahead 
with his Washington trip. 

Possibly thinking of future 
tourist trade, he described the 
disaster as “not of unmanage- 
able magnitude”. That re- 
minded Mexicans of the words 
of President Miguel de la 
Madrid in September 1985, af- 
ter at least 6,000 people, and 
possibly up to 10,000, were 
killed in an earthquake regis- 
tering 8.1 on the Richter scale. 
He declared that Mexico did not 
need outside help. He later 
had to retract that statement 

After being greeted by Mr 
Qmtononthe South Lawn, Mr 
Zedillo said they would dismiss 
illegal immigration, Mexico’s 
economy and drug trafficking. 
Mor e than 70 per cent of the co- 
caine consumed in the US 
comes through Mexico, mostly 
from Colombia. Asian gangs 
use Mexico as a transit point for 
heroin and it is also a major 
source of marijuana. 

A Colombian news report at 
the weekend said Mr Zedillo’s 

election campaign fast vear had 





In 1954 we saw pe&rmance wi 

In its maiden season, the performance of the Mercedes WI96 was as remarkahle as Its appearanca ttir tiSy 
the development of cars that perform better on the road. On October 14th, we introduce the new Mercedes 


. police officers were 
Jolted when a polkas station 
cotepsed near Mmzaofflo. Ho- 
teo were also damaged in an- 
...% resort, Puerto \hflarta, 
but none collapsed. 


been partly financed by Colom- 
bia s Cali cocaine cartel. Adding 

that Mr Zedillo was probably 
unaware of such funding, the re- 
port said the information had 
come from a cartel informant 
m detention in the US. Mr 
Zfcpulp s government and the 
US Drug Enforcement Ad- 
“JfrJSfration denied the report. 
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Burning down of Maori 
church ignites race fears 
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West’s fears 
deepen over 
spread of 
missiles 


HR1STOPHER BELLAMY 

fcfence Correspondent 

lie spread of nuclear, bioiog- 
ial and chemical weapons and 
hllistic missiles to carry them 
i “one of the world’s greatest 
once ms", the London-based 
ltemadonal Institute for 
irategic Studies (IISS) said in 
te latest edition of its annual 
stvey of world military power, 
p Wished yesterday. 

However, the institute’s di- 
ictor, John Chipman, warned 

te as a new and coherent 
treat to fill a vacuum left by the 
allapse of Communism. “Not 
A these challenges can be met 
t the astute deployment ofmfl- 
iiry force. I don't think it’s right 
t talk about Islam as an or- 
gnised threat against the 
Test," Dr Chipman said. 

He also identify China and 
forth Korea as the only coun- 
tesi in cast Asia spending more 
a defence than was justified by 
teir legitimate needs. The HSS 
escribes China’s behaviour as 
"ecTetivc" and accuses it of 
falsification" in accounting. 
At present, no missiles 
cvned by states other than the 
cficial nuclear dub - the Unh- 
d States, Russia, China, Britain 
ad France - can reach Europe 
c North America, but the DBS 
onfirmed predictions that the 
suation could change in the 
rxt few years. North Korea is 
cveloping a missile that can 
rach US territory, and missiles 
lunched from North Africa and 
te Middle East are expected to 
b able to hit Britain in less than 
afecadc. 

The latest issue of 77a? MUi- 
try Balance covers missile pro- 
liferation, Chinese mflitaiy 
sending and peacekeeping. 
"It is somewhat bizarre that 
te end of the Cold Wiar has 
tightened perceptions of the 
rissile threat," the surrey says. 
Iftcen countries apart from 
ast European and former So- 
wt states have surfece-to-sur- 
fcc missiles, casting doubt on 
te effectiveness of the Missile 
"ichnology Control Regime 


(MTCR), signed by 25 coun- 
tries. Key missile suppliers- in- 
cluding China - appear not to 
have complied fully with the 
MTCR guidelines. . 

“The only alternative is, of 
course, active defence mea- 
sures,” The MUoary Balance 
says. These would range from 
anti-missiles such as the J%tri- 
ots used in the 1991 Gulf war to 
more sophisticated measures 
as envisaged in the Eighties 
Star Wkrs initiative. The US is 
developing ballistic missile de- 
fences -first,to protect its own 
forces andT regional allies and, 
^seeoDd, to counter future attadks 
on the US itself. 

According to the jouxnaLto- 
ation Week and Space Tkchnoi- 
ogy, so many missile defence 
studies areunder way that Pen- 
tagon officials are fear it will not 
be possible to evaluate them afl. 

For the moment, conven- 
tional aircraft are more UMy to 
cause serious damage than mis- 
siles, the IISS says, because 
they can cany more explosive 
or chemical or biological agents, 
and can hit mare accurately. But 
the ballistic missile, “mainly on 
account of its range, speed and 
cost relative to that of a manned 
aircraft, is a favoured delivery 
means for proliferating states”. 

Missile proliferation threat- 
ens three areas: the Middle 
East, where even relatively 
short range missfles can strike 
other states’ capitals, the Indi- 
an subcontinent, and North 
Korea’s neighbours. 

The longest-range and most 
formidable missile in the Mid- 
dle East is the Chinese-made 
CSS-2, deployed by Saudi Ara- 
bia. With a range of nearly 
1,700 miles and a iwo-and-a-hatf 
ton warhead, it outranges Is- 
rael’s Jericho-2 , which can fly 
940 miles, and carries five times 
as much h ig h explosive, chem- 
ical or biological agent. 

North Korea’s Scud-C mis- 
sfle, with a range of more than 
300 miles, can hit anywhere in 
South Korea, and the Ihepo 

Dong missfle, range 1,500 miles, 

now under development, could 
hit the US territory of GuahL 


China quadruples 
defence budget 


(hina has been lying to the UN 
pout its defence spending ac- 
ortiing to the International 
klitute for Strategic Studies, 
rites Christopher Bellamy. 
The Chined do not report 
teir defence pending to the 
foiled Nations to the stan- 
ordised format. The United 
Sates Defense ,SecrcUu£ 
vflfenw Fern, asked Peking test 
yar to “improve the trans- 
arcnCT of their military ac- 
Smting^The IISS estimated 

>94 waffehn (flWtaJ 
for times ffieefficiaJ figure- 
CalcuhfflfflP ,i '4 he . defence 
sendmg 

bes hashtejgbecn Affigdt- 

tiled anahrses<)Uhai of 
a and Chma.;The^rter^ 
implicated by.thefacti^^ 
topic's : U^bcratiM Anmyno* 
aly manages armed forces oi 

-million, making ?? 
(Minting impossible, but also 



William Pony: Asterf China 
to givo true mllHaiyfacts 

has 25,000 industrial enterpris- 
es. distinct from the defence in- 
dustries, .with a civilian 
workforce ofup to 3£ million. 

Since-1979 Chin* has shifted 
fromthe dpcErfoe of “Bedple’s 
war" - a gumifla war on Chinese 
territory *- to - a tea- ' 

‘ jbr 

the USB cbnsidfeisJBk remote, 
China has formed^^ieactiop 
forces and given top priority to 
motteniisnghscquipmenL 


PETER WALKER 

It is a signal of the changed tem- 
per in New Zealand that the 
sight of flames leaping from an 
old woodea church in the mid- 
dle of the night now arouses sus- 
pidonofraaafl^in^jired arson. 

The destruction of the Ran- 
giatea Anglican church last 
weekend in the town of Otaki 
40 miles north of Wellington 
would, in any case, have come 
as a blow to the country. 

Raogiaiea was built by one of 
the greatest figures m New 
Zealand history, the chief lb 
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church. 


Photograph: Reuter 


Rauparaha, who conquered 
much of the country at rough- 
ly the same tune Europeans 
were settling. Although be 
probably never converted to 
Christianity, his church became 
a symbol of rare cross-pollina- 
tion between the races, Euro- 
pean and Maori. 

Dozens of trees were hauled 
down to the coast by Maori, 
while European or pakeha 
sailors and whalers raised the 
roof beams. 

The work was overseen by a 


young English missionary, Oc- 
tavius Hadfield, also remem- 
bered for taking a coup of 
Maori chiefs back to Oxford in 
the 1830s and there compiling 
the first Maori lexicon. 

From the outride, the church 
was an example of the best ear- 
ly colonial architecture; inride, 
the atmosphere was over- 
whelmingly Maori, with great 
wooden pillars and tekoteko 
panels of decorative woven flax 
covering the walls. 

The possibility that Ran- 
giatea - the name means the 
“Abode of the Absolute" and 
derives from a sacred island 

west of Tahiti - was deliberate- 
ly burned dawn adds an omi- 
nous dimension to the racial 
divisions that have emerged in 
New Zealand since the 1980s. 

In the past two years there 
have been a series of tit-for-lat 
attacks, always at night, on var- 
ious symbols of the rival races 
-a colonial statue here, a Maori 
community meeting house 
there. 

Last month a group of 
Maoris in Northland burned 
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• Aad your cheap, 

battered organiser 
-is worth up to £10. 

Buy a new pen from \ 
WH Smith and, depending 
on the price, we’ll give 
you up:to £15 for your old 
one, no matter what 
state it’s in. Likewise, we’ll 
give you up to £10 for 
your old organiser when you 
buy a new one; again 
we don’t care how tatty it is. 

This offer* only lasts 
until 28th October, so start 
rummaging in 
your drawers and get down 
to WH Smith. 
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down a school building in a dis- 
pute over land occupation. Be- 
fore last weekend’s fire, graffiti 
had been sprayed on the stat- 
ue of Te Rauparaha and else- 
where in the churchyard. 

Some in the local Maori 
community had no doubt yes- 
terday about the cause and cul- 
prit behind the fire. “White 
power," they said 

There is in fact no such 
group or body - but the phrase 
represents something real in 
New Zealand: as increasing 
anger among many whites at the 
new Maori assertiveness and 
demands for reparation for 
stolen or confiscated land. 

lb Rauparaha - who is also 
famous for composing the 
words of the haka that the All 
Blacks perform before rugby 
test matches - spent most ofhis 
life at war, before turning to the 
arts of peace in his last years. 

For nearly a century and a 
half his handiwork was a sym- 
bol of concord Thai it has now 
gone - either by accident or de- 
sign - does not bode well for 
New Zealand 


/ 



There’s more to life with WH SMITH. 


Prices correct at time of going to press. Subject to availability at WHSmith stores in England & Wales only. 













ID 

obituaries / gazette 


Kukrit Pramoj 


- WEDNESDAY « OCTOBER : 


A former prime minister of 
Thailand, an international film 
star, a journalist, a newspaper 
proprietor, a banker, an art con- 
noisseur, a Thai classical 
dancer, Kukrit Pramoj was a 
man for all seasons; or, rather, 
a man who knew how to weath- 
er the enormous political and 
social changes that have 
transformed his country from 
a sleepy South East Asian 
backwater into a Mecca for 
economic investment and 
international tourism. 

By birth he was an aristocrat 
and proud of it, although be of- 
ten joked that his official title 
Mom Rajawong, usually ab- 
breviated to “M.R.", stood for 
minor royalty. Kukrit was in feet 
a great-grandson of the second 
king in the current Thai royal 
dynasty and he wrote several 
nostalgic semi-historical novels 
about life at court in the time 
of his forebears. However, even 
at the turn of the century the ab- 
solute monarches of Siam, as the 
country was then called, realised 
they could not forever insulate 
their kingdom from the outside 
world. Bending with the wind, 
the princes who occupied ail the 
leading positions under the ab- 
solute monarchy sent their 
numerous offspring to be edu- 
cated abroad As a result Kukrit 
experienced a traditional British 
public school upbringing, at 
Trent College, in Derbyshire - 
although he never complained 
about has did his elder broth- 
er Seni - fallowed by Queen’s 
College, Oxford. 

Nevertheless the ruling 
princes did not bend for enough 


and in 1932 their comfortable 
world was shattered A group of 
commoners staged a virtually 
bloodless coup to oust the ab- 
solute monarchy and introduce 
a constitutional government, 
albeit retaining the King as 
head of state. 

No longer could Kukrit look 
forward to occupying a position 
at court where he could indulge 
in his passion for Thai art, lit- 
erature and classical dancing. 
Instead he had to go out and 
earn a living in the incipient 
world ofThai b ankin g- But it 
was after the Second World 
Wfer.m winch be played no role 
(unlike his brother Seni, who as 
Thai Ambassador to the Unit- 
ed States led the Free Thai 
movement abroad in opposing 
the Japanese occupation), that 
Kukrit discovered his major 
vocation. He founded a news- 
paper, Liberty, as a platform for 
criticising those who had abol- 
ished the absolute monarchy, 
whom he regarded as corrupt 
and amply hungry for power. 

These views met with con- 
siderable sympathy amongst 
the Bangkok elite and he was 
elected to the National As- 
sembly in 1946 on the basis that 
he opposed the ruling clique. 
But the acerbic wit in which be 
clothed such criticism earned 
him many enemies, including 
the wartime dictator Field Mar- 
shal Pibul Songkram, who re- 
turned to power after a military 
coup in 1S47. That and the sub- 
sequent imposition of increas- 
ingly strict press censorship, 
seemed to put an end to 
Kukrit's political and jour- 


nalistic career. Instead, during 
the next 22 years of virtually un- 
broken military dictatorship in 
Thailand, he devoted himself to 
cultivating his interest in 
preserving and fostering Thai 
culture. 

His reputation brought him 
to the attention of Hollywood 
for the casting of the film The 
UgfyAmerican, a cynical view of 
a supposedly imaginary South 
East Asian country caught up in 
the wiles of US diplomatic in- 
trigue at the time of the Viet- 
nam war. Kukrit was chosen to 
star in the film as the Prime 
Minister of Sarkhan who has to 
cope with a somewhat boorish 
American ambassador played 
by Marion Brando. little could 
he have realised in 1962, when 
the film was shot, that it was a 
role he would come to play in 
real life 13 years later. 

Like Sarkhan, Thailand was 
enormously affected by the 
neighbouring wars in Vietnam. 
Not only did Thailand see a 
massive influx of American aid 
during the 1960s “to prevent it 
from going Communists It also 
had to cope with the presence 
of large numbers of Americans 
who established seven airforce 
bases in Thailand as well as us- 
ing Bangkok as the main recre- 
ation centre for their troops 
fighting in Vietnam. Despite the 
negative aspects of this physi- 
cal and cultural invasion, it be- 
gan to transform political 
attitudes as well, especially 
amongst the younger genera- 
tion: in 1973 a spontaneous pop- 
ular uprising, to everybody’s 
surprise and after much blood- 


shed, succeeded in ousting 
Thailand's military dictator- 
ship. Hie country was returned 
to civilian rule under a govern- 
ment to be elected according to 
a new constitution. 

This was Kukrit’s great op- 
portunity to revert to his f orme r 

career as journalist and politi- 
cian, He established the Social 
Action Party to campaign in the 
elections held in early 1975 on 
the basis of spreading Thailand’s 
nevdy acquired economic pros- 
perity more evenly throughout 
the. country. This party gained 
aknofpopilarsa^»rt,butnot 
an overall majority in the As- 
sembly which, unexpectedly 
and some would say perverse- 
ly, decided that the Democrat 
Party with many ' fewer seats 
should try to form a coalition 
government under the pre- 
miership of its leader Seni 
Pramoj -Kukrit’s brother. But 
Seni was much less skilful a 
politician and soon lost a vital 
vote of confidence in the As- 
sembly which had then no oth- 
er resort but to ask Kukrit to 
become Prime Minister. 

It was a task he took on with 
relish as if he had been waiting 
for it all his life. But this was 
1975, when the Communists 
gained control of neighbouring 
Cambodia followed Toy Vietnam 
and Laos in quick succession, 
leading to fears that Thailand 
might soon succumb. In the tra- 
dition ofThai (fylomacy, Kukrit 
presided over a major read- 
justment in the co untr y’s foreign 
policy, first by appeasing Chi- 
na and establishing diplomatic 
relations during the coarse of a 


historic visit to Pekii^ to talk to 
Mao Tko-tung. Then, bowing to 
militant left-wing student pres- 
sure, he demanded that the 
Americans withdraw all their 

military haws fm m T hailand fm- 

mediatdy in order to avoid any 
possible provocation for a 
Communist takeover. 

These moves deeply divided 
public opinion, which had be- 
come volatile following the end 
of the military dictatorship, 
with militant groups taking to 
the streets of Bangkok on any 
pretext In one such demon- 
stration, an angry clique of po- 
lice marched to Knknt’s home 
and burnt it down, togecherwilh 
his priceless collection of 
antiques. 

But itwas the issue on which 

he had campaigned riming the 

decdonwhichfinally^elledthe 
end of his government in early 
1976. lb boost the income of the 
peasants in the countryside, he 
proposed that the price of rice 
should be increased in urban 
Bangkok. This brought down 
upon him the wrath of his op- 
ponents in the Assembly* who 
forced his resignation and new 
elections. His brother Seni was 
briefly brought back to pre- 
miership; but once more the 
militaiy intervened. 

Short as his spell as p rime 
minister was, and he was nev- 
er to return to power again, 
Kukrit Pramoj came to be re- 
garded as Thailand’s elder 

gtalwma n. Tfe hgri a ft i y all, pg- 

gotiated with Mao and dared to 
argue with Henry Kissinger. 
What is more, even after the re- 
turn to power of the mflitary, he 


did not hesitate to express his 
opinions in forthright terms 
both in foe columns of Siam 
Rath, the newspaper he con- 
trolled, or directly to journalists 
who frequently made their way 
to his borne. 

For instance, duri ng yet an- 
other militazy coup attempt in 
the mid-1980s, T managed to 
force my way through his gate 

by virtue of havmg met him pre- 
viously on soda] occasions, to 
be told that the only way to stop 

T hailand' s se emingl y endemic 

coups was to shoot all the gen- 
erals. But then Kukrit abrupt- 
ly changed tire subject and 
started tafirmg about his latest 
hobby: growing daffodils and . 
crocuses with the help of a 
deep freeze. This, he said, pro- 
vided a sensation of winter be- 
fore emerging into Thailand’s 

tropical heat. . . - 

His knowledge of flowers 
prompted him on another oc- 
casion ro desraibe one of his less 
robust successors , in the pre- 
miership as a “ p res sed pansy” 
which, given ms own sexual 
tendencies, about which he 
made no secret after divorcing 
his wife, was interpreted not so 
modi as malice but as a matter 
of fecL It was typical, too, of the 
man Thais have come to-love 
and hate as the most colourful 
and outspoken politician and 
journalist of their past few 
decades. 

Jody Stowe. 

Kukrit Pramoj, politician: bom 
20 April 1911; prime minister of 
Thailand 1975-76; dkd Bangkok 
9 October 1995. 
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Kukrit: a poMdan the IhaOs came to love and hate 


Professor P. W. Richards 


Sir Frederick Delve 


P. W. Richards made outstand- 
ing contributions in two fields 
of botany, the ecology of trop- 
ical rain forest and the taxono- 
my and ecology of biyopbytes 
(mosses and liverworts). 

His intensive field experi- 
ence in all three of the major 
tropical regions equipped him 
to write a book. The Tropical 
Rain Forest (1952), in which he 
synthesised not only his own 
work, but much scattered in- 
formation, often fragmentary 
and from obscure sources. 
Characterised not only by schol- 
arship but by its clear style and 
readability, a feature of all his 
published work, it stimulated 
much further work on rain for- 
est. Although many books on 
the subject have since appeared, 
it is still widely quoted. His lat- 
er years were devoted to the 
preparation of an enlarged, 
completely revised and eager- 
ly awaited new edition. Sadly, 
although he had passed the 
first proofs, he did not live to 
see it published. 

In bryophyte ecology too he 
produced a synthesis (a chap- 
ter in Manual of Bryology, 1932) 
which opened the way to further 
work. His easy style of writing 
allowed him to produce two suc- 
cessful. more popular, books: 
the King Penguin Book of 
Mosses (1950) and The Life of 
the Jungle (1970). The latter not 
only brought out the fascinat- 
ing complexity of rain forest to 
the general reader, but em- 
phasised the importance of its 
conservation. 

He was born in 1908 at Wal- 
ton on the Hill. Surrey, the 
youngest son of H.M. Richards, 
then medical officer of health 
for Croydon, but moved to 
Cardiff and then to London. At 
the age of eight Paul Richards 
was already collecting plants. He 
was put in touch with C.C 
Druce, who encouraged him 


Birthdays 

Sir Godfrey Agnew. former Clerk of 
l he Privy Council, 82; Sir Anthony 
Beaumont-Dark, former MP, 63; 
Miss Maria Bueno, tennis player. 56; 
The Hon Sir Adam Butler, former 
government minister, 64; Sir Bobby 
Charlton, footballer, 58; Vice- 
Admiral Sir John Coward, Lieu- 
tenant Governor of Guernsey, 58; Sir 
Timothy Daunt, former ambassador 
to Turkey, 60, Sir Michael Edwaxdcs, 
company chairman, 65; Miss Dawn 
French, actress and comedienne, 
38; Mr Geoffrey Has lam. insurance 
company director. SI; Sir Denys 
Henderson, chairman. Rank Or- 
ganisation, h_V ( Mr Charles Jones, re- 
gional director, CfBT Education 
Services, South East Asia, 61: Vice- 
Admiral Sir Ian McIntosh. 76; Mr 
Alan Phscoe. former Olympic hur- 
dkr, 48; Maj-Gcn Frauds Piggott, 85: 
Lord Prior, former Secretary of 
State for Northern Ireland, 68; Dame 
Diana Reader Harris, former Head- 
mistress. Sherborne School for Girls, 
S3; Mr David Rendali. tenor, 47; Mr 
Jerome Robbins, choreographer, 77, 
Air Marshal Sir Michael Stear. 57; 
Lord TurdofT. former president of the 
Liberal Party, 67; Mr Thomas 
Wheore. headmaster of Bxyasston 
School, 51; Mr Richard Wilson, civ- 
il servant, 53; Mr Tony Worthington 
MR 54. 

Anniversaries 

Births Arthur Phillip, admiral and 
first governor of New South Wales. 
173& James Baity, historical painter, 
1741; Heinrich Wilhelm Matthaus 
CHbert, astronomer, 1758; Sir George 
Williams, merchant and founder of 
the YMCA, 1821: Henry John Heinz, 
food-products magnate, 1844; Sir 
John Bernard Partridge, artist and 
cartoonist. 1861: Lewis Fry Richard- 
son, physicist and pathologist, 1881; 



Richards: tropical rain forests 

and enrolled him in the Botan- 
ical Exchange Club, describing 
him in 1919 as “our youngest 
member”. By 1920 he was also 
studying mosses. 

In 1927 he entered Trinity 
College, Cambridge, where be 
graduated in 1931 with first das 
honours and was awarded the 
Rank Smart Prize for Botany. 
With the award of the Coutts- 
Trotter Studentship he em- 
barked on research, and was 
elected a Fellow of Trinity in 
1933. 

His early dedication to the 
study of plants in the field was 
maintained throughout his life. 
On starting work for his PhD he 
was persuaded to use cherry lau- 
rel, then a favourite plant of 
Cambridge plant physiologists, 
in physiological experiments, 
but he soon realised that 
laboratory experimentation was 
not for him and his thesis was 
on the ecology of tropical rain 
forest, work which he had al- 
ready started while still an 
undergraduate. 

In 1929 he was a member of 
an expedition to Moraballi 
Creek in Guiana, a major re- 
search effort staffed otherwise 
by experienced workers. On 
this be developed a technique 
of forest description, the “for- 


est profile", which soon be- 
came very widely used. He 
would fell a narrow strip of for- 
est, and measure each tree fol- 
ly, with its height in the canopy, 
in order to elucidate the layered 
structure of -the rain forest. In 
1932 he joined a major expedi- 
tion to Sarawak, and in 1936 or- 
ganised and led an expedition 
to Nigeria. 

From 1938 to 1949 he was on 
the staff of the Cambridge Uni- 
versity Botany School, and in 
1949 was appointed to the chair 
of botany in the University Col- 
lege of North Wales (now 
known as the University of 
Wiles, Bangor) and remained 
there until retirement in 1976. 
On moving to Bangor he found 
a small, though active depart- 
ment At a time of expansion, 
he was able to build up a much 
larger department with wide in- 
terests. It became internation- 
ally known as a centre of 
ecological research and at- 
tracted visitors from many parts 
of the world. 

With the needs of students 
from the tropics particularly in 
mind, he established an MSc 
course in ecology, one of the 
first in Britain, which attracted 
many overseas students. A re- 
spected figure in the college, he 
served terms as De3n of the Ac- 
uity of Science and Vice- 
Principal. His own teaching 
placed emphasis on fieldwork 
and many students can trace 
their interest in bryophytes and 
ecology to his inspiration. 

He was an active member of 
the British Ecological Society, 
(serving as President from 1962 
to 1963, as Editor of the Jour- 
nal of Ecology 1958-63 and one 
of the instigators of the Biolog- 
ical Flora cf the British Isles) and 
of the British Biyological Soci- 
ety, holding the office of Pres- 
ident in 1978-79. He travelled 
widely, holding many visiting ap- 


Axma Eleanor Roosevelt writer and 
lecturer, 1884; Francois Maumc, 
author. 1885; Richard Burton (Jenk- 
ins), actor, 1925. Deaths: Huldiych 
Zwingli, religious reformer, killed in 
bottle 153 1; Sir Thomas R^att, poet 
and diplomat. 1542; Meriwether 
Lewis, explorer, 1809; Samuel Wes- 
ley, composer and organist, 1837; 
James Prescott Joule, phyadsr, 1889; 
Maurice de Vlaminck, painter, 1958; 
Leonard “Chico" Man. comedian, 
1961; Jean Cocteau, poet, novelist 
and playwright, L963. On this dap: the 
Order of the Bath was constituted, 
1399; the tide “Defender of the 
Faith" was conferred on HetnyVTII 
by Pope Leo X. 1521; the Spanish 
fleet was engaged by the Dutdr ad- 
miral Maarten Ihunp, 1639; Eteter the 
Great became "Bar of Russia, 1669; 
the Chicago Fire ended, having al- 
most completely destroyed the city 
at a cost of $196m, 1871; the Lusi- 
tania, on her maiden voyage, crossed 
the Atlantic in record time, 1907; 
ennr mnns inflation fwwtnnk O r ma n 
currency, with the mark dr o p pin g to 
an exchange rate of lObn to the 
pound. 1923; m China, fighting broke 
out between the Nationalists under 
fliTanji Kai-shek and the Commu- 
nists under Mao Ife-nnig, 1945; the 
Apollo 7 spacecraft, with a crew of 
three, was bunched from Cape 
Kennedy, 1968. Tbday is the Feast 
Day of St Agilbert, St Alexander 
Sauli, Saints Andronicus, Taractms, 
and Probus, St Bruno the Great or 
Cologne, St Conke or Kenneth, St 
Gummaros or Gomaire, St Maiy 
Soledad and St Ned amis of 
Constantinople, 

Receptions 

Corporation of London 
A reception was held by the Corpo- 
ration of London yesterday evening 
at Guildhall, London EC2, to made 


the appointment of the Guildhall Li- 
hiarian and TKnv^ftf nf I Jhrarifti m il 
Art Galleries, Mr Melvyn Barnes, as 
President of Lhe library Association. 
Sir Christopher Wolford, Lord May- 
or of London, and Mr Barnes were 
the speakers. 

United Medical and 
Dental Schools 

The following were awarded Hon- 
orary Fellowships of the United 
Medical and Dental Scbooh of Guy’s 
and St Thomas's Hospitals at a cer- 
emony held on 5 October at South- 
wark Cathedral, London SE1: 
Profcw Henry Baraoft; Lord Bctterfitid; 
Professor Ronald Emdie; Sir Jain Green-- 
boroajb; Mr Hardd Ridley; Vbeonar 
WHulaw. 

Professor Andrew Rutherford, Vice- 
Chancellor, London University, 
presided. A reception was held af- 
terwards in the Glaziers’ HaU, Lon- 
don SBl, followed by a dumerm the 
Governors' Hafl. St Thomas’ Hos- 
pital, London. 

Wills 

John Middleton, Lord Campbell of 
Esfcan, of NeUlebed, Oxfordshire, 
Chairman of Booker McConnell 
1952-66, and a director of London. 
Weekend Television 2967-74, left 
estate valued at £421,176 net 
Sfr Lionel Alexander Bedtime 
Pffltingon, of London SWi, Conner 
chairman «f PflH ngrnn fllaa, left e%m 
tale valued at £1,869,877 net 
Mr Bettfamin Arthur Plemyng, of 
Brighton, East Sussex, Robert FTe- 
myng. the actor, left estate valued at 
£308538 net. He left hw sflver inkwell 
to DenviUe HaU, Nartbwood, Mid- 
dlesex, for use in the library. 

Mrs Margaret Anne Borges, of 
Cokhcster, Essex, left estate valued 
at £4,4574)12 neL 


pointments in universities 
world-wide and attending nu- 
merous international meetings; 
those which included opportu- 
nities to examine vegetation in 
the field particularly attracted 

hlTTI- 

Erom early in his career he 
was concerned with problems of 
conservation. He was a member 
of Nature Conservancy and of 
the National Parks Commission, 
and was chainnan erf the Nature . 
Conservancy Committee for 
Wales from 1956 to 1967, at a 
tim e when many decisions on 
nature reserves were being 
made. His international stand- 
ing and integrity were recog- 
nised when he was asked to 
serve on the committee set up 
by the American National Sci- 
ence Foundation to the 

consequences of the use of 
herbicides in the Vietnam war. 

On his retirement from Ban- 
gor, he and his wife Anne, who 
had been a fellow student in the 
Cambridge Botany School, 
moved back to Cambridge and 
he was able to renew his con- 
tacts with Trinity and the Botaity 
ScbooL 

Peter Grieg-Smith 

Paul Westmacott Richards, 
botanist: bom Wilton on the Hill, 
Surrey 19 December 1908; Pel- 
low, Irinity College, Cambridge 
1933; Professor of Botany Uni- 
versity College of North Wales 
1949-76 (Emeritus); member. 
Nature Conservancy 1954-67; 
member. National Parks Com- 
mission 1955-59; Chairman, Na- 
ture Conservancy Committee for 
Wiles 1956-67; President, British 
Ecological Society 1962-63; 
Editor, Journal of Ecology 195&- 

Unman Medal 1979; married 
1935 Sarah Anne Hotham 
(one son, three daughters); died 
Cambridge 4 October 1995. 


Lectures 

National Gallery: John Leighton, 
“Before Impressionism (5): Daumi- 
er, The LaundnsT, 1pm. 

Victoria and Albert Mnsemn: Louise 
Leases. "Glass by Morris Marmot 
1882-1960”, 230pm. 

Gresham College (at Hfode Street 
Church, Lopdon Wl): Professor 
David Owen Norris, “Hidden 
Depths: a performing analysis of 
Brahm’s six piano pieces Op 118", 
6pm. 

London School of Economics , Lon- 
don WG2 (Gender Institute Lecture 
in commemoration of the Gay Lib- 
eration Front): Professor Jeffrey 
Weeks, "The Legacy of GLF\ 
530pm. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 



Changing of the Guard 


Anaomceflunts lor Gnrtte BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES 4 DEATHS (Birtta, Adop- 


tbe Gazette Editor, Ute bdcpoadtac, 1 
Canada Stare, Canary Wlnrt London 
Q45DL,tdqihonedton712932011 (24- 
hoor answering machine 6171-2*3 2812) 
or bud to 0171493 2010, a*J art charged 
atl&50 a (toe (VAT extra). 


Frederick Delve, for 14 years 
Chief Officer of die London 
Fire Brigade, was an outstand- 
ing figure in the world of fire. 
His 92 years spanned the part 
of a century remarkable for its 
increase in fire hazards and in 

developing the essential services 

for dealing with them. 

“Freddy” Delve was the son 
of a Brighton master tailor. 
His parents’ plans for his edu- 
cation Were shattered in 1918 
when an ow-patifo tic “flapper” 
on Brighton sea-front mistook 
the tell, blood teenager for an 
older man do dging military ser- 
vice, and pinned a white feath- 
er to his lapel, lo his parents’ 
distress, be joined the Royal 
Navy on his 16th birthday. The 
war ended two weeks later. 

' Resigned .W SfcrVibe Tife,':' 
Delve became a wireless tel- 
egraphist His ship was sent to : 
the Black Sea to evacuate the 
British Militazy Missions as the 
Red Army overran the ports 
there and fix 1 the first time he 
became aware of the impor- " 
tance of good communications. 

In 1922 Delve left the Navy, 
and joined the Brighton Fire 


Brigade. By 1929 he bad passed 
a series of technical examina- 
tions with distinction, been 
commended for two particularly 
courageous rescues and pro- 
moted at the age of 27 to Sec- 
ond Officer - the youngest in 
Britain. He moved to the pres- 

193 ^Muftm- 
der his leadership they became 
the first in the country to install 
radio communications between 
all appliances and HQ. 

- It was from Creydon that he 

Crystal^^riace fire*i^l93<L 
There, hesaid, “far the first time 
I saw firemen turning then- 
brass helmets back to front to 
protect their faces from the 
^searing heaL” It was there too 
.thar hq -developed the 'skill 
wfakh was tobecame vitally im- 
portant during the Blitz, of re- 
laying hose over long distances 
and, if necessary, u pmll from the 
water sources to the fires. 

Delve was one of a small 
group of young, dedicated se- 
nior fire officers who had been 
pressing the Government to 
take seriously file threat of fire- 


bombing in any future war. It 

was not until after the air attack 
. on civilians in Guernica during 
the Spanish Civil War that in 
1937; the Home Office set up 
a committee, on which Delve 
served, to advise on changes in 
the fire service in Britain which, 
at that time, comprised more 
than 1,660 different brigades, 
most with equipment incom- 
patible with neighbouring 
forces. The ensuing Fire 
Brigade Act of 1938 established 
the Auxiliary Fire Service and, 
for the first time, admitted 
women to the brigades. 

As war .started he became 
Deputy InSpector-in-Chief of 
Fire Services and when the en- 


on Britain’s cities he travelled 
to their aid with help, advice 
and. if necessary, support from 
neighbouring brigades or the 
armed services. 

The heroism of the Blitz 
firefighters could not hide the 
deficiencies of their equipment 
and organisation and Delve 
was, again, among those who 
persuaded the Government to 
establish the National Fire Ser- 
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Delve (centra) with Viscount Montgomery at Atameln, reviewing the London Fire Brigade i 


vice in 1942. Soon afterwards e 
was appointed Chief Officer!! 
No 5 Region - the whole Ltv 
don area including its 70 crit 
of the River Thames Forma tin 
which he delighted in equipp£ 
with radio-communication. 1 
was to prove essential in thjr 
work protecting the fleet of sq- 
port vessels which racked 
Thames Estuary, laden wh 
explosives and ammunitic . 
awaiting D-Day! 

When the RAF began th r 
intensive campaign against e- 
emy tides, Delve was among i£ 
fire chiefs who advised on hi- 
to achieve optimum resus 
from fire bombing. Soon he v s 
protecting London from the t - 
slaught of VI and V2 rockcl 
After the war, when the N > 
was disbanded. Delve remain 1 
in London as Chief Officer f 
the re-formed London F : 
Brigade where he dealt with t : 
many new problems, indudi ; 
tower blocks, increasingly c - 
ficult traffic accidents and t : 
dangers of moving ha/ardc s 
materials across the capit. 
He replaced the old street It 
alarm posts with the "999" sj- 
tem, modernised the fleet of fe 
appliances and began a r- 
building scheme for fire staiioi 
He was the first Chief Oi- 
cer of the LFB to be knigbtp 
in office and, on his retircmdt 
in 1962, joined the board of S- 
curicor. He never ceased o 
grieve for his wife, who died {- 
ter 56 years of happy marriag. 

Sally Hollony 

Frederick William Dehe, fire f 
Jicer bom 28 October 196; 
Chief Officer, Croydon 
Brigade 1934-41 ; Deputy &- 
spector in Chief, National Ft’ 
Service 1941-43; CBE 19-h 
Chief Officer. London Fe 
Brigade 1948-62 ; Kt 1962; ml 
tied 1924 Ethel Morden (dk 
1980); died 2 October 1995. 


Regina t Westminster City 
Gnmefl, ex parte Csstefli; Rv ' 
Same, ex parte IHstan-Gairia; 
Qoecn’s Bench Division (Roger 
Henderson QC, string as a deputy 
judge); 5 October 1995 

A housing authority has pow- 
er to decide whether an appli- 
cant for housing has the right 
to reside in the United King- 
dom in order to decide whether 
it owes a duty to provide ac- 
commodation under Part m of 
the Housing Act 1985. 

Roger Henderson QC dis- 
missed two applications for ju- 
dicial review of the council’s 
decisions that it owed no bous- 
ing duty to either applicant. 

The first applicant, an Ital- 
ian, arrived in the United King- 
dom in March 1994 with jD^Ow 
to set up a business. However 
he was unsuccessful, his health 

deteriorated and tie suffered 
from being HIV positive. In 
February 1995 the council se- 
emed temporary accommoda- 
tion for him under section 63 
of the Housing Act 1985 and 
made inquiries into his possi- 
ble homelessness under section 
62. In April the council decid- 
ed that it owed no duty to house 
him under Part IQ of the Act 
as he bad no right of residence 
in the UK. 

The second applicant nun* 
from Spain to the UK in Feb- 
ruary 1993. He lived with an un- 


duty to house EC nationals 

r. aw pp.pnPT Whom f he I'mvniirrfttron mJ 
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cle and obtained employment, reasoning u 
He returned to Spam in early State for the 
1994 and came back to the UK Tower Hamit 
in February 1994 when he had ,632 belied a 
no paid employment and had tween inqui 
to leave his unde’s accomzno- and inquiries 
datum. He had HTV infection Although i 
and obtained income support wrong for tt 
and housin g bene fit- ; advice 
He was informed by the im- . govenrtbesft 
migration and nationality de- countik&tb 


ms right as an EC national to 
enter and reside in the UK was 
on a non -economic capacity 
provided he had enough re- 
sources to avoid being a bur- 
den on public funds. He was 


reasoning in R v Secretary of 
State for the Environment, ex p 
Tower Hamlets LBC [1993] QB 
, 632 belied any distinction be- 
tween inquiries about entry 
and inquiries about residence. 
Although it would not be 
wrong for the council to take 
■advi ce .ti oa';- an appropriate 
government department, the 
the IND in 
tms case, was the appropriate 
authority to decide about the 
applicants’ status and about 
whether and if so what duties 
were owed under the 1985 
Act. 

At the time when the coun- 


whom the immigration auj 
thorities had made no dear de 
cision _ that they werq 
sanctioning his residence. Kiri 
liament did not intend ho usin g 
authorities should owe duties 
to people who had come fronj 
other EC states who were no* 
self-supporting, not exercising 
rights of workers, or otherwise 
discharging functions oompatf 
ible with the promotion o] 
European objectives. 1 
Housing authorities coulq 
construe the status of rcripieni ’ 
of JND letters as unlawful an 
detide they owed no duties tq 
such persons. If the consc] 


. ^ , — uu# umc wucu uie co 

dmaderlsdedskandtha 

leave the I IK hut tnlH that if i i • » . 


leave the UK but told that if he 
did sot do so he would not be 
forced to leave. The council de- 
cided that it was under no 
duty to house him under Part 
IQ since he had no right to 
reside here. 

Jan lMba(TenenccHig&m That; bn- 


apputanw status and about such persons. If the consc] 

? Wl £ t a person’s having m! 

owed onder the 1985 right of residence was that tW 
At council owed no duty to him 

dl^i.St2^2fs K!un ' f 113 reasonable cour% was ti 

SlSsB SISBSSSS 

tionXiSsMdSS endsZem f ^ an ° b i- eCli ' 

do nothing to remove thembut C 

they enjoyed no right noTtobe & Cl ’ IS ^ W 
remmipV m chance on no nahL K wa 


removed. 


_ . aright, it 

munity Legal Centre) for the apph. In the light of the Towpr and lawfid that a ‘ 

cants; dive Hugh Jones (Council Hamlets case, a person whn h L* dut * was owcd 1 

5otktior)Jbr the council. had entered this coumjl ifle h^T£. hm ! decisio 
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news analysis 



Why Major’s tax promises just don’t add up 


The state of public finances has left 
the Chancellor with very little room for 
manoeuvre to satisfy conference 
.expectations. Paul Wallace explains 


A ll. chancellors have to speak 
with forked tongue, balancing 
messages of financial sobriety for the 
City and barnstorming euphoria for 
• the voters. 'Hie dilemma is always at 
its most acute at conference time, 
wheu the audience being addressed 
is party activists. 

But seldom has a chancellor faced 
a greater test of verbal dexterity than 
Kenneth Clarke will when he stands 
up to make his speech tomorrow in 
Blackpool. On the one hand, he has 
to boost morale with a pledge of tax 
cuts - or face the wrath of the party. 
On the other hand, he also knows he 
can’t afford them. No wonder the 
speech has apparently gone through 
extensive drafts. 

Two weeks ago, the City fired a 
sighting shot, warning of the barrage 
it could lay on a lax Budget. For the 
first rime ever, it did not buy all the 

The Chancellor 
talks tough on 
spending but he 
has found it just as 
difficult to deliver 
real expenditure 
cuts as his 
predecessors 


new government debt the Bank of 
England was trying to sell in one of 
its regular bond auctions to finance 
public borrowing. 

That auction was for £3 bn, but the 
Government may have to raise 10 
times that in the current financial 
year. This week the Ernst & Young 
Item Qub forecasting group, which 
uses the Treasury model, projected a 
deficit of £27bn, much more than the 
£21_5bn the Treasury anticipated last 
November. Worse still, even without 
tax cuts, it forecast a deficit of £25bn 
for next year, 1996-97, almost double 
the £13bn the ChanodUor projected in 
his last Budget. 

The deteriorarion.in the public 
finances has come for two principal 
reasons. One is that tax revenues 
have proved disappointing in the 
current recovery. In June, the Ttea- 
suiy conceded that VAX income tax 
and corporation tax were coming in 
below the levels it had anticipated at 
the time of the last Budget. These 
lower receipts would “knock 
through” into next year's tax revenue. 

The second reason is the slow- 
down in the economy. Just as higber- 
th an -expected growth in 1994 
brought dawn borrowing more than 
had been forecast, so this year’s 


unexpected economic slowdown has 
forced' up public, borrowing. The 
effect is to leave the Government 
much further from its objective of 
balancing the books by the end of the 
Nineties. It also imperils the objec- 
tive of bringing the deficit as a per- 
centage of national output down, to 
3 per cent by 1997, a condition for 
eligibility to participate in Euro- 
pean monetary union. Disconcerting 
though it may be to the predomi- 
nantly 'Euro-sceptical delegates at 
the conference, the Government 
wants to keep its options open on 
EMU. 

Against this backg round, there 
can be little doubt about the mood 
music Mr Clarice would seek to strike 
if his audience this week woe sober- 
suited City bankers at the Mansion 
House. In between the quaffing and 
guzzling, there would be much 
solemn intoning about the need to 
abide by the sacred princip les of 
sound finance. But Mr Clarke’s audi- 
ence is the Tbry faithful, who wifi 
want a much more upbeat tune about 
tax cuts. 

There is only one way to square the 
circle: spending cuts. The trouble is 
that this is much easier to promise 
than it is to deliver. Mr Page talks 
tough on spmiding. but in practice he 
has found it just as difficult to deliver 
real expendjtnre cuts as his predeces- 
sors. 

In his November 1993 Budget, for 
example, the Chancellor said be was 
going to cut the “control total” -the 
k^^jendmgfiguretaigetedtymiD- 
isters - by 1.25 per cent in real terms. 
That was the plan; the reality was 
that by the time all the bills had come 
in it turned out to have risen by as 
much. 

Even before the current drive for 
new spending cuts, the Treasury’s 
plan to limit growth in the control 
total next year to less than 0.5 per 
cent was extraordinarily tight. This 
would be ambitious for a normal 
yean on average, public spending has 
grown bp just under 2 per cent over 
the past 15 years. But this Budget is 
for a pre-election or maybe even an 
election year, when largesse with the 
public purse has histancalty been the 
order of the day. In 1992-93, for 
example, the control total rose by 
almost 5 jpCT cent m real terms, .. 

VfithsoUttle roam for rianbefolfe, 
what we may tb erpfere expecj is a 
piece of vintage- Treasury leger- 
demain. Thx cats are comirut and will 
be justified by notional 
cuts. The most likely rabbit 
Clarke will pull out of the hat win be 
a cut in the contingency reserve - 
money held back for unbudgeted 
spending - which will then be allo- 
cated to tax cuts. 'Whether foe magic 
wifi last is quite another matter. But 
then it is quite possible that it will be 
another chancellor who will have to 
pick up the bill if the spending cuts 
turn out to be strictly presentational 
rather than for reaL 


So tax cuts can be paid for from 
savings in public spending? Think 
again, says Nicholas Timmins - 
the options are seriously limited 


Tf you want lo cut taxes, one obvi- 
Jjous place to start is to cut spend- 
ing. But how can the Government 
impose foe Prime Minister's 
promised “ruthless” spending cuts 
while maintaining its claim to be the 
protector of the common wealth, 
thereby refuting Alan Howarth’s 
damaging accusation? Only with 
immense difficulty. 

For since 1979, government spend- 
ing, far from rolling back the welfare 
state, has come to concentrate on it. 
In the year foe Conservatives took 
office, 53 per cent of spending went 
on health, education, serial security 
and bousing. Since then, spending on 
council housing and defence has been 
cut, and money has been raised and 
costly subsidies ended by selling off 
foe bulk of the nationalised industries. 
Despite this, foe pressure of higher 
unemployment and an 
ageing population, plus 
foe priority given to law 
and order, have helped 
ensure that virtually two- 
thirds of government 
spending goes on foe wel- 
fare state. 

In housing, capita] spend- 
ing has been cut. But foe pol- 
icy of reducing revenue costs 
by driving up rents has had 
such a dire effect on the hous- 
ing benefit bill and on dis- 
couraging benefit recipients to 
take low-paid jobs that the 
Government has called a halt 
Rent increases of 5 per cent a 
year in real terms are being 
wound down. And for the first 
time since 1990, housing associ- 
ations are not being asked to raise 
a higher proportion of their cap- 
ital from private finance - another 
factor that has been pushing up 
rents. 

In other words, foe policy of cut- 
ting public spending on housing 
appears to have run its course - 
unless a U-turn on recent govern- 
ment derisions is to be made. 

On health, foe Govenunent is 
pledged to raise real-terms NHS 
spending each year - a promise 
Stephen Dorrell, foe Secretary of 
State for Health, was underlining 
again only yesterday. No cuts there 
without a broken manifesto promise. 

Education is foe Government’s 
current top priority, and one of three 
areas (foe others were health and law 
and order) that John Major promised 
to protect in his speech on Monday 
night to party agents. 

This, in a search for really sub- 
stantial cuts, leaves only social secu- 
rity- foe £90bn bill that accounts for 
approaching 30 per cent of all gov- 
ernment spending, and is foe right’s 
favourite taiget Here, Peter UUey, 
foe Secretary of State, has already 
been busy. A range of measures, 
including cuts lo Serps, raising 
women's pension age to 65, intro- 
ducing foe Jobseeker’s Allowance 
and foe new invalidity benefit, have 


cut social security spending by a pro- 
jected £4bn a year by 2000, 'and b\ 
£14bn a year by foe middle of foe next 
century. His approach, in foe main, 
has been to reduce foe number; 
entitled to claim, rather Lhan to cut 
benefit rales. This produces results - 
but for too slowly lo allow big tax cuts 
before foe next election. 

The quick fix would be to cut foe 
^ash sums paid. But Lilley has res is t e d 
that. Current benefits do not let 
claimants live foe “life of Riley", hi 
has said. When people say “come on. 
surely you can cut £5bn from £90bn M . 
Lilley’s on-the-record response has- 
been: “Well, £5bn is 1 million people 
losing £5,000 a year, or a larger num- 
ber losing smaller sums, or fewer los- 
ing even more. And we don't want tc- 
take money away from people for 
whom it is intended. There's no jus- 
tification for that." 

There is, of course, the drive 
against fraud - now a cross- part} 
objective. Recent government res- 
earch s ug gests there is £1.4bn ol 
fraud a year in income support anc 
unemployment benefit alone - a bil- 
lion of it accounted for by people 
claiming while they are working, or 
claiming to be single while living 
together. New order books, comput- 
ers and, in effect, serial security 
identity cards will cut that, probably 
by several hundred milli on over two 
to three years - enough for 0 -5p of] 
foe standard rate of tax. Serious 
money, hut no panacea: such sums 
are more than offset by the inevitable 
upwards pressure from rising num- 
bers of elderly. 

So to really cut speeding, something 
radical will have to be done. The 
options are well known. Child bene- 
fit could go, but it is protected by a 
manifesto pledge. There are school 
vouchers, which parents would have 
lo lop up, but that idea is “rubbish", 
according to Gillian Shephard, foe 
Education Secretary. Tax breaks for 
private health insurance or charges for 
hospital stays have repeatedly been 
ruled ouL Loans for student tuition 
are not even on foe agenda, and 
would be unpopular. Using National 
Lottery cash for the £300m ails pro- 
gramme is small beer and was ruled 
out yesterday. Or there is privatising 
more of serial security - industrial 
injuries, for example, or unemploy- 
ment and invalidity benefit - all of 
which are difficult and unlikely to pro- 
duce short-term savings. 

The Government is caught in ihe 
same box that all governments face: 
past commitments heavily dictate 
future spending and there are no 
short-term panaceas. Labour faces 
the same difficulty, and its one sug- 
gestion to date of a cut is taxing child 
benefit, something that might save a 
few hundred million from a £6bn bill. 

Good housekeeping, competitive 
tendering and using private, rather 
than public, capital look to remain foe 
chief routes to constraining public 
spending in foe short term, unless the 
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the conference season nears its climax with John Majo r’s speech, 
5 isow and foe Liberal Democrat conference seem years away. Alan 
worth's derision at foe weekend to take foe fast train from Conservative 
cs to new Labour without stopping at foe Liberal Democrats must make 
dv Ashdown even more concerned about foe significance of ms party. As 
travelled foe country, gathering in pomposity all foe while, foe Liberal 
noant leader has been ramming home foe message that it s not good 
ugh for his party to be perceived 
relevant. It must be perceived as 
nctfy irrelevant. 

or his conference speech Paddy 
ned to have taken a big leaf out of 
iy Enfield’s book, adapting foe 
hohrasc of one of Harry's 
,unte characters (“Is that what you 
is that what you want? ’Cos 
’s whatll ’appen). This raises the 
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omic policy (“You don’t wanna 
like that, you wanna do n ine 
) to Mawhinney and Heseltme as 
elf- Righteous Brothe^venttng 
spleen on defecting MPs ( Oil 
arth! NOV) 

awhile, at Breton, 

lined effect of Tony Blair’s 
* and the leadership s Bnn gnp 
rocecdings induced a form or 
x in the Labour Party from 



i some M 

ke np on Saturday morning fo 
per they had voted to keep 



Baby it’s All RKW Now 


Stuck In the middle with you 


Wdent The condusioa mast be that 

Robin Cook beffeves the party is so 
dose to power that what Is required 
at this stage te a fottle gesture. 


is 


Blair’s speech -aversion of 
which, at a risk of repeating mys 
available at 1L45 tonight on Channel 
Four - was impressive, though foe 
style of his delivery was bizarre. 
However, I couldn’t help ferimg font 
John Prescott’s triumphal battie-cryof 
“Move aside - we’re on oar way!" 

■ brought bock uncomfortable 
memories of Neil Kinnock’s “we’re 
aB-RIGHTTin Sheffield in 1992. 1 
suppose in some ways they are all 
Right now, but Fm not sure that’s 
wfaat be had in mind. 

While Labour's conference backdrop 
had changed to a sort oflbiy grey 
Cwhite-with^-hfofrof-capitalis^ 
from last year's strange green 1“° 
deNeflT), a few activists stiB 
managed to Infiltrate tfewsnights 


Brighton Debate last Monday to 
remind us how things used fo be. 
Confronted with one ranting 
demonstrator barracking from the 
aisle, even Paxman looked rattled, 
momentarily dropping bis superior 
presentation style in favour of foe 
more demotic “Look, chum -"Asa 
chastened Eric Cantona returned to 
centre stage at Old Trafford, foe 
prospect of oob, ee, Jerem-ee jumping 
into foe audience and drop-locking 
an over-enthusiastic fan in the one- 
end-nines looked a distinct 
possibility 


of a 


Alan Howarth’s defection 

mevitably adds to foe ; 
hapless Conservative 
to keep on course (where to, by the 
way?) as “events”, and its own MPs, 
continue to conspire against it As the 
party machine hauls itself wearily into 
action on yet another damage 
limitation exercise, foe image 
irresistibly fonns in my mind of foe 
Prime Minister gamely attempting to 
restore morale by scrapping bis 
conference speech in favour of a 
moving rendition of “Three Wheels 
on my 'ttfegon”. 

As it is, Mr Major's widely quoted 
reaction (T behave [Mr Howartb] 
will eome to see his decision as a 
mistake”) conjures up a more 
threatening picture. Imagine foe 
scene: the Prime Minister, his face 
obscured in darkness, gently stroking 
the fluffy white cat on his knee. “T&m 
disappoint me, Mr Howarth. We had 
expected better: It saddens me greatly 
to have to do this to you.” (Raises 
ringed finger:) “Mawfahmeft see that 
our friend is suitably disposed oL” 
Stepforward the party's chief 
henritman to ffigwiias the whole affair 
wifo characteristic scorn as “Much 
Ado About Nothing”. 

Notwithstanding that “Loves 
labour’s Gained” might have been an 
equally appropriate choice of play: 
“Modi Ado” at least provides the 
Tories with two possible 
Interpretations of Mr Howarfo’s 
behaviour “He hath a heart as sound 
as a bell, and his tongue is the 
dapper; for what his heart thinks, his 
tongue speaks,” (Act 3) or; 



Howarth: Loves Labour's Gained 


alterna tivety “Sigh no more. Ladles, 
■sigh no more. Men were deceivers 
ever; one foot in sea, and one on 
shore, to one thing constant never” 
(Act 2). No prizes for guessing which 
view the party chairman will be 
fa v ourin g this week. 

Dr MahwitSnney’s comments (“Mr 
Howarth’s reasoning was not only 
profo u ndly wrong but bizarre”) might 
equally be applied to the reaction of 
Michael Heseltine, the Deputy Prime 
Minister, First Secretary of State and 
MP for Henley-les-deux-Eglises, who 
said that Howarth was “out of touch 
with what the public wants”. If he 
really believes that, the already 
impressive space between Mr 
HeseJ tine's new desk and the world 
most be even bigger than we thought. 

As even John Redwood, MP for Pot 
and Kettleblack, attacks Howarth’s 
disloyalty, and others of the Tbry 
faithful say the result will be an 
enormous wave of sympathy for Mr 
Major - a phenomenon which, it must 
be said, has a knack of winning him 
ejections - 1 fear that we’re about to 
see foe Conservatives revert to then- 
least attractive conference mode: 
swivel-eyed ministers appealing to the 
xenophobic and the vindictive m 
another episode of ‘Tt’U Be F hr Right 
On the Night”. 1 hope not, I really 
heme not. 

i*S. I’ve just watched Portillo's 


_ c “I don’t know what effect 
these men have on the enemy, but my 
God they frighten me.” 



Additional Autumn Nights From Only £2 6 


3 night* from £70 


MtOfrUnta The Stun 

The Be* raws Hotel 
The hiy Bust) Royal 
OntyBu flm d todngian Forest Hotel 
Qnutij Gwentty HU Hotel 

UMHMqf The George 
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Swindon The Crest Hotel 
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Lntoa 
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H 3 night* 
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Derby 
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IpsMcfc CwwaMeComby Hotel 

kungtaSpB 
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TtabrHs® 
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The Watrloo Hotel 
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Ihe GM Hotel 


PrigntDB 

Pwjtejgae 
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Shrew s b u ry 

Tavistock 

Tewtebiy 
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The Carry* 
The Angel 8 Royal 
The Crown 

The Georar 
OiRem Hotel 
The Blue Boar 

Lartfldki Priofy Hotel 

The Gotten lion 
Palace Hotel 

The aafewrshtre Arms 
The Crown Hotel 
The Lion 
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loyal Hop ft* 
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3 nights from £135 


The Royal George 
The AthoH Mace 
tatsmarth Kepgefs head Hotel 

Wnbcme Ifinster The King's Head 
The Craw 


CMtenham Hotel febB«e 

dwpstow The George 

Franfingtan The Crown Hotel 

SfcfefariupowJtwm The Wlhie Swan Hotel 


3 nights from £16 


AlcMngh 


The BrudeneU 
The BrtWd 



nighfs from £13S 


The imperial 
The Castle 
The Imperial 
The Wirt Head 
The Royal 


UP TO 2 CHILDREN 
UNDER IS STAY 


whin staring* room whh 1 or 2 Wfate. 
OFFER AVAILABLE UNTIL 
31 OCTOBER 1995 



tewfegjaw} 

BogaorBtgb 

BrfgManSoiv 


The Beverty Arms 
Plough B Harrow 
The Royal ttorfoft 
The DuSejf How 
The Wtte Hess Hold 


1 &: 2 night breaks also available, ask for dctaUs. 

When booking please quote the following booking references: 
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Michael Portillo’s 
shabby patriotism 


L ast winter it looked as though this 
week's Tory conference would be 
riven from top to toe with bloody dissen- 
sion over Europe. The eroelled Euro- 
rebels were screaming for tne Cabinet to 
rule out ever joining a single currency and 
pro- Europeans were warning of the dan- 
gers of exclusion from the mainstream 
European debate. 

Yesterday, across Blackpool the shrill 
hysteria of the Euro-sceptics had gone. 
Their passion has ebbed - not because 
they are reconciled to elements of the 
European project, but because they no 
longer regard it as an immediate threaL 
As Norman Lam on t revealed in his con- 
tribution to the fringe, the nationalists 
think they are winning the argument “We 
axe all Euro-sceptics now," he boasted. 

And id many ways he is right. What has 
changed is not the Conservative Party, but 
the rest of Europe. In the summer the 
German Finance Minister, Theo Waigel, 
raised doubts about the ability of several 
countries to meet the Maastricht criteria. 
Meanwhile the French President Jaques 
Chirac, faces serious obstacles to his pol- 
icy of shadowing the mark. In these cir- 
cumstances any move towards greater 
monetary integration in the near future 
looks unlikely. The Euro-sceptics thus feel 
less threatened. The idealistic Euro- 
enthusiasts are slightly chastened, and - 
for the moment - the moderate pro-Euro- 
pean politicians feel that they can afford 
to indulge the right wing. 

Public attention is shifting to the inter- 
nal argument over economic priorities; to 
tax cuts versus public spending. The 
sound and fury centres on the question of 
who - if anybody - should pay the price 
for Tory ambitions to give the middle 
classes a pre-election bonus. Difficult 
though this ground is. its lack of any 


absolute focus renders it much easier for 
the Tory high command to deal with -and 
find some accommodation between the 
different wings over - than Europe. 

The only problem is that some senior 
Tories are not prepared to sign up to a 
ceasefire on Europe. Yesterday the 
Defence Secretary, Michael Portillo, made 
it dear that a consensus on Europe is not 
attractive to him. With no economic union 
to rafi against, Mr Portillo acquired a new 
enemy: European defence co-operation. 
After spuriously invoking the dead of two 
world wars, Mr Portillo constructed a new 
Aunt Salty - a European superstate giv- 
ing orders (presumably barked in comic 
German) to British soldiers. “No way,'’ be 
yelled to predictable applause. 

In his single-minded pursuit of the 
longest standing ovation of the conference, 
Mr Portillo was jeopardising the one area 
where far greater European co-operation 
is urgently needed. As events in Bosnia 
have demonstrated, the Americans are 
increasingly reluctant to intervene in for- 
eign crises, and the lack of any properly co- 
ordinated European action has been sadly 
evident We can and must do better if we 
are to deal with the complex geopolitics of 
the next century, when the unilateral efforts 
of small nations will become increasingly 
irrelevant or counterproductive. 

Mr PbrtiUo is happy to build his alter- 
native political base in the party, exploit- 
ing any opportunity he can to use the Euro- 
pean issue. That is not a surprise. Whatis 
less dear is what the Prime Minister will 
do about it If the answer is “nothing”, then 
his willingness to pander to ultra-nation- 
alism may rebound on him- Meanwhile 
those on the left of the party, already 
aroused by Alan Howarth’s decision to 
quit, will reel even more uncomfortable in 
the face of Mr Portillo’s crude populism. 


Pocahontas and 

the chain-smoker 


T he Disney Corporation is displaying 
the fust signs of madness. It seems to 
believe that there is some connection 
between its cartoon Native American 
princess - currently enchanting the 
nation's children in the blockbuster film 
Pocahontas - and the real 17th-century 
personality, who is buried in a churchyard 
in Gravesend. Kent. To that end it has 
derided to endow the true Pocahontas's 
burial site to the tune of £9,000 - money 
that mil help to buy floodlights for the 
church. 

In fact the most historically accurate 
aspect of the Disney character is proba- 
bly Pocahontas's friendship with a talking 
raccoon. She never got off with the set- 
tler John Smith (who, Ear from being a 
blond surfing hunk, looked a bit like Ron- 
nie Corbett with a false beard) and she 
was considerably younger than the lithe 
IS or 19 depicted in the film. The true 
princess married a different colonist, 
John Rolfc, one of the earliest tobacco 
importers and conceivably the first Euro- 
pean to become a chain-smoker. 

You can see why the real princess had 
to be tampered with a little, so as to 
appeal to the audience of today. A tale 
of ragged Indians and settlers of unpleas- 
ant mien, comfortable with paedophilia 
and smoking themselves silty on some- 
thing that made filled ess Gauloises taste 
like perforated Silk Cut, would not seQ the 
books, figurines, doQs and other flim - flam, 
which between them are netting yet 
another fortune for the Disney people. 


This is not, of course, the first or even 
the thousandth time that the film indus- 
try has tampered with history. Some 
movies - mostly starring Raquel Welch 
dressed in furs so revealing that they must 
have come from tiny prehistoric rodents 
-have done so much violence to truth that 
they have even lost a few million years, 
in order to allow man and dinosaur to 
meet. Most -A la Braveheart - have sim- 
plified, or exaggerated, the role of heroes 
in a way that Michael Portillo would 
heartily endorse. Only a few have sacri- 
ficed ail audience interest for the sake of 
historical exactness. 

But most of these films have been 
aimed at an adult audience - an audience 
well able to make the distinction between 
mythology and reality. Pocahontas, how- 
ever, has been sold to the world's children 
as being the story of a real person. Dis- 
ney’s Paoihontas no more existed than did 
Snow White, Sleeping Beauty or Pinoc- 
chio - yet Disney itself is now attempting 
to co-opt the historical princess, merging 
true stories with their cartoon shadows. 
Now conscientious parents throughout 
Britain will be forced to explain to their 
disappointed offspring that it just ain’t so. 

As for Disney, what next? A sponsored 
kennels in Sherwood Forest for the descen- 
dants of Disney’s vulpine Robin Hood? A 
subsidy for a poisoned apple detector 
service? A handbook on what to do if your 
dog gives birth to 101 puppies? Or, better 
stiff, a sense of humility in the presence of 
history. Now that would be magical 


ANOTHER VIEW 


Lord Gowrie 


Art for all our sakes 


W illiam Waidcgrave, the Chief Sec- 
retary to the Treasury, is reportedly 
hying to renege on a promise that money 
from the National Lottery will never 
replace existing government arts funding. 
It appears that he wants to replace such 
grams with endowments to major arts 
institutions. A leaked letter indicates tint 
the Secretary of State for National Her- 
itage. Virginia Bottom! ey is resisting this 
move. 

Mrs Boltomley is right to take issue 
with the Treasury to ensure that lottery 
money is not used as a substitute for cur- 
rent government responsibilities. Gov- 
ernment should be engaged in the arts 
(even at arm's length) and be committed 
to the notion of supporting the country's 
arts and culture. This commitment should 
be for their intrinsic value and also for 
(he contribution they make to the coun- 
try’s health and vitality, and indeed its 
whole economy. 

Mrs Battomley said that the idea of 
using endowments to fund arts organi- 
sations was “not a runner”, and I agree 
totally. Endowments give such poor 
value: in order to fund the current Arts 
Council portfolio, well over £225bn, at 
a cautious estimate, would have to be 
invested - vastly more than the arts are 
likely to receive' from this lottery even by 
the year 2000. 

That estimate covers only those pro- 
fessional arts organisations currently 
funded by the council. Lottery funds are 
currently open to all organisations that 


need capital investment for aits activities, 
be they professional or amateur, large or 
small. It is vitally important that it should 
continue to be open to all arts organisa- 
tions, and not only the selected few that 
currently receive government subsidy. 

Endowments can hold no solution to 
the questions surrounding the funding of 
the arts. So far the council has given 
£130m from the lottery funds to 265 
organisations. This money is for projects 
ranging from playground sculptures for 
a primary school to a full-length feature 
film, from a new bus for a touring 
theatre company to a major renovation 
of an important London theatre. It is 
gradually making a real difference to 
communities all over the country. The 
money is active: it is generating other 
income from local authorities, business 
sponsorship mid private donations and 
creating work not only in the arts, but 
also throughout _ the design and con- 
struction industries. 

The Prime Minister made the promise 
last year that lottery funding would not 
replace existing government spending. 
The Government must stick to this 
promise and give the arts a well-earned 
Chance to benefit from this new money, 
and give the people of this country the 
arts they deserve and are so good at mak- 
ing - a bequest for the generations of the 
next millennium. 

The writer is chairman erf the Arts Coun- 
cil of England. 



Not only are banks merging , bank robbers are too 


■LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Crime and punishment: Mamie law versus Western values 


From Mr Bassam ABoni 
Sin The editorial in today’s issue, 
“The Gulf widens over execu- 
tions’* (9 October), and your 
reporting of the controversy sur- 
rounding Filipino maids (“The 
maid on death row," 9 October) 
will do little to change the situa- 
tion in the Gulf to which they 
refer. Islamic law and the judg- 
ments made under Islamic law 
cannot be compared with entirely 
culturally different Western val- 
ues. By Western standards the 
executions in Saudi Arabia this 
year may seem shocking, but it 
must be realised that Saudi is an 
Islamic country, and as such can- 
not radically change its judicial 
system. 

The workings and practices of 
courts in Islamic countries are so 
little understood in the West that 
there is often total incompre- 
hension at the way decisions are 
reached and cases conducted, 
and then a complete over-reac- 
tion when the judgments of the 
courts are carried out Muslims 
have a deep respect for their judi- 
cial system and a desire to live in 
an Islamic society, whether this 
meets with approval in the West 
or not It is also worth noting that 
crime levels in Saudi Arabia are 
far lower than in the West. 

It seems to be forgotten in the 
hysterical publicity surrounding 
the isolated cases reported that 
there are well over 1-5 million Fil- 
ipino migrant workers in the 
Gulf. They will contribute much 
of the $6bn sent home annually 
by the 4.2 million Filipino work- 
ers worldwide. The impact of 
the workers in the Gulf is 
acknowledged by the Filipino 
Minister of Labour, who visits the ■ 
region every year to sign further 
employment treaties. His gov- 
ernment must be satisfied with 


conditions or it would not 
encourage so many of its citizens 
to work m the Gulf 

Of course there are excep- 
tional cases, but they constitute 
a tiny minority. Such charges, lev- 
elled against the Guff, constitut- 
ing a sweeping and extremely 
unfair generalisation, will not 
help the FQiproos, and will not 
change Islamic law or the desire 
of Muslim people to live under 
their chosen jurisdiction. 

Yours faithfully, 

Bassam Allow 

Gulf Centre for Strategic Studies 

London, EC1 

9 October ' ; • 

From Mr Richard Sockett 
Sir. Your focus on the appalling 
violation of human rights under 
the Saadi judicial tystem, with its 
mockery of accepted legal norms, 
offers another shameful reminder 
of just how far Western govern- 
ments can sacrifice moral scru- 
ples for economic greed. 

Yet apart from the escalating 
numbers reported by Robert 
Fisk (9 October), none of this 
makes surprising reading if we 
consider successive Amnesty 
reports and, as you make clear, 
sources independent of our own 
govenunenL But here, alas, is 
where your suggestions for a 
solution appear well-intentioned 
but vastly optimistic. 

Your leading article, com- 
mendable in many respects, ulti- 
mately hinges on a principled 
view of Western motivation which 
at present is unlikely to be shared 


regime in Riyadh. Privately, 
neither would be under any illu- 
sion about exactly why we dis- 
patched 500,000 troops to defend 
Saadi “freedom”, and any threat 
to abandon them to Saddam - 


together with their oilfields - 
would be laughed out of court, 
even under that juditiaiy. Worst 
of aft, they’d be right 
Yoms faithfully 
Richard Sockbtt ' 

London. N22 
9 October 

From Mr Mervyn Benford 
Sin The ambassador for Saudi 
Arabia, Dr Ghazi Algosaibi 
(Another View: “We will con- 
tinue to execute,” 10 October) 
offers a proper arid well-argued 
affir mation of the character of 
Saudi Arabian society. Not every- 
one, even in the West, supposes 
“13 judges want to condemn' 

an mnoceot person- to death”. 
Butbecoispjcnously ignores two 
significant strands in Robert. 
Fisk’s argument 

One is the quality of the evi- 
dence available to those 13 judges 
and the access of the accused both 
to that evidence and to profes- 
sionals capable of. arguing the 
case it promotes. The second 
concerns the independence of a 
ration's judiciary from its execu- 
tive. Would he comment further? 

“The West” is not the homo- 
geneous society he portrays, any 
more than we should suppose 
Arabs or Muslims to be. The 
West is made up of groups as dis- 
parate in their mdwiduality as 
Swedes and Americans, French 
and New Zealanders. Each wiH 
criticise the other. Neither Com- 
munism nor nuclear physics, nor 
even Christianity, has united 
them. Each contains individuals 
ready and able to condemn our 
awesome prope nsity for war and 
weaponry. None would claim to 
be perfect but each would claim 
integrity and independence forks 
legal systems. 

Yet even in that, each can be 


self-critical Many Americans 
now question the integrity of a 
legal system whose outcomes are 
so evidently partial and in which 
the state and its judiciary, if not 
sanctioning the murder of people 
either known to be innocent or 
whose guilt is not sufficiently 
defined, have been too readfy to 
turn the blind eye to those who 
do.. Here in. Britain society is 
ahodoed by corruption among 
police forces in this very matter 
of evidence. The issue remains 
not the process but the quality of 
justice, and of mercy. - 
Yours sincerely, 

Mervyn Benford 

,, Banbury . 

'TO October 

Prom Mr Nicolas Walter 
Sin The Saudi ambassador's 
defence is wrong to claim that 
sharia “represents the sacred 
word of the Koran”. This is onty 
one element in sharia , alongside 
the later traditions, the consen- 
sus of even later scholars, and the 
continuing process of reasoning 
by analogy. 

For another thing, it is wrong 
to omit the possibility of 
progress. Jewish and Christian 
laws, which were once as drastic 
as Muslim laws, were reformed 
by a growing sense of humanity 
in the area of crime and punish- 
ment. This is expressed in the 
Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights and other such texts, 
which aren't sacred but surety 
offer a better basis for justice 
than the scriptures of ancient 
religions or the traditions of sav- 
age tribes. 

Yours sincerely, 

Nicolas Walter 
Rationalist Press Association 
London, N1 
10 October 


Fighting: the same 
foe: infertility 

From Mr Michael Pawstm 
and others 

Sir: While agreeing with some of 
Professor Robert Winston’s views 
in the comment section, (“NHS 
patients deserve the best,” 6 
October), may we take issue with 
the example he chose to use. Had 
Professor Winston's aim been to 
illustrate, rather than to deni- 
grate, theo perhaps he would 
have been more accurate. The 
Assisted Conception Unit at the 
Chelsea and Westminster Hospi- 
tal, recently licensed by the gov- 
ernment-appointed body the 
Human Fertilisation and Embryo 
Authority (HFEA), is run by fair 
consultants, each with a special 
interest in an aspect of fertility 
treatment. Collectively, they have 
established and run a fertility 

run one of the m^TsuccessW 
IVF clinics in the country (which 
has pioneered several fertility 
treatments), and have extensive 
experience in reproductive endo- 
crinology and male factor infer- 
tility. Thus it is not on ty o ur 
view, but also that of the HFEA, 
that this unit has the ability to 
provide a truly comprehensive 
fertility service. 

The tenor of Professor Win- 
ston’s article reflects the sad state 


that the competitive market in 
the NHS has reduced us to. The 
Assisted Conception Unit was 
not set up to make a profit, as 
implied by Professor Winston, 
rather it was established because 
so many of our patients were hav- 
ing to wait for so long for IVF. 
Until recently this may nave been 
up to four years cm the NHS. This 
left them httle choice bat to go to 
private dimes and pay in the 
region of £2,000 per treatment 
cycle. This both we and our 
patients found distressing 

We wished to establish a unit 
with an empathetic and caring 
environment. Tb this end we plan 
to limit the aze of the clinic, to 
treat only those eligible for NHS 
care, either funded by their DHA 
or self-funded at “cost price". 

We would want to regard 
those working in the Fertility 
Clinic at the Hammersmith Hos- 
pital as coDeagues and friends 
with the best interests of patients 
at heart and not as competitors. 
We would hope that this feeling 
is reciprocated. 

Yours sincerely, 

Michael E Pawson 
Mark R. Johnson 
Hossam l Abdalla 
Jonathan W. Ramsay 
Assisted Conception Unit 
Chelsea and Westminster 
Hospital 
London, SW1Q 
10 October 


Dandy trick 

From Mr John Shepherd 
Sir. I read that Charles I wore the 
first waistcoat on 15 October, 1666 
(“This is the week that was," 9 


October' 

to model headwear too, as he was 
beheaded some 17 years before. 
Yours faithfully, 

John Shepherd 
Deanscales, Cumbria 


How the other 
half lunches 

From Mr P. M.M. Steiner 
Sin Helen Wnkmson’s thoughtful 
and compassionate article (*Has 
love been lost to labour?" 6 Octo- 
ber) on women's priorities in 
work and personal life, suffers 
from one major flaw. It seems to 
deal exclusively with middle-dass 
and professional women whose 
jobs and careers involve well-paid 
work with a high level of job sat- 
isfaction- This is illustrated by her 

reference to the allegedly obso- 
lete “lunch hour". For more than 
half the labour force of both 
sexes the dinner-break has not 


disappeared. Where (as .in the 
case of my son-in-law recently) 
the employer shortens it, it is usu- 
ally in exchange for an earlier end 
to the working day. In this setting, 
where so many women have jobs 
and not careers, where the work 
is not well-paid and often boring, 
you go out to work mainty for the 
money, but job satisfaction is 
often less than in motherhood - 
sometimes even ontside mar- 
riage. Your contributors and 
readers should remember how 
the other half lives. 

Yours faithfully, 

F. M. M. Steiner 
Deddington, 

Oxfordshire 
9 October' 


Doorstep lore 

From Mr Karel Schuck 
Sir. Has Professor R. A. BurcheD 
Getter, 7 October) never heard of 
the friendly neighbour who 
makes sure during one's absence 
that mafi or other articles left on 
the doorstep and mail visible on 

the mat through a glass door are 
removed out of sight? 

In our close, there is always 
somebody taking care of a neigh- 
bour's mail, etc, and no burglar- 
ies so far. One cannot, surety, 
blame BT for one's own folly. 
Yours very sincerely, 

Karel Schuck 

Redhill, Surrey 
8 October 


From Mr C. Lizard 
Sin I was sony to hear of the 
recent burglary in London Nl, a 
directory possibly providing a 



toiy ; distributor 

tioa directory in London NW6, 

let me assure all your readers that 

all distributors have strict instruc- 
tions not to “doorstep deliver". 

I trust the professor contacted 
British Hsleoom to complain. BT, 
in turn, would responsibly follow 
the chain down through its con- 
tracted-out distributors. 

Yours faithfully, 

C. Izzard 
London, NW9 
7 October 


** addressed to Letters to the Editor The Independent, 
^Carad, Sqnare, Canary Wharf; London E14 SDL and 
*ysae telephone number: (Iks 0171-293 2056; e-mail: letters® 
«^Rto;Uo.Qkl Letters may be edited for length andXitySfe 
regret that we are muMe to acknowledge nnpubUshed letters. 


Man, party or 
democracy? 


From Mr Richard Ensor 
Sin In evaluating the recent move 
of Alan Howarth, MP for Strat- 
ford-upon-Avon, from the Con- 
servative Party to the Labour 
Party, there is a question of loy- 
alty to consider. Has Mr Howarth 
done the right thing, choosing 

» lo his social conscience 
party? 

As Britain is a democracy, 
where constituency members 
vote for a person (not a party) to 
represent them at the Houses of 
Parliament, surely the first loyalty 
of an MP is to the people of the 
constituency rather than a party? i 
Tbday, Mr Howarth looked 
tired and sincere. It is difficult to 
see his move as an act of loyalty 
for any party. However, he has 
shown loyalty to his own values 
and has not been respected by 
those who expected his loyalty. 
The timing, coincidental or not, 
surety calls to account some Con- 
servatives’ attitudes towards the 
responsibilities of democratic 
power. In complaining of his dis- 
loyalty, some of the party faith- 
ful reveal a poor grasp of the 
nature of democracy, indeed they 
are hoist by their own petard. 

Yours sincerely, 

Richard Ensor 
Thurleigh, 

Bedfordshire 
9 October 

From Mr Stephen Gould 
Sir Brian Mawhinney comments 
(“Tbiy schisms laid bare by shock 
decision,'' 9 October) that Alan 
Howarth’s failure to stand down 
“deprives the people of Stratford 
of their representative that they 
voted for”. 

By the same logic, those Tory 
MPs wbo were withheld the party 
whip should also have stood 
down to allow a by-election to be 
held. I don't recall any Tbiy 
proposing this. 

If the vote is for the man, not 
the party, then Mr Howarth stays. 

If a vote is for the party, not the 
man, then the Tbries cannot 
argue against party lists in a PR 
system. 

Which is it, man or party? 

Yours sincerely, 

Stephen Gould 
London, SW5 
9 October 


From Mr A l Bam 
Sir I note that John Redwood 
failed to mention Alan 
Howarth ‘s assertion that “hos- 
tile and discriminatory attitudes 
to foreigners and minorities 
exist in a wholly unacceptable 
way in the party”. 

Yours sincerely, 

N. Barn 
Wolverhampton 
9 October 


Flood of letters 

Mr Sebastian Robinsor 
Sir. John Walsh reports in 
diary today (5 October) hot 
was humiliated by Umberto 
ror not knowing who Ro 
Flood was. 

He needn't wonv. Since 
Rosicrucian R.F. (1574-11 
wrote under the names F 
Fludd, de Fluctibus, Ru 
Otreb, Joachim Frizius 




he was. 

Yours faithfully, 

Sebastian Robinson 
Glasgow 
5 October 
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Why single mothers baffle Mr Lilley 

Social engineering will not work on lone parents. Moralists calling fir cuts may be disappointed 


mey slands U P tQda y 
▼ T at the Conservative Party con- 
ference. he will probably take l Su- 
alistrc swipe at single mothers as the 

SSEIS? symbo1 of mo ^eni ills. 
Rignt-wing commentators have been 
calling for cuts m one-parent benefit 
-and one-parent premium. The pleth- 
ora Of conference motions pouring in 
from the constituencies deploring la- 
de motherhood can hardly be ignored 
altogether. Yet somehow the mis. 
smnary zeal isn’t quite what it was. 

After all, the Government has been 
through many a bruising episode on 
tlus issue since the 1992 conference, 
when no fewer than seven cabinet min- 
isters stood up in a concerted tirade 
against this soft target. Now, perhaps, 
they are older, wiser and sobered by 
some uncomfortable experiences, ft 
isn’t as easy as they thought. 

Back to basics blew up in their face, 
to the merriment of all beholders. Sin- 
gle parents turned out not to be aliens 
from the lower orders but within 
everyone’s families, including MPs\ 
Few families now are not touched at 
some point by divorce and separation, 
with a single parent lurking somewhere 
among relatives. That curious gap 
between policy and the real world 
around them has narrowed. The one 
piece of practical policy designed to 
make life harder for single mothers has 
been all but dropped, removing their 
so-called priority on housing lists. 

Then there has been the fiasco of 
the Child Suport Agency, still collect- 
' ing less money than the old system it 
replaced. Again, it all seemed so easy 
on paper, chasing the absent fathers to 
make them pay, instead of the taxpayer 
who currently forks out some £9bn for 


single parents and their children. But 
mass revolt followed as fathers refused 
to pay. The inefficiency of an agency 
““possibly overstretched is stiD letting 
ibem get away with it The Govern- 
ment’s retreat in panic, allowing hun- 
dreds of thousands of non-paying 
fathers to escape, disheartened some 
of the CSA's strongest advocates. The 
principle was undeniably right But 
ministers never anticipated the pas- 
sions aroused as the agency became' 
bogged in the mire of bitter divorces. 

Moral engineering as well as recov- 
ery of money was part of the rationale 
behind the CSA. Threatening- men 
with heavy maintenance payments 
was meant to make them hesitate to 
leave their families in the first place. 
There is no sign yet that it had any 

such effect 

Even so, thinkers of right and left 
have not altogether abandoned their 
curious belief that there are leveis a 
government can puli that will radically 
change people's social and sexual 
behaviour. Surety there could be tax 
incentives for people to marry in the 
first place? The married man’s tax 
allowance should be increased not 
abolished, some have been saying 
loudly. But this goes against current 
fiscal orthodoxy, and the Chancellor 
has given no sign that he intends to do 
anything of the sort. 

But the main anxiety is about the 
million single parents on social secu- 
rity. Surety here there must be some- 
thing a government can do to make 
people behave differently? The far 
right, embodied by the Social Affairs 
Unit, believes that the benefit system 
is the cause of all evil. It says there 
would be no single parents if there 



POLLY TOYNBEE 


Left and right seek to 
whip people back 
into marriage 


was no welfare state to sustain them. 
Women would not dare to conceive 
outside wedlock, men would feel a 
moral obligation to many and support 
any woman they made pregnant, oth- 
erwise they would starve. When John 
Redwood advocates adoption, this is 
a kind of unspoken code for the idea 
that removing benefits would oblige 
women to hand over any babies that 
they could not pay for to couples who 
could. But he dares say no more than 
that they should be “encouraged”. 

A parade of single parents from hell 
has hit the press in recent weeks; that 
handful of women with multiple chil- 
dren by different fathers who see no 
reason why the taxpayer should not 
pay. (In fact, on average, single moth- 
ers have onty 1 .7 children and onty st^ 
single mothers for an average of four 
years.) These stories have accompa- 
nied a clamour for something to be 
done, and a beady eye falls upon those 
benefits targeted specifically on dngle 
parents. 


Critics are quite right when they 
it oat that the tax and benefit sys- 
i seems perversely to promote sep- 
aration and to encourage fraud. It pays 
as unemployed couple to part or pre- 
tend to part and draw benefit sepa- 
rately. As a result there may be- many 

The CS/i^ Ss^uncovered massive 
fraud, with supposedly “absent” 
fathers still living at home, while 
drawing benefit ekewhere. 

A lone mother and child on £72.80 
benefit gets an extra £5.20 lone par- 
ent premium. It is an odd benefit as 
it assumes there is an extra cost for 
being alone when, in reality, women 
on benefit find having an unemployed 
man around is more expensive. This 
premium could be under threat if the 
Government is looking for something 
nasty to do. It may be an oddly con- 
strued benefit, and perhaps should be 
reassigned as extra for all children on 
income support, regardless of how 
many parents they have. But to cut it 
back would be savage. 

Lone-parent benefit has also come 
under attack in recent weeks, for the 
same reason that it sounds suspi- 
ciously like a reward for bad behav- 
iour. This is paid to all lone mothers 
not on social security. Its oddity, like 
cfafld benefit, is that h doesn’t go to the 
poor on income support, while it does 
go to the richest single mothers, what- 
ever they earn. Its great asset, like 
child benefit, is that it acts as a ladder 
out of benefit into work, lb cut it 
(except perhaps for the rich) would be 
self-defeating. 

The Conservative social policy 
thinlref David Willetts has advocated 
abolishing any special status for single 


parents. He would give all mothers 
income support and child benefit until 
their children reached the age of five, 
after which any unsupported mothers 
would be registered unemployed, and 
treated the same as anyone else, 
chivvied into work. He does not think 
this will happen, however, because of 
the cost of child care, and the the fact 
that unemployment figures would rise 
by a million ovemight- 

On left as well as right, they search 
for ways to whip people beck into 
marriage. Frank Field, Labour's 
social security guru, wants to reform 
the whole system to help single moth- 
ers and others to escape the traps and 
obstacles that stop them working. 
But he, too, has some of the same 
moral engineering instincts as the 
right. He wants to convert the lone- 


parent premium into on extra bene- 
fit for couples. Would they have to 
be married? No, he says. Would they 


have to be the natural father? No. 
Any man dragged in through the 
front door would quality then? Yes. 
Is any man realty so much better than 
none? It is the doubtful thesis that 
strongly underlies most thinking on 
this subject 

However, Peter Lilley has been 
curiously quiet about single mothers. 
He may trumpet about the high lev- 
els of fraud to be weeded out. but it 
is likely to be a cover concealing his 
inability to satisfy Tory bloodlusL He 
may know that only child care and bet- 
ter back-to-work incentives are real 
engines for social change. Those who 
have been calling for cuts may be dis- 
appointed. How much can you cut 
from £78 a week for a mother and 
child before people starve? 


A new book about homosexuality holds an important lesson about the limits of soundbite debate 

Kiss goodbye to gay politics 


Y ou don't have to be in Blackpool 
to know that politics is a small 
matter, a trivial, self-important 
sideshow. You don’t even have to be 
on some American campus or in a Los 
Angeles courtroom to know how 
deluded and banal the political debate 
can become. But you may have to read 
Andrew Sullivan’s VirtuaifyNonTtaLan 
argumeru about homosexuality, to know 
tirat tty seeing through polity by neu- 
tralising its stale categories, you might 
manage to say something human. 
“Politics,'* writes Sullivan, “cannot do 
the work of life. Even culture cannot 
do the work of life. Onty life can do 
the work of life." 

As “an argument about homosex- 
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uality" Virtually Normal is sane; as an 
argument about politics it is radical. 
Sullivan is a political thinker and yet 
every sentence is imbued with a sense 
of the limitations of politics. Indeed, 
the book might be read as a confes- 
sion of radical political ignorance,of 
our complete inability to create ratio- 
nal programmes from the plurality of 
experience. 

Wittgenstein is quoted at the begin- 
ning - “One can only describe here 
and say: this is what human life is like" 
— and Montaigne at the end - “There 
' is no quality so universal here as dif- 
ference." And. in between these 
colossi, there is Sullivan agreeing that, 
even in politics, there is a mystery, an 
ultimate irrationality which it may be 
destructive to try and decipher. 

But, first, the book is about the pol- 
itics of homosexuality. Sullivan, a 
homosexual, is dearly appalled by the 
wav his condition has been politicised, 
especially in the US. Most of the book 
is taken up with an elegant and lucid 
destruction of the main attitudes 
involved. He distinguishes four cate- 
gories: prohibitionist, Jiberatiomst, 
conservative and liberal. Few people, 
he admits, fall cleanty into arty a* srat- 
egory. Disturbing^, I recognised frag- 
ments of myself in each of .the first 
three, though not. happily, in the 

f ° Hedismisses prohibitionism on the 
basis of its dubious, incoherent therf- 
ogy. and liberationism on the basis of 
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its arid and anarchic failure to engage 
with the real world. Both are con- 
demned for their underlying insistence 
that homosexuality is not a distinct 
condition. The prohibitionists on the 
hard right insist that h is a personal 
choice and, therefore, it can be said to 
be morally wrong. The liberationists 
on the hard left, guided by Michel 
Foucault, argue that all sexual identi- 
ties are social and verbal constructs 
into which . we are forced by existing 
power structures, in order to restrict 
freedom of e x pression. Such an ide- 
ology can justify brutal, revolutionary 
action - for example, “outing”. 

Sullivan's personal experience tells 
him that his homosexuality is a real, 
distinct and unchosev condition which 
it is meaningless to describe either as 
a choice ora “social construct”. Both 
the hard left and the hard right are, 
therefore, wrong for the same reason 
they are wrong about everything eke: 
the world they describe does not exist 

The conservatives are given an eas- 
ier ride, in that their own combination 
of private tolerance and public dis- 
couragement of homosexuality - via, 
for example, education or the main- 
tenance of a different age of consent 
from heterosexuals - is seen to have 
a certain consistency. But, says Sulli- 


van, the current refusal of homosex- 
uals to accept the implicit code of 
sDeoce makes the conservatives’ pos- 
ture redundant Far better to adopt a 
more dynamic conservative position by 
supporting the institutional accep- 
tance of homosexuals. 

The liberals are most damningiy 
described. Liberalism, says Sullivan, 
“has come ... to resemble the problem 

Homosexuality is 
debated as if it were 
welfare spending or 
foreign policy 


it was originally designed, to fix”. By 
moving from the moral neutrality of 
government to the proactive role of 
encouraging positive discrimination, 
liberalism has become the new, puri- 
tanical conservatism. As it has done 
with Macks and women, liberalism has 


of perpetual victims and. enacted laws 
to mstitutionalise this indignity. The old 
liberal Enlightenment insistence that all 
men. are created equal has become the 


new liberal insistence that some must 
be made more equal than others in 
order to correct any inequalities that 
arise. The project has failed and it has 
exacerbated the existing bigpliy within 
society. Yet still its damaging termi- 
nology poisons political thought. 

Sullivan has a theoretical solution 
and two practical proposals. He wants 
all discrimination against gays in the 
mihtaiy to be removed and gay mar- 
riage to be legalised. These measures 
will simply give homosexuals the same 
legal status as heterosexuals. And 
they spring directly from his central 
theoretical position that all public 
discrimination against homosexuals 
should be ended. They should not be 
treated differently in any way - either 
as victims by liberal legislation or as 
aberrations by conservative. 

Simple and obvious as this point is. 
in the American context it is radical. 
For what Sullivan is realty saying is that 
homosexuality should be depoliti- 
dsed. Nobody, after all, seriously 
regards red hair as a political matter, 
yet homosexuality, in Sullivan’s terms 
an equally contingent phenomenon, is 
debated as if it were welfare spending 
or foreign policy. This is absurd - ail 
that needs to be said is that there are 
homosexuals, and nothing within the 


obligations of a genuinely liberal gov- 
ernment requires any special action to 
be taken. 

To the voter who demands action 
because he cannot cope with homo- 
sexuality, the response is obvious: 
that’s your problem, not government’s. 
Tb people, like myself, who find the 
activities of “outers " and other 
extreme gay liberationists repellent, 
the answer is equally clear. Abandon 
the mad, legally endoised politicisa- 
tion of homosexuality and these mon- 
sters can safety be laughed away, they 
will have nothing intelligible 'to say. 
They don’t have anything to say now. 
but the perversions of contemporary 
politics can persuade some people that 
they do. 

There are some problems with this 
and some issues which I think Sullivan 
evades. Cultural resistance to homo- 
sexuality is, after all, not simply a ques- 
tion of ideology but also of genuine 
fear. But the overall health of his posi- 
tion is obvious. He has an acute sense 
of real as opposed to legally imposed 
freedom. Tlus may be the freedom ig 
hale and avoid homosexuals, but we 
are currently free to loathe redheads, 
so why not? After all, gays are free to 
hate heterosexuals. Anybody who 
takes action on the basis of any of 
these hatreds can be caught by' the 
ordinary laws of public order. 

Sullivan acknowledges that his pro- 
gramme has little chance of being 
adopted. The politics of the day are 
too corrupted by the media-driven 
need for public affairs to be conducted 
on the basis of ideas that are strong, 
simple and wrong. If you are gay or 
black you must be gay or Mack within 
the terms laid down by the soundbite 
debate. No other posture is allowed. 
Everybody must be flanened to fit in 
with the' mindlessly puritanical 
demands of Larry King Uxx. 

But think of the alternative, as Sul- 
livan does in his final chapter. Think 
of a politics that humbly acknowl- 
edged its innate inferiority tu life. 
Think of a politics that admitted its 
own in competence and iguorance. 
Think of a politics that genuinely 
believed in Us own rhetoric of freedom 
and in the maturity of the people to 
use that freedom. Think of a politics 
that accepted that “problems arc often 
more sanety enjoyed than solved", that 
“there is reason in mystery". And then 
remember that what we actually have 
is Blackpool, a place that includes - 
don’t kid yourself - Brighton. 

Vatualh' Normal an argument about 
homosexuality \ frv.-tiufnw Sullivan, is 
published by Picador ai £14. 99. 
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Mozart: the sex, 
the house party 


C A Q til 

/irihe BBC is one good idea. 
It might be Around ike W/rid In 
Eighty Days. It might be Great 
RaiNay Journeys. It might be 
Pride and Prejudice. Bui that is 
ali it takes. One great idea. At 
the moment we think that idea 
might be Mozart 's Pupils ." 

The speaker is Eric Bosforth, 
Commissioner-General of the 
BBC. But what does a Com- 
missioner-General do? And 
what is Atozurt's Pupils all 
abuut? 

"First thing, first," says Eric, 
with the smile of a man who has 
just seen a harmless long hop 
coming down the pitch towards 
him. “Yes, i am the Commis- 
sioner-General. Bui you’re 
right, you can’t tell from my 
tide wfaal exactly 1 do. You 
never can in the BBC. 1 have 
known people spend u lifetime 
in the BBC with their col- 
leagues having no idea what 
their job was. Sometimes they 
had no idea themselves. Well. 
/ am in charge of vetting aii 
incoming proposals and sug- 
gestions bum independents 
and outsiders, with a view to 
weeding out the good ones." 

And commissioning men)? 

“Oh no," smiles Eric. “It 
would be terribly expensive to 
do that When we find a good 
idea for a programme sent in 
from outside, we reject iL Then 
we make the programme." 

I'm sorry, 1 don't quite 
understand. 

“What happcits is that if we 
get u cracking good idea. like, 
say. a scries on Mozart’s pupils, 
we write back to the peistm and 
say that we are terribly Sony but 
we are already working on a 
series along very similar lines." 

And arc you ? 

“Oh, no. But we don't tell 
them Lhau It would be terribly 
expensive to tell them that. 
However, we do have a list of 
lilies of almost every currcciv- 
able unmade programme in 
the world, so if pushed to it, we 
could probably point to an idea 
on the list not unlike the one 
proposed to us, the one which 
we reject and then use." 

Hmm Well, how did the 
idea for Mozart s Pupils arrive? 
What is the idea, cume to that? 

“VfeU, ” smiles Erie Bosforth. 
“1 got this idea myself, actually. 
In fact, 1 got it from a letter sent 
to us by an independent com- 
pany somewhere duwn West." 

Bath, Bristol. Exeter, some- 
where like that? 

“No, I think ft was down 
Ealing way." says Erie, with the 
air of a man fur whom London 
is the whole country. “The let- 
ter said that the last remaining 
undiscovered area in the field of 
the great composers was their 
pupils. Chopin was always 
falling in luve with his. 
Mendelssohn had some lender 
friendships. Beethoven had 
some very serious young men. 
But Mozart was [he one whose 
pupils were m>nh examining, if 


only because he was young and 
attractive and mischievous, and 
bis pupils were female and 
pretty and..." 

He trails off into silence, 
smiling to himself. Then he 
seems to come out oi a dream. 

“Anyway. I wrote back saying 
that sadty we were already work- 
ing on the idea, and thought no 
more about iL Then one day I 
was playing through some 
Mozart piano sonatas, and 
noticed a dedication to a 
Fraulcin Sophie somebody, and 
1 thought: Who wus this girl? Why 
do we know nothing about her? 
This was a girl whose fingers 
Mozart had touched, whose very’ 
body posture he had rearranged, 
yet wc knew nothing about her!" 

Hold on a moment. Wasn't 
this exactly the same idea as the 
one the man from Ealing had 
suggested? 

“So gradually the idea of a 
great epic began to emerge," 
says Eric Bosforth. ignoring me. 
“Big country house in the land- 
scape. Great reunion of 
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Mozart's pupils for a weekend. 
Dedicated to the memory of the 
great man. Costume drama. 
BBC at its finest Production val- 
ues universally praised, even by 
Victor Lewis ^Smith. But when 
you get a dozen or more beau- 
tiful young women for the week- 
end in a country house, with 
smouldering male Mozart 
pupils, there are bound to be 
fireworks. Passionate fireworks. 
There we have iL Wonderful 
music. Sex. Costumes. Intrigue." 

Hold on a momenL Is this a 
drama or a documentary? 

“There s humour, too, ” goes 
on Eric, waving his hands expan- 
sively. “The pupils of Beethoven 
are holding a reunion nearby 
and they all get together to 
throw a party which gets a bit 
out of hand - great scene that!” 

But surety Beethoven was 
too young to... ? 

“It’s incredibly topical!” cried 
Eric. “Mozart died in 1791, so 
his pupils would all have gone 
through the 1800 celebrationsl 
We follow them all as the turn 
of the century gets nearer and 
nearer. In the film we see one 
of them win a fortune on the 
Viennese lottery, we see 
another bringing up Mozart's 
child which she has had by him, 
we cry and laugh..." 

At this point two men in 
white coats burst in and lake 
Eric away, then ask me to leave, 
as the interview is now over. 
But 1 think I have heard enough 
tu make us all very thoughtful. 


Sponsor a child today 



and make a lifetime 
of difference 


Rarn is jisl eight years' old The onty life she's ever 
known is cm oJ hunger and poverty And wilhoul help, 
this it the orty Me shell ever have 

Bui sponsor a child through ACTKjWAID. and you 
can give a child like Barn a better chance n hie You can 
help powde education - giving her tope d a bener luture 
Yc<i can help provide clean water and proper health car? 
- ffnfxovmg the health oi everyone in the community 
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you money a helping through regular project rqjuns from 
ae field woken Please sponsor a duld. and hrfp d child 
lie Ran. 
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IN BRIEF 


Rhone-Poulenc tightens grip on Fisons 

Rhonc-Poulenc Rorer consolidated its grip on bid target Fisons 
yesterday after picking up a further 18.6 million shares to take 
its holding to 20.9 per cent. The new shares, all acquired at the 
raised bid price of 265p, included the entire 9.8 million hold- 
ing of Sun Life of Canada. The latest deal follows a string of 
large disposals by institutional shareholders since the bid be- 
gan. RPR said acceptances of the offer covered 027 per cent 
of Fisons" shares as of Monday. The shares fell 0 -5p to 263p. 

Bullers calls in receivers 


. has called in 
around £4-5m. 



Bailers, the film editing to fire surround group, 
the receivers after being overwhelmed by debts of i 

The news marks the end of the s 

ningham to turn the cum 
of nis stake at prices 
3 October shares were smqjended at ll25p. Grant Thornton, the 
receivers, are already in talks about selling parts of the business. 

New chocolate chief awaited 

Thorntons, the chocolate maker and retailer, said it was ready 
to appoint a new chief executive after reporting a £1.6m fell in 
profits to £Il).5in for last year. The unnamed candidate will come 
aboard in January. David Mitchell, the previous UK managing 
director, has already left. After a disappointing Christmas, the 
company blamed the hot weather for a reduction in demand for 
chocolates over the summer. 

Investment column, page 22 

Panel intervenes in Aran bidding 

The Takeover Panel has demanded clarification from Statoil, 
the state-owned Norwegian firm, over whether it intends to bid 
for Aran Energy. The panel was concerned at reports suggest- 
ing that Statoil would definitely bid for Aran, the subject of a 
£180ra hostile attack by Arco of the US. Statoil has now made 
dear that it is considering an offer but is in no way committed. 
Arco has asked the panel to set a timetable for any Statoil bid. 

Treger demands early Scholl sale 

Julian Treger, one of the dissident shareholders in Scholl, the 
footwear company, said he will withdraw his demands for an 
extraordinary general meeting if the company appointed an in- 
dependent merchant bank to seek offers for h- In a letter to Gor- 
don Stevens, the Scholl chairman, Mr Treger said he would love 
to direct potential bidders to the company because this would 
maximise value for all shareholders. Mr Stevens said yesterday 
that the dissidents had failed to respond to an earlier request 
to supply the company with details of alleged bidders. 

Trafficmaster losses exceed £lm 

Shares in Trafficmaster fell 22p to 179p as it reported a dou- 
bling of losses at half-way to £l.l2m. The company, which has 
launched an in-car monitoring system to avoid traffic jams, said 
the losses were expected because of start-up costs. 

AEG sheds component business 

General Electric of the US has bought AEG’s low-voltage com- 
ponents businesses from Daimler-Benz for DM320m (£142m). 
AEG. Germany's second-largest electronics group, has sold or 
shut down many of its loss-making activities in the last four years. 


Markets in turmoil: Worries over faltering US profits push prices down on Wall Street and in London 

Recovery fear sends shares diving 


TOM STEVENSON 
and MICHAEL MARRAY 

Share prices plunged on both 
sides of the Atlantic yesterday 
to some of their worst levels in 
months. In London an esti- 
mated £l3bn was wiped off the 
value of UK companies at one 
stage as the stock market 
slumped almost 70 points before 


On Wall Street a wave of sell- 
ing pushed the Dow Jones in- 
dex down more than 60 points 
as Americans worried about 
falling profits from a stumbling 
recovery. UK investors were 
reacting to a growing sense of 
crisis within the Conservative 
Party- and the Wail Street fell. 

The Footsie was off 67.8 
points by mid-afternoon. Al- 
though the index recovered, it 
still dosed 50.2 points down at 
3460.1. 

Share prices on Wall Street 
fell sharply yesterday morning 
in heavy trading, as what began 
as investor jitters over the 
prospects for technology stocks 
widened into an across-the- 
board sell-off. For the second 
day running New York Stock 
Exchange limits on program 
trading came into effect, trig- 
gered by a near 65-point drop 
in the Dow Jones Industrial Av- 
erage shortly after the opening 
bell. 

By lunchtime the market had 
recovered some ground, but 
the Dow was still down by 3721 
points at 4689.01, and the Nas- 
daq composite index, which 
was 20 pom ts down in early trad- 
ing, stood at 970.90 for a loss of 
13.84 points. 

Market strategists played 
down the significance of yester- 
days movement. “It's this absurd 
situation, with the UK marked 
down ahead of an expected 
plunge on WhD Street. Then af- 
ter the close the Street bounces 
bade” one said. But he warned 
that any recovery later in the 
week would depend on how the 
markets reacted to key speech- 


es from the Chancellor and 
Prime Minister in Blackpool. 

Another strategist described 
the fell as an over-reaction, 
blaming a dearth of the takeover 
news that has buoyed the mar- 
ket over the summer. But he 
said bids and a wave of consol- 
idation in financial services had 
distracted from poor market 
fundamentals- recent weakness 
in the gilt market following the 
uncovered auction, poorer than 
expected economic figures and 
a worsening outlook for cor- 
porate earnings. 

The consensus from BZW’s 
sector analysts now points to 


earnings growth this year of 
11 per cent, compared with the 
15 per cent expected recently. 
Steve Wight, the firm's UK 
equity analyst, believed that 
figure could retreat even further 
to maybe 8 per cent 

Analysts said markets might 
normally be expected to bounce 
back today but forecast contin- 
ued uncertainty ahead of key 
speeches tomorrow and Friday 
from Kenneth Clarke and John 
Major, as well as inflation figures 
expected to edge higher. 

The recent weakness of the 
New York market again fo- 
cused on bearish sentiment in 


the highly rated tedinology sec- 
tor. Poor results from Motorola, 
the computer chip manufac- 
turer, and a gloomy report 
from the Semiconductor In- 
dustry Association . sparked 
fears of a sell-off in the sector 
thar has largely driven the rise 
in Wall Street this year. 

Many analysts view the cor- 
rection in the techno! ogyseclor 

as overdue, and also point out 


its fastest tun-ap since 1987 < 
mg the first three quarters of 
lTOS. They have been express- 
ing caution since early summer, 
but have been drowned out by 


the hype over the launch of 
Microsoft's Windows 95 oper- 
ating system, and the market 
frenzy over offerings such as 
Netscape. Its share price more 
than doubled on its first day of 
trading in August. Hi-tech 
stocks did not fere so well in 
September, but the pas* few 
days have seen the first signs of 
png selling by small investors, 
who have so far appeared blind 
to the risks in the market- 
investors in the US are also 
becoming increasingly exer- 
cised about third-quarter earn- 
ings figures due in November, 
which analysts believe will dis- 
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Construction cutbacks 
threaten 20,000 jobs 




Dow Jones 


V stare ptickndex; V - \ V 



RUSSELL HOTTEN 

The construction industry yes- 
terday warned of thousands 
more job losses as official fig- 
ures pointed to a continuing 
slowdown in the sector. New 
UK construction orders fell 2 
per cent in the three months to 
August compared to the previ- 
ous three months - prompting 
an attack on the government’s 
private finance initiative for 
delaying recovery. 

The figure was an 8 per cent 
decline on the June-August pe- 
riod in 1994, according to pro- 
visional. seasonally adjusted 
figures from the Department of 
Environment. The figures show 
that orders for private housing 
m the third quarter of 1995 fell 
by 19 per cent against the same 
period in 1994. New orders for 
public housing fell by 8per cent, 
while other public building 
works d ropped by 12 per cent 
compared with a year ago. 

“Confidence in the level of 
construction work few the future 
has reached a new low,” said 


Richard Houghton of the Royal 
Institu tion of Chartered Sur- 
veyors. “These figures are bad 
news for those employed in the 
construction industry, bat also 
have serious implications for the 
economy as a whole. 

as we predict, 100,000 jobs 
are to be lost from the industry 
over the next 2-3 years, the 
Exchequer stands to lose as 
much as £lbn in increased 
social security payments and lost 
revenue.” 

The Building Employers’ 
Confederation warned yester- 
day that up to 20,000 jobs could 
be lost over the next six months 
as the industry slumps into a 
new recession. The organisation 
estimates that 480.000 building 
jobs have gone since 1990. 

Paul Shepherd, chairman, at- 
tacked the government’s private 
finance initiative (PFIj which re- 

to^mai^-teaed.Hesai^the 
FFI bad delayed and reduced 
investment 

The gloom was underlined by 
the.NaBonal Councfi of Build- 


ing Material Producers, whose 
survey published yesterday 
showed that members had put 
back expectations of recovery to 
1997. The BMP- with around 
2,000 members - said 78 per 
cent of respondents were not 
workings t satisfactory levels. In 
the spring, over half had re- 
ported satisfactory volumes . 

The BMP forecasts a two per 
cent drop in UK construction 
output this year, with a 0.5 per 
cent decline in 1996 compared 
with 25 percent growth fore- 
cast previously. The survey re- 
vealed a “picture of disaster” in 
the industry and blamed gov- 
ernment failure to help the 
housing market, “dithering” on 
interest rate policy and confu- 
sion over the PFI. 

The three employers' groups 
called for action in next months 
budget to stimulate construction 
activity. Mr Houghton said: 
“The government could afford 
to spend an extra £5Q0m on ur- 
gently needed social housing, 
creating jobs without inflation- 
ary pressure.” 



grim message 


MARY FAGAN 

Rupert Murdoch, chairman of 
the News Corporation, warned 
that newsprint prices could rise 
by 10 per cent over the next 12 
months, costing the group 
Aus$350m in the year. 

Mr Murdoch also refused to 
rule out a future joint venture 
with BT - the subject of spec- 
ulation at the weekend - but 
said that at present there are no 
discussions “on the rope”. 

Rumours erupted at the end 
of last week that Mr Murdoch 
was in talks with the BT chair- 
man, Sir Iain \feilance, con- 
cerning co-operation in the 
“information superhighway”. 
BT denied any such discus- 
sions but Mr Murdoch said 
yesterday: “We have a joint 
venture with their partner MCI 
in North and South America 


ami we would not rule ocit a sim- 
ilar joint venture in Britain and 
we are certainly looking with 
them. It’s not just them ... 
we’re all talking.” 

The agm also approved the 
recently announced alliance 
with MCI, the US company in 
which BT has a 20 per cent 
stake. Under the deal MCI will 
take a stake of up to 135 per 
cent stake in News Corporation 
for up to US$2bn and has first 
refusal on buying the Murdoch 
family stake in the event that 
they decide to sell. 

The media chief warned that 
he expects flat to slightly lower 
earnings in the three months to 
September, adding that he does 
not expect higher dividends in 
the future for shareholders. 

“We have built this company - 
in 40 years from being a couple 
of hundred thousand dollars to 
being worth $20bn by pouring 



Newsprint warning: Rupert Murdoch addressing News Corporation's agm In Adelaide yesterday Photograph: Greg Adams/Reuter 

Shares hi News Corporation fen 


back the profits into h. Basically 
I think any shareholder will tell 
you, it has been a capital growth 
play. It has not been a dividend 
play,” be said. 


by 12p to 324p on Mr Mur- 
doch's newsprint predictions, “Pa- 
per costs area wony and ft is going 
to be some time before tins turns 


around.” But be remained bull- 
ish about the UK, where profits 
are expected to rise in the year to 
June 1996. Mr Murdocb said: 
“Ws have great faith in our news- 


paper-position in-Britain. We see 
growing profits ... if we increase 
our share of the market and 
manage to get even more com- 
petitive and even more efficient.” 



appoint compared with the im- 
pressive first and second quar- 
ter numbers. 

This week’s sell-off was trig- 
gered in port by Friday's an- 
nouncemeat from Novell that 
its fourth-quarter earnings 
would fell well short of analysts’ 
ex pectations, as a result of weak 
safes in its applications software 
products, which include Word- 
perfect. Novell said weak third 
quarter sales were going to get 
worse in the current quarter. 
This announcement was made 
after dose of trading on Friday, 
but was picked up on Monday 
morning as an excuse to start 
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High street banking: rivals forced to consider future strategy □ directors’ payouts may reach £9m in dividends and options ^ 

~ ~ ” Phantom options to give 

TSB executives £17m 


Lloyds merger forces rethink 


JOHN WILLCOCK 

Financial Correspondent 

Lloyds Rank will announce the 
details of its proposed merger 
with TSB this morning, driven 
by the prospect of £3bn of cost 
savings and increased revenues. 

The emergence of this new 
banking giant is forcing an ur- 


gent rethink right across the 
financial services sector, as 
banks, bufiding societies and in- 
surers aocelerateplans for cost 
cutting and acquisitions. 

The Banking Insurance and 
Finance Union wains that 5,000 
to 10,000 jobs wfll go over the 
next few years as a result of the 
deal. Some City analysts think 
that even more - up to 20,000 
-will go aver the next five years. 
The estimated £15bn market 
value of Lloyds TSB is reached 


only on the expectation of a 
massive £3bn gain from sub- 
stantial cost cutting and new 
earnings growth. Lloyds’ current 
market capitalisation is £9bn. 
that of TSB£4bn. With £lbn be- 
ing handed back to sharehold- 
ers in the form of the special 
dividend under the merger 
terms, a £3bn jump in value is: 
being factored in by advisers. 

Barclays and NatWest now 
face stark choices on where they 
go from here. Both are heavily 
committed to the big corporate 
sector, where Uoyds is a medi- 
um player and TSB nowhere. 
Iwraeiiigjy they deal with then- 
big corporate clients through 
thefrmvestinentbnakiiigarnK, 
and these operations have re- 
quired huge investments. 

The question e whether they 
can succeed in the personal sec- 


tor and the corporate sector at 
the same time. They are com- 
peting with ever larger person- 
al fin ancial groups like Lloyds 
TSB, as well as pore investment 
banks like the giant Goldman 
Sachs and Morgan Stanley. 

There is also a question mark 
over Abbey National. It was the 
first building society to convert 
to bank states in 1989, and is 
■ now buying National & Provin- 
cial. Even so, analysts question 
whether it is big enough, or 
whether it might in turn become 
a bid target, a predicament 
.also faced by Lhe Woolwich 
and Alliance & Leicester. 

Similar problems confront 
the Bank of Scotland and Roy- 
al Bank of Scotland. Both could 
easily be snapped up by, say 
HSBC. Analysts reckon Bank at 
Scotland would cost around 


£3_5bn valued on the same ba- 
sis as TSB in the Lloyds merg- 
er, while Royal Bank would cost 
around £4bn or more. There 
would, however, be strong 
protests from Scottish public 
opinion if their banks were ac- 
quired by one from London. 

The insurance companies 
could also enlerthe fray. Many 
have examined the idea of buy- 
ing a bank network through 
which to sell their products. 
BAX the tobacco and financial 
services conglomerate, always 
had its eye on TSB, and may 
look elsewhere in the sector now 
that it has been thwarted. 

Standard Life already owns 
one-third of the Bank of Scot- 
land. This is seen as an obsta- 
cle to any potential bidder for 
the bank - but may also tempt 
the insurer to make a full bid. 


PETER RODGERS 
and NIC CtCUTTI 

Four executive directors of the 
TSB stand to make £1.7m from 
“phantom” share options that 
can be exercised from next 
February onwards. This is in ad- 
dition to conventional share- 
options held by the board that 
could bring profits of about £9m 
and take their total benefits to 
nearly film before tax at last 
night’s share price. 


The bonanza awaiting TSB executive directors 
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[automatically be entitled 

to £7.4m, which they can take 
immediately. The remainder 
of the £9m, together with the 
phantom options, are likely to 
be subject to negotiations as the 
exercise dates have not yet ar- 
rived. Directors who stay on 
may also decide not to take their 
frill entitlements but instead 
transfer them into a new ben- 
efits package in the merged 


_ ae phantom options, gram- 
ed in 1993, are cash bonuses 
linked to the growth of TSB's 
share price above a base line of 



dose of 353p. They provide the 
same profit as a conventional 
option without the need to buy 
anyshares. 

Peter EUwood, the chief ex- 
ecutive, would be eligible for a 


payment of £604,000, John 
Burns for £402.000, John El- 
bourne for £424.000 and 
Michael Fairey for £265,000. 
These four board members, to- 
gether with two others - Hugh 
Freedberg and the chairman Sir 
Nicholas Goodison — are also 
set to make a £5.66m pre-tax 
profit on conventional share op- 
tions. 

Sir Nicholas leads with 
£1.42m, taking his total poten- 
tial reward to nearly £2Jm, fol- 
lowed closedly by Mr Ellwood 
with £13m, bringing him a pos- 
sible total of £!7m. 

These figures are based on 
options listed in the most recent 
annual report, for 1994. TSB re- 
fused to say whether there had 
been any change in the number 
of options held by directors 
since the end of the 1994 fi- 
nancial year. The directors are 
also in line for a further 
£ 1.777m, assuming they exercise 
their options and receive the 
special dividend of 68p a share, 
promised as part of the men# 
er terms. 

The executive members of 
the board also have a series of 
other options that they can ex- 
ercise from various starting 
dates over the next four years, 
wdh the first in March next year. 
TTitjse are showing a paper gain 
of £L7m. 
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Shaky equities set to slide despite takeovers 


COMMENT 


“Signs of economic 
slowdown have been 
there for all to see 
since early summer. 
The outlook for 
corporate earnings 
too seems to be 
deteriorating, with an 
ever-lengthening list 
of profits warnings 
and gloomy trading 
statements* 


r T 1 he only thing holding up the London 
~ slock market for some time now has h»n 
tne hectic pace of bid activity. As yesterday's 
events showed, even this has become insuf- 

nnmtf Ia iL. t* i .... 


11 aitbad 


— — »a. me umcuvur ncnzy 

shows few signs of abating, the market seems 
set on correction mode. 

The surprising thing is that it didn’t hap- 
pen earlier. Signs of economic slowdown 
have been there for all to see since early 
summer. The outlook for corporate earnings 
too seems to be deteriorating, with an ever- 
lengthening list of profits warnings and 
gloomy trading statements. 

As if this were not enough, the failure of 
the Government’s gilts auction should have 
sent out a siren warning of things to come. 
Once the final prop of Wall Street was 
removed, the downward shift became 
inevitable. The FT-SE 100 share index was 
67 points off at one stage, taking its fall from 
the peak in September to more than 4 per 
cent. 

Has it got further to go? Serious correc- 
tions usually take around 10 per cent off the 
market so the answer is very possibly yes. 
Sentiment is being increasingly influenced 
by politics and here the outlook hardly 
inspires confidence. The Tbry Party confer- 
ence is off to a disastrous start and the num- 
bers the Chancellor has to play with in the 
forthcoming Budget look as uncertain as 
ever. 

There are other wearying straws in the 
wind too. Eventually the Government is 


I going to call a halt to the takeover binge. The 
I spectacleof UKplcbeng gobbled up in big 
cost-cutting mergers ana acquisitions is for 
many a repugnant one. 

The Lloyds takeover of TSB alone is likely 
to lead to the loss of up to 20,000 jots, 
although you will not hear Sir Brian Pitman, 
chief executive of Lloyds, admitting to this 
when he announces details of the merger 
today. The Government needs headlines of ' 
this sort like it needs a bole m the head. 
However strong the poll of Michael Hesel- 
tme's “anything goes* mergers policy, you'd 
have to be away with the fairies to believe 
it will go on forever. The end may indeed 
be quite soon. 

And if that goes, then the market begins 
to look highly vulnerable. Nick Knight, . 
equity strategic at Nomura, may be right 
after all with his year-end prediction for the ; 
FT-SE of 3,200. 

Tories push business ! 
into arms of foes 

I t comes as a shock to realise bow far the 
political landscape has changed for busi- 


ness over the lastly months. Whh Tory MPs 
demanding windfall taxes and Labour yes- 
terday promising to work bard in partner- 
ship with industry to create defence 
manufacturing jobs, telKng left from right is 
no longer an easy process. Would Lord Wem- 
stock prefer Michael Portillo or Dr David 


Oark as defence secrelaiy? No womier com- 
panies such as Tate & Lyle are placing each- 
way bets by splitting their political donations 
between the parties, and managers every- 
where aresupjrressing their instincts by look- 
' mg sympathetically at what Labour has to 
offer. 

A survey by the Institute of Management 
found 54 per cent of respondents felt the 
Government had lost touch with the needs 
of business and 83 per cent approved of Tbny 
Blair's belief in a dtoseT partnership between 
government and business. 

For anyone who remembers the CBPs 
promise in 1981 of a bare knuckle fight with 
Margaret Thatcher’s government, the pre- 
sent tension between big business and the 
Tbries is nothing new. The irony is that 
Michael Heseltine changed things for the 
better in his three years as President of the 
Board of Trade. He really cared about busi- 
ness and actively pursued many of the ideas 
Labour is now trying to cannibalise. 

The problem is that with business, as with 
so many parts of the Government’s natural 
constituency, the Tories have simply foiled 
to deliver on their promises. In the blitzed 
construction industry, which is gasping for 
public sector work, the failure of the private 
finan re initiative to fill rtv» sp ending gap adds 
insult to injury. Furthermore, the Headline- 
driven new sensitivity to the needs of indus- 
try coincides with Labour's own policy 
reformation, to the point that the similari- 
ties are now much more pronounced than 


I the differences, both at the macro-eco- 
1 nomic and micro-policy level. 

Look at benchmarking, which Howard 
Davies, the new deputy governor of the Bank 
of England, refers to as the best recent idea 
to come out of the DTI. This is a govern- 
ment-aided exercise to measure the best 
international standards in a given industry 
and pass on the secret to those who are not 
so good, to drag up their performance. It is 
intervention, and its pedigree can be traced 
back to the National Economic Develop- 
ment Office that the Tories killed, but it is 
also cheap and effective. These days we bear 
as much about benchmarking from Labour 
as from the Tories. 

Business leaders axe still not convinced 
Labour means what it says. But the Gov- 
ernment is saddled with the feet that for busi- 
ness there is at last a credible opposition. 

US-style bank mergers 
not easily exported 

W hether it be rollerblading or monster 
bank mergers, fashionable waves that 
begin in the US Lend eventually to break over 
Britain and Europe. The Lloyds/ TSB plan 
to combine forces to bestride the domestic 
finan cial services sector could wen be the cat- 
alyst for an accelerated series of takeovers 
and mergers. Banks across Europe are 
grappling with very similar pressures to the 
cues that have been driving the surge of con- 


solidation in US banking - a combination of 
capita] heaped in the coffers, and an in- 
creasingly fierce battle for business in a ma- 
ture market with limited scope for growth. 

The pace of consolidation in the US has 
to a large extent been driven by deregula- 
tion, breaking down the legal barriers keep- 
ing regional banks apart - an element that 
is not present over here. But the competi- 
tive pressures in an overbanked market, with 
too much capital chasing too little business, 
are the same. 

The US preference for share buy-backs as 
a way of banding back excess capital to 
shareholders has had limited resonance 
over here. Barclays has had a first, timid go, 
but few of its competitors appear minded to 
follow suit. They are too concerned about 
keeping the chequebook ready for a big 
spend. But while the pressures for domes- 
tic consolidation remain intense, it is ques- 
tionable whether the American merger 
wave will break with any force on a pan- 
European scale. 

Just as investment banking is increasingly 
an international business, so retail banking 
remains fundamentally domestic, rooted in 
specific cultures, languages and national 
structures. Just look at the weak English 
banking penetration of Scotland, never 
mind the woeful experiences of British 
retail forays on the Contincnl.There may 
well come a time when European banking 
mergers become attractive, but for now the 
forces of consolidation are nationally driven. 


Utilities: Regulator champions consumers with demand for companies to open accounts 

North West Water poised 
to step up Norweb fight 


MARY FAGAN 

Industrial correspondent 

North West W&ter is poised to 
launch a second renewed offer 
for the electricity firm Nor- 
web, worth up to £12 per share 
if tax credits are taken into ac- 
count. The water firm, which 
yesterday raised £140m through 
a rights issue and share placing, 
is thought to be considering 
adding a special dividend of 
about 50p to its existing offer of 
£10.75, or just over £11 in cash 
and shares. 

North West, which is fighting 
Texas Energy Partners of the US 
for control of Norweb, declined 
" to comment on whether or how 
much But City an- 

f-y ajysts heueve.tibe offer of an ex- 

«?$cariy * 

P £come by erf .this week. 

I ■*' The raffl&jqr Norweb in- 
•: tensified last week* when Texas 


launched an increased offer of 
£10.85 per share, valuing Nor- 
web at £1.74bn. Texas, a part- 
nership between Houston 
Industries and Central and 
South West Corporation, also 
made it clear it was prepared to 
consider another counter attack. 
Texas, which has yet to issue its 
offer document, has said North 
West’s bid is overshadowed by 
regulatory risks and by the wa- 
ter firm’s lack of experience in 
the electricity industry. 

Speculation over North 
West's next move intensified as 
Ofwat, the water industry 
watchdog, called on compa- 
nies to explain dividend paytxits 
to the public and to share any 
benefits from increased effi- 
ciencies equally between cus- 
tomers and shareholders. 


Ofeot, said his concern is fu- 
elled by the steady diversifica- 
tion of the companies away 
from the core waterand sewage 


businesses and by the potential 
for takeovers in the utility sec- 
tor, including the bid by North 
West water for Norweb. 

He said customers should 
be told how much of the divi- 
dends paid to shareholders 
come from the water and 
sewage services they pay for. 

Mr Byatt said: “Accounts are 
not simply for the City. The wa- 
ter companies should explain to 
their customers and to the pub- 
lic generally what returns they 
have made in the regulated 
water businesses and what they 
intend to do with them. There 
is inadequate debate on- the 
profits made in the regulated 
business, the trends in its costs 
or on its financial returns." 

Mr Byatt added: “You are 
probably going to see more 
utilities becoming part of "-a 
larger group and regulators 
will want to see the regulated 
business deliver what it ought 
to within its pricing limits. We 


also want to see that there is no 
cross-subsidy, either in a fi- 
nancial sense or in transfer of 
goods and services within a 
parent group.They already have 
to account to me for the basis 
of their dividends. What I want 
now is for the companies to ex- 
plain to the public what is go- 
ing on." He demanded they 
start with the interim reporting 
season, which begins with 
Thames Water’s half-year re- 
sults on 31 October. 

A City analyst said: “This is 
a veiled threat to the companies 
not to announce big dividend in- 
creases unless they can prove 
that they are covered by the 
nonrcore parts of the operation. 
He (foes not want to seeing pay- 
outs at a time of particular 



Court bars Baring 
bondholders’ case 


-For the bstfrveYoais the share- Ian Byatt: '"What I want now 'is for the companies to 
holders have benefitted at the explain to the public what is going on* Photograph: FT 

expense of customers. Now he 
is trying to redress the bal- 


DAVTD HELL1ER 

The Barings bondholders were 
yesterday told that they could 
not put their arguments to the 
magistrates' court about the 
Serious Fraud Office's deci- 
sion to take over and then drop 
their private prosecution of 
Nick Leeson, the former Bar- 
ings futures trader. 

Although the bondholders 
were heard in part yesterday the 
court ruled that their full argu- 
ments were inadmissible. 

However, the City of London 
magistrates’ court decided that 
it needed to hear evidence from 
Mr Leeson ’s lawyers, who were 
unable to attend yesterday’s 
meeting, before it could decide 
whether to agree to the SFO’s 
request for a withdrawal of the 
summonses against Mr Leeson. 

The court adjourned until to- 
morrow when there will be a 
brief bearing to allow Mr Lee- 
son’s legal representatives either 
to present objections to the 
dropping of the private pros- 
ection or to estimate bow much 
time they will need to do so. 


Last night the bondholders, 
who lost millions of pounds in 
the Barings debacle, were de- 
ciding whether to take their op- 
position to the SFO's move to 
the High Court. 

Last month the bondholders 
laid eight summonses against 
Mr Leeson before the court and 
had them accepted. Their pros- 
ecution could have resulted in 
Mr Leeson havinga trial in the 
UK. However, the director of 
the SFO, George Staple, then 
wrote to the bondholders telling 
them of his intention to take the 
case over and drop it. 

Michael Hill, QC, repre- 
senting the bondholders, told 
the court yesterday that his 
clients were given a perempto- 
ry d eman d from the SFO to pro- 
vide its director by noon on the 
following day with the evidence 
on which the bondholders were 
basing their case. 

Jonathan Caplan, QC, argued 
for the SFO that the director 
had decided that Singapore 
was the most appropriate place 
for a trial after taking into ac- 
count all the arguments. 
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Prosecution ends its marathon 


PICK UP TWO 


PENGUINS WITH THE 



; .. nic cicum 

:Tbc prosecution in the case 
against Robert Maxwell's sons, 
i- :-i Ian and Kevin, accused of swin- 
\ .idling the media empire's pen- 
■ sion funds, concluded yesterday 
f '-after a marathon 77 days of 
r couri hearings and 69 witnesses. 

. During more titan four 
£ .j months', of complicated testi- 
t= j many, prosecutors have led the 

* ..jury of seven women and five 

men through" a welter of docu- 

* * men is displayed on computer 

terminals and a large television 
screen. 

Both brothers, together with 
Larry Trachtenberg, a former 
Maxwell director, are alleged to 
have conspired to illegally risk 
the assets of the funds to raise 
cash for the ailing dynasty. 

Halfway through the prose- 
cution ease, Judge Nicholas 
: Phillips dismissed the jury from 
returning a verdict on another 
I Maxwell director, Robert Bunn, 
' after ho suffered a heart attack. 
During testimony the court 


The Maxwell Trial 



Day 77 


heard how Robert Maxwell act- 
ed as a one-man investment 
manager who made, decisions 
for (he pension fund alone. 

Witnesses described him as 
an overbearing and domineer- 
ing tyrant who browbeat his sons 
and employees. 

He was “extremely demand- 
ing and doubly so to Kevin and 
Ian", said Trevor Cook, who ad- 
ministered the Maxwell pension 
funds. “1 wouldn’t say that there 
was a definite atmosphere of 
fear but we would incur his 
wrath.” 

Bankers, accountants and 


lawyers gave details of 
Maxwell’s private and public 
companies, together with their 
spiralling debts and severe cash 
crises. 

“IsuspeathiswasaGumTifisy 
BookqfjRecords excess overdraft 
position,’’ said Robert Brown, 
a corporate banking executive 
from Maxwell’s main bank, Na- 
tional Westminster. 

Other witnesses told about 
confusion over the ownership of 
the shares in the Israeli com- 
panies Teva and Scilex. which 
form the basis of the case. 

Robert Maxwell’s Israeli 
lawyer testified that Kevin told 
him be was working on a rescue 
deal with a mystery investor af- 
ter his father died. 

However, senior executives 
from Lehman Brothers, the 
Will Street firm, laughed about 
reports that someone was will- 
ing to invest £400m to rescue the 
group. 

Mr Richard Lissach QC for- 
mally dosed the Serious Fraud 
Office prosecution at the Old 


Bailey yesterday with an agreed 
biography of Mr Trachtenberg, 
a US citizen and father-of-two, 
who has lived in Britain since 
1975. 

The^ourt heard that he held 
degrees in politics and interna- 
tional relations, in which he lec- 
tured, but had no “financial or 
accountancy qualifications”. 

Together with a partner, Mr 
Trachtenberg formed Global 
Analysis Systems in 1985. Mr 
Lissach described the company 
as an on-line information ser- 
vice, offering corporations ad- 
vice on political risk around the 
world. 

The court heard that GAS 
was bought by Robert Maxwell 
in 1987. The following year Mr 
Trachtenberg joined one of the 
tycoon's companies, London 
and Bishopsgate International 
Investment 

The juiy is not expected to be 
in court until Monday next 
week, when Kevin is expected 
to give evidence in his defence. 
The trial continues on Monday. 
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Nobel applauds economic revolutionary 


When you buy 
any paperback* from 

WH SMITH 


DIANE COYLE 

: in Washington 

The Nobel committee's decision 
to award its economics prize to 

_ ^ * T nf f tH* 


rrotessor — ... 

Univcraitv of Chicago will 
arouse for less controversy than 
the work he won it for. 

Professor Lucas, the firm 
University of Chicago eco-. 
nomies professor to wm the 
prize in six years, transform ea 
macro-economic analysi&in 

* ■ ■ the course of a few years, from 

1976 to 19S2. he set in train one 
of the rare revolutions in eco- 
nomic thought. His hvpothKis 

of “rational expectations pro- 
: vided the theoretical undcr- 
’ pinning for the resurgence oi 
free market economics. 

. The theory bote down to 
the beautifully simple idea inai 
economic agents 7 whether m 

divitiuals negotiating wages, - 

. vestors buying booj JJL 

* companies making 

* planTdo not systematic^ £ 
their forecasts 

crage, people will get their p 
dictions of infla l, o n * , 


swept the profession like wild- 
fire. It meant, for instance, that 
economists could no longer de- 
fend the idea that by inflating 
the economy a government 
(vniid nermanentlv reduce un- 


employment. With rational ex- 
pectations, workers will swiftly 
adjust wage claims to compen- 
sate, returning unemployment 
to its original leveL 
Economists who did not ap- 
ply rational expectations m 
their own. work had to start out 
by rebutting it- for example, by 


venieu we — 

wages to inflatio n expectations. 

As well as an elegant theory, 
Professor Lucas, bom in 1937, 
has a charisma rare in profes- 
sional economists, fife provok- 
ing lectures at Chicago and 
elsewhere in the US caught the 
imagination of a generation of 

r at thf* him nf 


the last decade. 

They swiftly went on to 
spread the rational expecta- 
tions revolution, which had the 
side-effect of making the sub- 
ject more mathematical.This 
occurred even though empiri- 
cal evidence refitting the theo- 
ry swiftly began to accumulate. 
Economists are reluctant to let 



I n 1935, Penguin rerolutiomsed the nation's reading habits 
when they launched a paperback range of high-quali- 
ty writing at an affordable price. 

To celebrate their 60th anniversary, Penguin have 
brought out works by 60 authors, ranging from Martin 
Amis to Virginia Woolf, in a slim, pocket-sized edition. 

We have joined with booksellers WH Smith to make 
any two titles from this Penguin 60s series available free 
to readers of the Independent and the Independent on 
Sunday whenever they buy any paperback priced £3.99 
or more. The Penguin 60s range encompasses every style 
and taste - authors include Truman Capote, Hans Chris- 
tian Andersen, Poe, Chekhov, Graham Greene, Pene- 
lope Lively, Spike Milligan, Conan Doyle, Jan Morris, 


Damon Runyan, Katherine Mansfield and Oscar Wilde. 

To obtain your free Penguin 60s you will need two to- 
kens from the seven we are publishing in the Indepen- 
dent and the Independent on Sunday. They must be 
attached 10 the special voucher we are publishing today, 
and will print again on Saturday, and taken to any par- 
ticipating branch of WH Smith. There, when you buy a 
paperback worth £3.99 or more, your voucher plus two 
tokens, entities you to any two Penguin 60s titles free. 

The Penguin 60s series are limited editions and tides 
are subject to availability. 

This offer is valid until 21 October 1995 and is available at 
branches of WH Smith in England and Wiles. 
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As .well as an elegant theory, Robert Lucas has a 
charisma rare In his profession Photograph: Reuter 
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the evidence stand in the way 
of a powerful theory. 

Even the fiercest critics of the 
revolution and its powerful 
free-markei consequences ac- 
cept that Professor Lucas 


breathed new life into macro- 
economic theory. But the cost 
of his revolution could in the 
end prove to be the fatal de- 
tatchment of economic theory 
from real life. 


WH SMITH 
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T H E IN V E ST MEN T COLUMN 
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More selective appetite at 
St Ives keeps City satisfied 


A I9S0s spending spree left St Ives with 
a nasty bout of indigestion in the early 
19905. But the printer's relative abstinence 
since then has helped acquisitions to bed 
down well to create a low-cost, quick- 
tumaround printing operation with sub- 
stantial shares of the markets in which it 
operates. 

It is a formula that continues to please 
the City. Yesterday's 31 per cent rise in pre- 
tax profits to £35 Jim for the year to July, 
after stripping out the £4.93oi exception- 
al loss on disposals in 1994, was at the top 
end of expectations. Thai helped to send 
the shares strongly agains t the market 
trend yesterday to record an Up rise to 
416p. 

Despite the 11 per cent increase in 
turnover last year, it bas hardly been a 
boom period for St Ives. Books, where the 
group has about a fifth of the UK market, 
suffered from flat conditions for paper- 
backs, which were only saved by a £7m con- 
tract to print the Psnguin 60s celebration 
series. 

Likewise, it was a dull year for financial 
work. With dose to 20 per cent of the high- 
security business that accompanies every 
big City deal, St Ives suffers when trans- 
actions are low, as in 1994-95. 

Luckily the broad spread of the business 
helps to make up for laggards elsewhere. 
Magazine production volumes grew with 
higher pagination and new titles, includ- 
ing eight wins from IPC, which will go a 
long way to filling the capacity of the new 
third press at the Caerphilly plant. Mean- 
while, the recovery in the US, where prof- 
its jumped from £185,000 to £1.67m, 
continues apace. The problems of two 
years ago, when medical printing work fell 
away under the impact of the adminis- 
tration’s health reforms, now look a thing 
of the past as management focuses on prof- 
itable work. 

The outlook for the existing business 
looks set fair. Financial work, led by the 
outbreak of ted frenzy in the electricity sec- 
tor, should be on course for a good half- 
year at least Meanwhile, the final demise 
of the net book agreement will probably 
on balance benefit St Ives' customers, the 
big publishers of mainstream books. 

But perhaps of more relevance to the 
shares is what St Ives does with its cash 
pile. Net cash is expected by analysts to 
be back up at £26m by the year end, de- 
lite the total £22m cost of Johler Druck, 
le German printer acquired in August, 
and capital expenditure of £29m this 
year. 

Miles Emley, the chairman, has been 
commendabty cautious in making acqui- 
sitions since his arrival from Rothschilds 
in 1993. Druck, which made £2Jm last 
year, looks a good start in Germany and 
more buys are likely to follow both there 
and in the US. Profits of £4 1.5m would put 
the shares on a prospective p/e of 15. Still 
reasonable value. 

Market wary of 
Lloyds Chemists 

Lloyds Chemists, Britain’s second-biggest 
pharmacy chain, has a serious credibility 
problem. Despite profits broadly in line 
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with already remed-in expectations, the 
shares slipped another 12p to 230p yes- 
terday as the market focused on a 
downbeat assessment of current trad- 
ing and slower-than-hoped-for 
progress on the rebranding of its 
troubled drug stores operation. 

It is almost as if investors are look- 
ing for reasons to seD the shares, which 
stand 50 per cent below their level 18 
months ago. Allen Licyd, the chairman, 
is reported to have had enough with 
the Square M2e, which he believes has 
always undervalued the company he 
founded in 1973. His annoyance is un- 
derstandable -after yester^r’s fall the 
shares trade on a massive discount to 
the rest of the market 

That is a pretty grudging rating for 
a company that has just announced a 
15 per cent rise in turnover to £1.08bn, 
the first time it has breached the bil- 
lion-pound mark. Before exceptional 
items of £13.4m, foreshadowed six 
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months ago, profits rose 5 per cent to 
£63m, although the one-off charge and 
higher interest payments resulted in a 
fall in reported profits before tax 
from £58Jm to £42Jm. 

The confidence of Lloyds’ man- 
agement was reflected in a 7 per cent 
rise in the dividend to l€.2p, the 
ninth consecutive rise. Its optimism was 
driven by good results from the 
chemist operation, Holland & Barrett, 
the health shops, and the pharma- 
ceutical and veterinary arms. 

But there is no getting away from 
the problems facing the loss-r 
Supersave drug stem division. Apr 
it of £13m in 1994 was reversed into 
a loss of £3.7m , the majority of which 
occurred in the second haiL That 
would not be so worrying if the plan 
to convert a third of the chain into Hol- 
land & Barrett stores or a new health 
and beauty format as part of the 
chemist chain was progressing at a de- 
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cent lick - but it is proving much slow- 
er than expected. 

Tra ding has been clobbered by two 
devetopments. First the National Lottery 
has sacked £100m a week, 5 per cent of 
all non-food retail sales, out of con- 
sumers 1 ’ pockets, hitting discretion ary 

spending. Second, new laws on Sunday 
trading have boosted sates in out-of-town 
superstores at the expense of high street 
shops. Competition among those who re- 
main in-town is now intense. 

Despite those worries, there is plain- 
ly a valuation anomaly in Lloyds’ snares, 
with its 920 pharmacy licences arguably 
worth more than the total value of the 
company. On the basis of forecast prof- 
its of £58 5m this year and £64m next time 
the shares are valued ar only 7 times 1997 
earnings. That is cheap, but while the 
market continues to have reservations 
about the company's management they 
could well remain so. 

Problems mount 
for Thorntons 

Thorntons, the chocolate make r and re- 
tailer, has ill-served investors who 
climbed aboard at hs 1988 stock market 
flotation. After a series of disappoint- 
ments, the shares, down 4p yesterday, 
have climbed to just 149p from the 125p 
offer price. 

The latest deflation of hopes comes 
as a result of a botched television ad- 
vertising camp aign last Christmas, com- 
pounded by a hot summer and the loss 
of a number of concessions in two 
greetings card c hains . The net result was 
a fall in profits from £12. lm to £105m 
for the year to 24 June. The only con- 
solation for shareholders is an 8 percent 
rise in last year's total dividend to 53p. 

At least some of the confidence that 
represents stems from Thorntons’ de- 
cision to seek a new chief executive, 
whose identity win be revealed once he 
has sorted things out with his current em- 
ployer. In the meantime, the company 
is parting company with its UK manag- 
ing director, David Mitchell 

The new person is said to have “ex- 
tensive experience as managing director 
of retail businesses", but his room forma- 
noeuvre will already be severely limited 
by file fact that a programme to reorient 
the business has now swung into action. 

Capital expenditure is being jacked up 
from £7.7m to £10m in the current year, 
half of which relates to the retail business. 
A refurbishment programme wfll see 50 
straps redone by the year end, with 15 re- 
located. On tc^J of this, Thorntons plans 
to open another 20 or so new outlets. 

The structural and management 
changes have cost £775,000 in the latest 
figures. It isnotdearwhatthe future im- 
pact will be, although there may be some 
offset illegal action over the loss of con- 
cessions in the Carlton Card chain, 
takea over by Clinton Cards, is successful. 

In the meantime, assuming profits re- 
cover to at least £12m this year, the 
shares stand on a prospective multiple 
of 12. Unattractive unless the family de- 
cides to sell out to a bidder. 
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Left in the air by the 

party conference 


With Tkte & Lyle turning dis- 
tinctly pinkish on the corpo- 
rate donation front, the Trines 
will not be pleased to learn 
that Michael Hesdtme has 
got up the nose of another 
businessman. The Deputy 
Prime Minister yesterday de- 
layed David Whelan, chair- 
man of the independent 
sports retailer JJB Sports, by 
one and a half hours on his 
way in to London. 

The problem was that Mr 
Whelan - the former Black- 
burn Rovers footballer who 
was stretchered off the field in 
the 1960 FA Cup final -was 
circlin g RAF Noitholt in his 
executive jet at the time with 
the pilot looking nervously at 
the fad gauge- Worse still, be 
brought glad tidings to the 
City in the shape of a stocking 
set of figures. 

Air traffic control were un- 
moved. The Cabinet minis ter 
was flying up to the Tbty par- 
ty conference in Blackpool 
and he was dearly a priority. 

Stiff Mr Heseltine can con- 
sole hims elf that his “stack- 
ing*' of Mr Whelan is unfikety 
to result in any further haem- 
orrhaging from Tbry party 

coffers. The only donation 
tile Wigan entrepreneur has 
ever announced is £40,000 to 
the first person living within a 


13-mile radius of his home 
town to win Wimbledon 

Meanwhile Michael Whelan, 
international yachting bore 
and founder chairman of 
Aran Energy, the Irish oil ex- 
ploration company under 
siege from both Arco of the 
US and Starofl of Norway, 
points out that the Ameri- 
cans have a poor track 
record against his fiefdom. 

It turns out that Mr 
Whelan’s son, Roger, did his 
work experience with Arco 
while studying at the Wharton 
Business School in Philadel- 
phia. So impressed were the 
Californians with the lad that 
they offered him a job once 
he had finished his course. 

Unaware of the lengths to 
which Arco would subse- 
quently go to get their hands 
on a Whelan, the son de- . 
dined, opting instead for 
Amoco m Chicago. 

While it ms undoubtedly 
grateful for the financial assis- 
tance at the time, Britain’s 
oldest merchant bank is not 
embracing the Dutch flag with 
much enthusiasm. A fierce 
pocket of resistance has been 
flushed out in the corporate 
finance arm of the recently re- 
financed ING Baring. 


One of the problems of selling Brazilian electricity privatisa- 
tion to Ac City has been the high level of wastage. The system 
is prone to unauthorised tapping from ingenious consumers 
who would rather not pay for their power: It is known as the 
“dead cat problem 1 *, according to Jose Carlos Mendon$a, of 
the Brazilian broken Garantia (readers may find the next 
paragraph distressing). 

It works like this. Impoverished Sao Paulo resident needs 
some joke to heat op the family supper He goes out on the 
street, picks up a passing stray cat, and throws it on to the 
overhead cables. The result is a short circuit, which allows the 
power thief to clip on his personal jump leads before the cur- 
rent is restored. 

Sadly, it’s curtains for the cat 


They may be paid in 
guilders but the Euro-sceptic 
financiers - who are advising 
Lloyds Bank on its merger 
with TSB - flatly refuse to 
have anything to with their 
Dutch overlords or their 
acronym. “Make sure that 
you call us Baring Brothers,'* 
warned one nationalist 

Expect Nick Lceson to be 
sprung from jail shortly. 

Never one to give up the dri- 
ving seat lightty. Sir Nicholas 
Goodison, art historian and 
chairman of TSB, will never- 
theless adopt a more ceremo- 
nial role when the Lloyds 
Bank-TSB merger is an- 
nounced today. The job of 
convincing the City foils 
mainly to the chief executive 
dream team of Sir Brian Pit- 
man and Peter EQwood, the 
hard man who joined TSB 
from Barclaycard. 

Mr EJhvood shares Sir Bri- 
an's passion for cost-cutting, 
giving some credence to 
union warnings of huge job 
losses. Analysts still quiver 
with excitement when they re- 
call a visit to a Barclaycard 
centre where Mr Ellwood un- 
veiled his vision of a high- 
tech, low-wage factory. 

Profile pomts.all round for 
the staff it may be. But Sir 
Nicholas is unlikely to be 
robbed ofTSB’s impressive 
collection of modern art. “It 
will probably stay where it 
is," a spokesman reassures. 

The dinosaurs of the Eight- 
ies, who could rack up a £600 
lunch bill at the Savoy during 
three hours of gluttony, arc 
all but extinct The typical 
business lunch now takes just 
one and three-quarter hours 
and costs £35 a head, accord- 
ing to a survey for Air Miles. 
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Sinking Trafalgar jettisons family jewels 


Selling the Ritz is a low-water 
mark for a once-great firm, 
writes Tom Stevenson 





Stretcher case: David Whetan’s 1960 Cup Final mishap did ln<rt stop jhlm going on to 
score a big success with the sports retailer JJB Photograph: Photo News Agency 4 


There can be no better symbol 
of the depths to which Trafal- 
gar House has fallen than the 
sale of the Ritz last week. Once 
one of Britain’s leading con- 
glomerates, only the direst of fi- 
nancial straits could have forced 
the disposal of such a unique- 
ly prestigious trophy asset uafe 
is seriously on its uppers. 

The disposal to the secretive 
Barclay brothers, who also own 
the Howard Hotel the Euro- 
pean newspaper and a string of 
other high-profile investments, 
was hardly the anniversary pre- 
sent Nigel Rich would have cho- 
sen a year after he took up the 
chief executive's position at 
Trafalgar, even if the price he 
achieved was by any measure a 
full one. 

It has been a stormy 12 
months since he was installed by 
his former bosses, the Keswick 
brothers of Hong Kong’s Jar- 
dine Matheson trading empire, 
which, through its Hong Kong 
Land subsidiary, owns a quar- 
ter of Trafalgar's shares. 

During that time, Trafalgar 
has had to negotiate the PR 
gaffe of the century, when its 
Cunaid subskfiary foolishly sent 
its flagship cruiser, the QEZ on 
a voyage to the Caribbean only 
half fitted out. 

It has seen its bid for North- 
ern Electric lacked into toudi 
by the electricity regulator. Pro- 
fessor Stephen Littleduld, and 
lost almost two-thirds of its 
value on the stock market 

At 29-5p, the shares are just 
2p above their lowest level 
since 1974, which was reached 
last week. The epitome of the 
1980s boon share, they rose al- 
most sevenfold during that 


decade under the flamboyant 
guidance of Sir Nigel Broackes. 
In the space of five years they 
have lost it all again and then 
a bit more. 

Trafalgar is now valued at 
only a little over £300m. That 
is about the same as Hazlewood 
Foods, half as much as MFT, a 
fifth the market value of NexL 
Any further foil and Trafalgar 
will drop out of the FT-SE Mid 
250 index and into the SmaDCap 
segment of the market- 

What has gone wrong is eas- 
ier to describe than to put right. 
Rapid expansion in the good 
years has left the company with 
a hotch-potch of assets in a 
range of industries whose only 
shared feature is lack of 
prospects - heavy-power engi- 
neering, construction, house- 
building and property. 

Internal controls have been, 
by the frank admission of Mr 
Rich, totally inadequate for a 
company of Trafalgar's sire and 
complexity. Trading is poor and 
cash flow worse. 

Following the disposal of the 
Ritz hotel, attention now turns 
to what else Trafalgar can sell 
to reduce its debts of about 
£250m. Although those debts 
are not massive in the context 
of its net assets, which stood at 
£64 Im in March, there are se- 
rious doubts about the valuation 
of many of Trafalgar’s assets in 
its balance sheet. 

Serious write-downs of value 
when figures for the year to Sep- 
tember are announced just be- 
fore Christmas could wipe out 
much of the notional worth 
that underpins those borrow- 
ings, making gearing more of a 
worry than it appears now. 



Christmas turkey: The QE2’s 


Speculation surrounds the 
fete of the Canard line, which 
is. underperforming its peers 
dramati c ally. 

In the first six months of last 
year, when Trafalgar declared an 
unexpectedly large £48m loss, 
shipping chipped in £7m of red 
ink even before exceptional 
charges to do with the QE?$ 
Christmas fiasco. . 

Comments from Mr Rich 
over the summer that it could 
be several years before the line 
produces a decent return sug- 
gest that a large write-off of its 
book value is likely in Decern- 


voyage to the CaribbSJXiSJS 


bex. H Trafalgar still needs to 
raise money by disposing of as- 
sets it is, like the Ritz, an obvi- 
ous “name" to put on the 
market. 

The nest two months will be 
CTucial ones - for Trafalgar, for 

the reputation of Nigel Rkh and 

for the Keswicks, who have 
made no secret of the feet that 
tiie company represented a Eu- 
ropean base for their empire fol- 
kwing the takeover of Hong 
Kong by the Chinese in 1997. 

Three years after they first 
boarded Trafalgar, they have 
poured more into the compa- 


ny in exchange for a 26 percent 
holding than the whole com- 
pany is now worth. As much as 
the financial loss, the investment 
represents a huge loss of face. 

Thlkto analysts about Trafal- 
gar and the frustration is tan- 

teen short on^Wonuaticm,^ 
fault it is trying to rectify, but 
forecasting its profits is no eas- 
ier now than before because so 

much hingps on the scale of the 

wnte-oSs to come. 

To make matters worse, with 
sales of almost £4bn, the slight- 
est movement in operating mar- 


gin can generate a huge 
m profit (or loss). The C 
te looking for an undid 
isiic openness about pre 
and strategy when it nexl 
the company. The latest 
of the Earnings Guide s 
wide range of forecasts 


VI kUlkUW 

year just finished stri 
from a profit of£40mt< 
of £75m. 

When things are g< 
badly as they are at TV 
House it is amazing hov 
you can chuck away th< 
of one of the world*! 
hotels. 










jytgPEmeOT • WEDMESruv ■■ . . n , 


aiii )V; 


data bank 


ft-se 100 

3.460.1 -50.2 
FT-SE 250 

3.903.2 -49.9 

FT-SE 350 7 

1,730.1 -24.4 

seaq volume 

828.2m shares, 
33,746 bargains 
Gilts Index 
92.78 -0J.6 


market report/shares 

Takeover talk drives Pearson against the selling tide —ww 


Shares in Pearson stood out 
from the madding crowd yes- 
terday, rising 5p to 602p on a 
strengthening belief that thf dj- 
verse media group is vulnera- 
ble to a takeover bid Some 
analysts reckon the sum of the 
pans is worth considerably 
more than the £3.34bn value 
placed on it by the stock 
market. 

Louise Barton, analyst at 
Henderson Crostinvaife, reck- 
ons that Pearson would be at- 
tractive to a predator right up 
to 900p a share, based on cal- 
culations on the value of me- 
dia deals made over the last 
year. 

There are concerns among 
other analysts, however, that 
Pearson’s stock market rating 
is too high and the shares are 
set for a tumble if a bid fails to 
materialise. 

A recent strategic assess- 
ment by analysts at Nat West 
Securities said: “There is no 
doubting the group’s consid- 


erable potential, but the hig h 
level of expectation implicit m 
Pearson's rating does not leave 
any room for disappointment" 


MARKET REPORT 


dropped 45p to £10.55p. Po- 
litical uncertainty also had an 
impact an the London market. 
The main concern is that the 


leading shares not to be caught 
up in yesterday’s lemming-tike 
rush for the door by market- 
makers, which resulted in more 
than 50 points being wiped off 
the FT-SE lOO.shaxe index. 

Keeping Pearson company 
was RAT Industries, the to- 
bacco and financial services gi- 
anL The shares, which were 
down in mid- afternoon deal- 
ings, closed lp firmer at 533p 

on vagoe talk of a break-up bid 
being made by Kohlberg 
Kravis Roberts, the US lever- 
aged buyout specialist 

The rumour probably has no 
foundation in met, bat dealers 
have long memories and have 
not forgotten the audacious 
£13bn move, spearheaded by 
Sir James Goldsmith, for the 
company back in 19S9. 

Two of the other leaders to 


, * - - a 

▲ r 


TAIJXT QUT71T3TJT7IT>T\ Government wiDcoIIapse^ and 
JUJCIIN OXXi!jJrXlillIvJL^ a general election will happen 


make headway against the out- 
going tide were Standard. 
Chartered Bank, ahead 20p, 
and Royal Bank of Scotland, 
op 9p to 493p_ 

Both rises were fuelled by 
the excitement over the 
planned merger between 
Uoyds Bank, down 6p to 720p, 
and TSB, off 3p to 350p. Full 
details of the £X5hn tie-up are 
expected to be announced 


time Wfcfl Street opened shares 
were in free-fall, with the FT- 
SE 100 index sporting a hefty 
68-point falL London then 
rode tandem with Wall Street 
and dawed back more than a 
quarter of the losses as stock 
prices on the other side of the 
Atlantic started to rally. 

The principal reason for the 
continuing fall in the US prices 
is concern about the quality of 
third-quarter corporate earn- 
ings, particularly among the 
technology companies. Noise 
from the poor figures from 
Motorola was detectable os 
the telecommunications pitch 
where Vodafone fell 6-5p to 
249p, and Securicor, 40 per 
cent shareholder in Cellnet, 


a year earlier than expected. 

There were also jitters 
about the next batch of infla- 
tion figures, which will be re- 
leased tomorrow, the same 
day that Kenneth Clarke, the 
Chancellor, addresses the liny 
Party faithful in Blackpool. 

However, the evidence for 
the prosecution against the 
market-makers was over- 
whelming. Only 465 milli on 
shares had been traded when 
the FT-SE was 68 points down, 
and a total of 828 .5 million 
changed hands during the 
whole session - a figure which 
included two chunky basket 
trades, one of which was by 
NatWest Securities covering 25 
stocks. 

A lack of action on the 
takeover front and no heavy- 








weight corporate results did not 
help matters. Normal service 
on bids is set to be resumed 
soon, with North West Water, 
down 6p to 595p, said to be 
primed to increase its £l.Sbn 
for Norwcb, off 7p to £10.86. 

Glaxo W^Dcome lost 16p to 
758p, a fall that could mostly 
be attributed to worries of a 
competitive threat to its Xmi- 
gran migraine drug from a 
cheaper alternative marketed 
by Synthelabo, part of LOreaL 

Retailers were rattled by 
Safeway’s relaunch of its loy- 
alty card, a move which analysts 
believe w31 almost certainly 
lead to a tougher fight for mar- 
ket share among the super- 
market groups. 

Argyll, owner of Safeway, 
lost 4_5p to 335p, Sainsbury 
lost 4.5p to 430p, and Tfesco 
shed 4p to 310-5p. 

Among the few to finish the 
day on a higher note was St 
Ires, up 9p to 41 4p chi the back 
of a 60 per cent profits advance. 


□ Shares in Bakyrchik were 
the day's worst performer; 
plunging 37p to 162p on news 
that it is still suffering tech- 
nical problems in developing 
a huge gold mine with the 
Kazakhstan government. 
Traders said the fall could 
have been worse but for 
hopes that the problems 
would be overcome, and that 
Bakyrchik will do a deal soon 
with a third party on a bid or 
a joint venture. Bakyrchik 
was a new issue darling when 
it floated in 1993 with the 
shares, floated at 120p, swift- 
ly soaring to a peak 370p. 

□ One of the session’s best 
performers was Quality Soft- 
ware, which climbed 79p to 
an all-tune high of 7Q5p on a 
33 per cent profits improve- 
ment and a £7-2m acquisition 
of Global Software in the US. 
The purchase is being funded 
through a seven-for-20 rights 
issue at 535p per share. 


SHARE PRICE DATA 

Prices arc in sterling except where staled. The yield is last year'* divide ltd, grossed up 
by 20 per cem, as a percentage of the share price. The prioeyeaniings (P/E) ratio is the 
share price divided by Iasi year's earnings per share, excluding exceptional hems. 
Other details: xr Ex rights x Ex-dividend n Unlisted Securities Market s Suspended 
PP Parity Paid pa Nil Paid Shares. Source Finaac 

THE INDEPENDENT INDEX 

The index allow* you to access real-time share prices by phone Grom Seaq. Simply dial 
0891 123 335, followed by the 4-digit code printed next to each share. Tb access the 
latest reports dial 0891 1233 followed by one of the two-digit codes below. 

FT-SE 100- Real-time 00 Sterling Rales 04 Privatisation Issues 36 

UK Stock Market Report 01 Bulbon Report 05 Whier Shares 39 

UK Cbtnpany News 02 Wall St Report 20 Electricity Stares 40 

foreign 03 Ibfcyo Market 21 High Street Banks 41 

Anyone with a lone-dial telephone can use this service, for a detailed description of 
The Independent Index, induding its portfolio facility, phone 0891 123 333. 
for ™annn-_ call oar helpline 071 873 4375 (930am - SJOpral. 

CUk coaJNpper minute (dump net), oaf -t9p at aB other times. CaSchsrga iudmle l'AT 

MARKET LEADERS: TOP 20 VOLUMES 
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Murphy in tale 
of rediscovery 

1DF\ 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
reports from Chepstow 

Declan Murphv added a chap- 
ter to a story that will soon be 
retold at children’s bedsides 
here yesterday. The Irish jock- 
ey, who was close to death af- 
ter a fall at Haydock 17 months 
ago, showed his rehabilitation 
is complete by winning on his 
comeback ride. The kids wiD not 
believe iL 

Hospitals have provided 
Murphy with the de fining rno- 
ments of his life. He was 
brought into the world in the Co 

Limerick village of that name in 

1967 and almost left it in Liv- 
erpool's Walton Hospital last 
May. His injuries follo wing a fall 
from Arcot - multiple frac- 
tures to his skull and a blood- 
dot on his brain - were so 
severe that at one stage he was 
considered to be just four min- 
utes from death. He remembers 
nothing of the accident and the 
friends and family who saw 
him in hospital have urged him 
never to view the pictures tha t 
captured his condition. 

There was no sign of all this 
on the face of the 28-year-old 
jockey. Murphy’s memory may 
be impaired in several areas, bat 
the calmness that has charac- 
terised much of his riding is still 
with him. After studying the 
card for the Flat versus Jump 
Jockeys Challenge in which he 
was a participant, he fell asleep 
in the Mercedes that was trans- 
porting him the 200 miles from 


his Newmarket home to the 
Welsh track. 

When he emerged for com- 
bat fitted with the new helmet 
he has helped to develop, Mur- 
phy appeared serene. It was not 
a false image. “He showed no 
nerves and I didn’t give him any 
instructions," Geof?Lewis,who 
legged the jockey into Jibereen’s 
saddle, said: “You don’t give 
good jockeys instructions." 

If others were fearful for 
Murphy’s beahh. they did not let 
it influence their betting, and 
Jibereen started as 7-2 favourite. 

Fear of defeat was all but ex- 
tinguished m a matter of strides. 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Sue Me 
(Haydock 3.00) 

NB: Ed’s Folly 
(Haydock 2.00) 

Murphy checked over his right 
shoulder before manoeuvring 
into first place on the rails. It 
was a position he was never to 
relinquish. It may not have 
been the most competitive of 
races and there may have been 
few jockeys eager to spoil the 
story, but that should not di- 
minish from the achievement 

The Irishman has never let 
the thought that his powers 
may have been snuffed out en- 
ter his mind, but even he was 
surprised by the manner in 
which he immediately coped 
with the rigours of race ridmg. 

“I found the horse’s cruising 
speed within 10 strides,” he re- 


ported. “By the time I gof to the 
haif-milepole I felt complete as 
a jockey. \ <£d it instructively and 
I didn't have to workaiiL 

“I have achieved some vic- 
tories in my life but nothing as 
great as this. What has felt like 
a dream for so long has just be- 
come a reality.” 

Before competition, Mur- 
phy bad threatened that this 
could be both his first ride 
bade and the last of his career. 
He has been offered a job 
vriakfa would take him out of the 
country for three or four 
months a year but one over 
which he was sworn to secrecy 
(the profile of apost with MKT). 

Such was the exhilaration he 
felt here that considerations of 
an alternative career were soon 
abandoned. “I could not get off 
horses after that,” he said. “No 
matter wbat was offered me on 
this planet I would not give up. 
The reality is that I may be able 
to do this for another seven or 
eight years.” 

There were passages where 
Morphy was lost for words yes- 
terday, which added to the sin- 
gularity of the afternoon. He 
refused to ponder the future too 
closely although he is expected 
to make his return to fences at 
Kempton on Saturday. "! don’t 
see that as a problem because 
today was more difficult than 
any jump race I have ever rid- 
den in,” he said. “I don’t want 
to look too far because I don’t 
want to get off the cloud I am 
on right now. This has been the 
greatest day of my life.” 



Declan Murphy returns In triumph on Jibereen at Chepstow yesterday 


Photograph: Robert Hallam 


Whip is 
dropped 


Racing’s new latex whip, de- 
signed to be kinder to horses, 
feces an uncertain future after 
it broke in half and marked a 
horse at Chepstow yesterday. 
Jockeys were adamant that they 
wood cany out no further tri- 
als with the instrument after it 
failed cm its first examination in 
a Flat race. Graham Bradley 
was asked to try the whip on 
Great Hall, who finished eighth, 
and gave it short shrift “I mt the 
hoise four times and it broke on 
the third blow and, as you 
know, I only flick them,” he said. 




2.00 Wild Humour 

2.30 Inchrory 

3.00 Brockton Flame 

3.30 Nash Terrace 


HYPERION 

4.00 Alessandra 

4.30 Rosy Hue 

5.00 ROUSSI (rap) 

5.30 Dorabey 


3 121 

4 356400 

5 1-32052 HUM 
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CMS) (D) Bod Hrawri ea VMM H CBd 3 0 1 
BOM CU) (LA Haft) R Hotatad 3 8 UL . 
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TERRACE (11} (ad Wbrekcfc&ftn9mon taato) R Data 3 8 10 _J MS 
-Sdacfcrad- 

Mltack Tba tUh, SI M taare, 124 taqt A Dm 33-1 


GOING: Good io Sod {Good In places). SEALIfic 7f, lm- Inside; remainder- ouulite. 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: High for 5T to Of; Low frwn 7f SOyd eo 1m 4Q*L 

■ LdVhand. almoA Oat, ova] eourae; straight Of coarse. 

■ Tonne to nf junction af A68o and M6. Neman nation 2m. ADWSSTOlfc Gounty Sand 
S M: TbucnraltoSB; Newton Stand S3.60 (QABs hetf-fxfce friTtaerraBsaai Newton Sand). 
CAR PAKJfc Free. 


SIS 


AB races 

■ LEADING TRAINEES WITH RUNNERS; J Govern — 26 winners from 95 nm- 
ners gives a success ratio of 243% and a profit u> a £.1 level take of SI 8.42; H Cw- 
cO — 1ft whtnere, 57 rumen, 3S3%, +11BJH; B BWs — IS winners, 81 nomas. 
'222%, ~£4.03: J Berry _ 16 winners, 204 rannera, 7.82%, -SI] 8.75. 

■ LEADING J0CKBT& WRyu — 28 winners, 166 ride*. J7.9M, -S2JJ7; L Det- 
torl — 22 winners. 137 rides, 16 . 8 % -S41.I4J J Canon ■— 22 winners, 206 rides, 
10.7% -S4G.3-1; U Hma — 20 winners. 91 ride*. 22%, +S 36.64. 

BUNKERED FIRST TllCB: PUaterre [ECO); Heatbysrta Rock (vtoored) (330); Fra- 
jpvtn 15.00). 

WINNERS IN 1BE LAST SEVEN DATS: Nome 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Hnbwr Does (WO) A Dnuta (LOO) tare been am 
242 mite by Lady Renta from Angmerins Bnk, Vfett Simms; Ed 1 * MIy (LOO) aare 812 
mjjre fry S Parr ftam Spun. Santa 


IBM: Rond 3 8 10 W Ifran 100-30 <HCec4)Swi 

FORM CUBE 

Ona-wr* Derby toncy SEBASTIAN fas study beaten Ntafi lenaca and It «* come as a 
eurprlre if. In recetpt of Qb, ha annotate overcome Mack The KaNe. The tataniEd son 
of Sadler's Wells should prow even more eftacUw on this sottish pan! snd a defeat in 
Mty to nota black martt any more In vtowortanuie's second to lanvnCBfra at Etsom. Nash 
Terrace had a IfHantfh rear new of Sebastian at SaHetuy in May and hta total second 
to Revere at Goodwood does not tack gMflanougi ter torn to causa a ten w reno L Mack 
INa Knife tSd as vrefl as craJd be arcected attest Sebastian's safatemate tods Music at 
Naamrat altar Mi layoff. He tree preferred tester port orer the yeas and Sebastian 
can be mad superior id tods Mutoc, the St lager lunmaup. The hareReappan peony A 
Day tad U a a tfryar ds Hock face a n|pi4mpaaiMt Trek. T s l a rltai- SEBASTIAN. 

HAWTHORN MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) (DIV I) £6,000 
added 2VO 7T 30yds Penalty Value £4,320 
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MRXJTUFDBUEpre 1 airaraoa) Wffc£i 90 

DtaOre»3 

' POUR EXtFSE UR Good M Johnson 90 

J Weaver 8 

Ffcsarn amecTM ifomi c Booot 9 o 

NHbcbB 

GDuflhidi 

SONOFANSHNimBGA9tabrartMBASM*HL90 

M CoDDOrtlB 9 

00 sniD(15)(feiiMpDSR0lCtim90 

X Dartey 7 

_ MUMiS 

Hnao OtaRdreta RCtata8 9 

TSpta.2 


SYCAMORE NURSERY HANDICAP (CUSS D) £5,000 
added 2YO 5f Penalty IMue £3,786 

U13G0 WBaC5ETHiny(ZnmOHmManlJB^B7 FBatatsI7)5 

241361 WIWt*IRaiCtM)mteVH«B*n)BWs93 MBktayl 

002 CtWXE(ll) (ACHe# JBsldng85 IWMtasS 

003 B»RXirmEddaDM48Dwr80 A« ftrtrePJll 

00X0 REST MNlE(7)PHSRBn«ta0SB<MrK 712 JVMta»2 

150310 PBBCIOUSaRLCl8jmPG*iey}DUDlW711 B —ulfe W ta WS 

14 TWfV3ILflE«Htt73)m(ConBa(ta&taBtaTOta«6JBBny79^Ctaraqcfc* 


606301 BEEICW3HBOT(U)iqfflretttahLMMWEasWy77. 
604 W«SIHWE(ra(Usftn»nesftBles)JJOT«7 7. 

0500 MW HUMOUR (30) (R Hart* W Mur 7 7 


j>FareayP>8 

JQufenXO 


WUV ytiawi* " ^ ■ - ■ • 

324003 a*KnSH0U5£ttHES (U) OwBrtrare HodngS M l*Cnm«*7 7_Mlta(P)8 

MMnm 7sr 7ft. Sms Aentaep MpC Bee Hreflh Bey Ta 8b, mure W m. VM 

7stlb. ChSftaiouseJOres TaltL 

BeriWft W VtarTta Mtatae. M ETs M* MOdci, 1M Raa Itattam IMMfcfcsqr Fm- 
ry. KMdtaM lD-lTroptal Beach, 12-1 RtfstaT*, Brat tails, 20-latars 
1994: Shot DynamrtO 2 8 13 FW Eddaiy 9-1 (W Jsn« 1* am 
FORM GUDE 

HEAR THE MUSK toofced 9>od when beating WNtde Rock seren lenphs on tttecourea 
10 days bkl The softer (pound could hawa been the reawh fcr Owe fanpnared pedtamwea. 
nnui the ab«ty has ahwv bean there, as shown or her dabw wfwi aha was caip* 
close home by hcarvMa a Nawmartat Bta HnUi Boy wn a eetagnur— ly on the crane 
tiw fooowinR ttoy. the second wa> nad time and Bee HsaOh Boy must ta wared ami 

a feather warfit. WWckeay Beay aos lining Ns feat nm stoca RqM Asa* when 
beNnd Heartta Muse m Wntcotn Ma0Cs rece at Ayrfturta«B a0>. Ha to batar. 
oft (lllb whan VKkKftng the apprentice’s cMnO w ^s s tf hack to hto Mriy ^ 

sonimm. BTs R)t» was INtd a Angsar ffiUngfleld jest Mrond. ^^ Grad^&M 

won since so &fs Ftay has ctobne today Hret Mafte. a winy a t Bwarisy tae n trtBd to 
Umhers, takes In a soaker race after last wears 12th ® Dastfngaje »*>**■ Tf0 * tkj ‘! 
Boncb tw been on two sharp tracks (won on dsbut at Ec kibirgr ) ■ t J*“ d 

iyi ita ttlfler ctxgaa *4rch c<x<d wee suit. S ate cft o n: HEAR THE MUSIC. 

MARTON INSTITUTE CENTENARY CONDITIONS STAKES 
(CLASS C) £7,500 2Y0 lm 30yds Penalty Vrtue £4^08 

1 53151 WCW0Hr(Z9|(D}(a[>a« WNCta 97„ 

2 0 MT ARCHE (5B) (G A randan) BWao cliareeBl l^- ^--- — r MC Mnarton * 

3 1 CUSMCIWIMNCE M IW ItaS 1 

4 l sajmtafliStaWwNtokDwtaandfWmlJftmhweSe DHwUsnoi 

BCTTMO; 4-7 tnehrtc* 7-2 StaN, UCtab Ronwoo, 2S4 % Ataie 
1994: ASaasetUi 2 8 10 IVRSanbum r-2(US»sM|S«« 

in _ 1111110 iiiii rh— lu nwnianrs. i 

a tad race at ftaasnne (7t) on hw d ebut bqata gdMg 
bemfi found wrtt« ftrtoot In the eary stages. She 

to UBMUef, wll do eren better oser tWs extra hikmg. Ctes- 

only a modest type in SaBy GW m » U ■ JSS 
iTi. wrairal after a flaw start, tochrwy has mssiMid liar the tatter aq»a «- when 
S^^Bewrtwhe raw»d NoHtodwnfam wth MunWh to Ihe tuwrtfiwterwhe 

find ** dm% Bren »p.»«n the ScmwvOe 

TOMMY WAUJS HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5,250 added Of 
Penalty Value £4^41 

- — " | IWMml lW 


BCITVIR 5-2 AlsMatora. 11-4 fttaEcapW' 4-1 SpOs, 5-1 ta^peta, 7-1 Hwbnr Dm, S-lSlta 
taut, 20-1 dthara 

1994: New Man 2 9 0 J Ctirel 64 U GMden) 9 on 

FORM CUBE 

SPRLQ geti me nod aptoat mefy smart nawcom a i Ww Ecflp— and W k ypo kit Nor 
M0tad on Mt debut at 'ftrmotnh. Spilo reaped ndta bettor at Newmmtat nart dma whan 
a pieeMnc dpah of 20 ® Herey Cad’s newcomer Halcon. He was juR orer tar tanghs 
adrtft of rumenijp CommrttBl. who breered home si >tvk on SmrarJoy. Barry Ms gave ns 
CTyAl m ww ta an e^it-week rest eftBnhaVteWngto n Singer at Nawtoy where she fad- 
ad Into filth behind More. Second to BmShad^fid at Ascot on iwdeixiL she setwtous- 
|r thoutft capable of batter and ms ewnd could ta the anwee S Bart Ckreafs dam stayed 
weftixn bnprewment is naedad Mta narHamiton toooducmiy shetanc. Bnler Ecbpaa tfiouU 
Bia the pound bebtfa aon of War Rslcon but the nable haa been ramerless Ibr mer a 
ftstniPtt. Ro^r Chariton does wed hare so Vtypont can ta coraktared dtapoa being bred 
tat sprtus - her (tan ftmeesa Adhena rarming the Queen Ma^ k Royal AacaL Harhowr 
Dmb a from the family of leap LMy and Forest Rower but Lady Hemas’i juverEes are 
shaphig as Hxatfi neetbngttta faSreducboa Salacttac SPULO. 


4 _ 3 q| HORNBEAM FRUES HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5^50 added 


1 3YO lm 2f 120yds Penalty Value £3312 


4223 HBOOI ALStffM4M,tt1)tSbaWlAhn»dNMaaBunlJfiaBdBi97 
530165 RMCEtSEHLadHaataLCuramBS 


MW 23 
X DariqrS 

03331 R0SyHUE(12)nSiidWfeaBlD0k&HenSoicn1IMBBct)RCMkn95-JhrtBdkla(y9 


441-68 MSRNBDEITCi73)meENaker«DU3der95. 
233015 REBMIA pb) (TBBCj)Wlta93. 

612414 a«3H«)0 P2) WiASRad) BMee*wn93 


423d DOMIR (UB4) M (D| IM Dasnond M Brt 8 13 

315060 8MFCJGNN(22)(Bucte8m0akRDMreAWJarre812 
424 SADOr90RSl(121l)|MMUPCtaai2 
03215 0acWflEO«SMm(U«RMcttta)AS»ita810 
C0002 BiraPfMBESStUJBhBMiNinadNUrtBaunlMJtasSlO 


5021X0 jreUDBrPHpfi)(IbeHdrai4ftjcdBPannenhc)CFarti»st89 
660460 C0RMN4IMNC8iPQPanjciieSUllId)RHMta)aad82 
113654 P6W8ME0US (9) (Reg Gdfln) M H ESsBby 7 10 
3310X6 URLIMMSR(U)(C>naRMiDctJDraB)£Neta77 



2^30 


7yX\ TOMMY WAUJS HANDluar (uuoa m 
■ 221 Penally VWue £4^41 

S SSSSSwS^SSoVSsi 


04PM BXwmU^mm9M1berereSMam»>WlkaiDn77 
-ISdschred- 
ABlkata wa|^ 79 m 3w Jtadkap aatfc SoU(r» Dt II). 

IdRNRrS-lltaBiii Natanaai, Itnay Has. 6-1 Paata. 8-1 DoirtHs. Stay Sabre, 9-HRsUnewIi, 
10-1 13rt » ta n. lMPsb«tataDre«,la »taitMu iiiw, 141 WMBta. 20-1 nttets 
1994: no conrapcnang race 

FORM GUDE 

Hehoob AfahreaaM totafl harafioapped on earfer fermtah Wuah at Windsor. Aiao, FranMe 
Detmrt tate s orertoday HowwraL SADDf SOBER, who coombs hsr Itat hanacap, k a 
fresh tty -her Mast s tart Paine iGoonda’s marten race at Nonmarket m .tone. She shaped 
nlceiy es a hraento, the stable t. In wp-fami and todays partner Jason Weaver has an 100 
par cars recall far the yart attar mwtng on Star Master at Otatar tat yeac Antes, to 
a soona race at Doneaaertat Bme. rates a threat on thta sound, htanetaed tam taoute 
on tfw tat In Progeaaon' s hanJcap at tak beforermnd. She a 30 toner far tfes wrote- 
anafr arrt te prefsiw m Goodwood ntaim winner Rosy Hoa, who pratausiy tlnkhed third 
» Doma Vtoia at Santown <401 Brew Prtncass always stn«0tog in the reac Msa«Mtt 
Ms been switched from Mch«d Hamon ® Dartd Lod*; there could to tetter © come from 
Debutante Drays and tta boddnRcf WMe Carson tor bnbantaoaooa (apprentice ridden 
last tana) is a plus. S etocUoo : SACOf SOBER. 

Tvol HOI1Y MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) £5,250 added lm 4f 

,U HJ Penally VWue £4,028 

60 OMBBEMSURFB{Uai)(2flMSBiaa)JGDUe695 — RH*fa(5)H 

060 UB»RA.im€(X2fi) IVfes DEAn>w«)TDem8%595 S D il«w 17 

00- UHO(USN(4ra{Italaw1%ta{1hiMiuaibrebl(J4LlaiB>495 M Bkcb 9 

OO DM4NTO (485) PTb CiB5CUkSynilca®j Ladr Nonas <9 0 — SSoos GrtaSs (7} 18 
IBBWOWN (GJ Afcon) N 5 9 0 


» S&AWSai , aa?B===saa 

mm ag me S2t t01 DBciael ItaW N ^ .*■* * * - 

B ssssssff^sr^^Se 


Sfikrtt, who S nw 

-""^Sssss^issassss&s- 

taWBnta^«» n swa« h «*w wM »- 
IWI run ta owr MOJ W^S^Sflacn sib tatter teiraa. Fata itaco ran 
bsw could P°"l^ ^amhW to DoUito B««a. 


00 lM4CEMW(Sl)CBRnaraoB)OMoaair90. 
36 DMBBW gMh Uchsnnat) LCunmj 8 11 . 


■MMtnao 

36 Bnmgcnip iarei i j a u i w w«eLvuiM«ao jj..... KtkrleT^O 

06 E0WBrai8MB(ira}CUI(«inacanCBmnail)PHais3811 QIBad2 

04 wnUMA(StalA«nKdNIUttS«MJar«381] PRabbnaB 

0 PORISCAIW (22) Mtafa-Mcreyftrartf tas iS Doyle 3811 - — ABtaiaa(S12 
2 »CHB«(W)mfa«lBna*dHQKl3811 »*■*» 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 
a 
.7 
8 
9 
ID 

11 2 aw»i«vwy«iip — 

12 3 ROUSSI (USA) (12J Ua(«4UreSM^ U SSMB38U 

13 506432 RWfOTW<H«ldmNMBltar^B«s3811_ 

14 1 0 TWffWRD DAB OSme laS)ntalBi TTae38U — 

15 400 AU1KllEffi(t^-iUveiMdGi»nB1)PCdB38B 

lfl 30 «mJ«VIWSS{HCP»j [*«*!*} B«3 86 
17 0 OUCil>a»W8taNlbaaBEIlby«3B 6— _- r rrr 

IS a£tt«IH<CnM(IISN(raQwtaLtalink«ta38& 

IS 0430 HMMM(lO(Bq0HBBGldlBaidh|386^ :7 
20 44 «yRSM«(m0fciariJBcre|DLsdff3BG 

— 20 de^vd- 

BETTWfc M » .w mm, S4tan 1M Itaart. 7-1 B idtaea. ^± a^ Jpaak». Q^m, 
324AomM«s > M , lfes1taS l 341Drpanil ! TTiraur, Rapda. NodaM. 16-1 atari 
190* ta« taSSSIf RjanlD-ltH »e* 12 am 

HAWTHOm MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) (DIV II) £8,000 
added 2Y0 7Y3Qyds Penalty Vafew £4*320 

0 BNDnSBWdUO990taddVyttB&Cbl>0NB)n«9O X fetal 

CiA*«gM«ta(ns«?gNta:HmraMfcfelSWIIaia90 .ABadrarA 

1 DC— yaa iartrRDdsamg Cretan 90 IRrtda 

4 ms an (42) UaySuti WJBW90 - T- : ^r-JtaBdflarya 



EE2 


- 4 NME0F0URWHBi{U5A)PA)?irtClf RtatflSaS JtalBiSO — _LDeflnd8 

000 WWJM*N05»00!W|JONBfl90 SDBBBU2 

OO^DUNBSUTYaa^aeipNiteURMta^O ACataw7 

0 CaBaE>NM)(24ftfcaJMCrte$BHft99 HMs5 

RAM CLOUD tWWHktfdWHBdi 89 M»tan3 


gn break, so* Ma etass me h®i- 
houM ta waner “T'fKSaiir 1 ^ i«a w c atog ag>. wnta od k* Snto- : 
Ns Stmiar Jobowsrd Pat Edday are i an M waOnR 

i tho *** ww 10* bu dm oiMn» ag> ha tashajan 

da a anff Earns at Goodwood and wqn El the mud t~ 


mu 


thB ifshi ^ imora 10 * ba taw ««n» ha was tatan 

I jggagaaagwi — _ jrrrwS* 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 -Sdadarad- 

BEnna 6A M Nan M to Mhos 74 fex OK 7-1 CkdaA 144 tans Stfst 16-1 

Ctaaaie Catan, 2M stare 
1394: ta one . 

FORM GUIDE 

TJ» fcxj- prtttoel hare had Just the-ounm tah DOBMCYcomastfnR what wcukf aeam 
ma atrotast raa - Hk ha*rtatar spore won owr mdqrs rtp as a jurenfe and Domtny 
css dto cMta to takw jut rtar a S09b9«n feulb of 23 to mar Osprie^Oarn’s As- 
tnr Place at Newmahat a iwtrtda.aax bnprowmeni Is tauaQy asind from Fo* CBy. 
w»B8 ton wen ert hsr ascend jureme start Ha dttrt seam ® stnde otd mo wen an Ms 

c«Y<(M dead *hea fourth vBii&ndt and the softer grand & more auttebte. Nan Of 

Mber (5-2 our to 64) is pmta«7 «P*to of boer after a Safeabuy nm when ftuth 
toRnaSrab- rtsdamtanoMsrturthaMhantbliasaJiraenI*inAmeileab«thaiSaH*- 
tav race mw not ha« bean 141 to much. CtaM needs id do tarter star arming Me 


Bailey may turn to Dunwoody 


Richard Dunwoody is the man 
likely to step in at Kim Bailey’s 
stable for Norman Williamson, 
who will be out of action for up 
to six mootbs because of a bro- 
ken femur sustained on Monday. 

Dunwoody, the champion 
jump jockEy for the last three sea- 


sons, was a 33-1 shot for this sea- 
son’s title after breaking tip with 
Martin Pipe. Now he has been 
cut to 14-1 wife WSliam HSQ, hav- 
ing been booked to ride for Bai- 
ley - the trainer of the 
Cheltenham Gold Cup winner 
Master Oats and Champion 


Hurdler Aldetbrook- at the end 
of the week. Dunwoody’s agent, 
Robert Raisons, said: “We will 
know more after Richard sees 
Kim Bailey tonight.” 

Joctoys’ CtampiomMp: WRRmb HDt e-13 
David Brtd&aiet 15-8 Adrian Magiire. 3-2 
Tony McCoy; 14-1 RlCJWti Dunwoody. 


HYPERION 

110 Sprung Rhythm 2.40 Saxon M«gic 3.10 
Whyfor 3.40 Minster's Son 4.10 Clifton Beat 
4.40 Celtic LaW (nb) 5 JjO The Black Monk 


GODKriGoodlofeni. 

■ Md&tara), undulating course. SUIT ie» ofaamlm. 

■ Oouire to Sm SW of Enter on A88. ADMISSION: Grarataund 
A PSddock 5ft SUver ffing 1440. GAK PARK: Free. 


9 F7TO2-U WRF0R(U)$mdit71O0 D 

10 COW- 1IE1MSIER(337) RChanflDn6100 Bfewsfl 

U 4 fl’P- 1UD08 WHXJMQ (313) R Nrtz 10 ID 0 CUsuds 

— U — 

Mrtrwm: 10a. Rue re&a: Ihe Mtobar 9a 13#; rudor WWMg SBt 3t 
BETTM& 84 OmadtM, 31 Royto 5s£a, 94 tasetaa Bm S-l NHta 
Ota 64 Odort (PM, 16-1 Spsadtad ARrtB, 12-1 Abnord, 14-1 atims 

DEAN & DYBAaCONDmONALS SELLING 
H’CAP H’DLE (CLASS G) £2,400 2m 3f 

52300-P BOOBEBOWBtmMPpaffUO DBonareffi 

1DP0-3U POUt pQ (32) M fee 6 11 10 ~BMaore(7) 


3M\ 


FS|S/ 


AH: 


WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 
LONG-DOTANCE BDNNEBS: Ita ICntoter (3.10) hre been 
sent 342 miles hr B Chmiptai Iren Newmarbeu Snflblk. 


102143- MMSTBTS MADAM (231) UfS L Mupty 4 U 9 R Rtesrey 

102665 DOMMON WEASURE [26) (O R Bate 10 11 B __S Lycm 
042436 P0ElieiMCy(41)Ntan>tota4U5 — SJqresfl 

4000-21 BRKHTSAFPMRE(104)FJQiitor9114 .TBay 

A08B4- SaCKEBMME BRAS (MB WfrmerB 112 JICrtBHbaH 
15-5P34 SUP^Tf MAX (34) R Judies 11 11 X Gtamay 


2.10 


DEAN &DTBALL NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
E) £2^00 added 2m 3f 

406 COPPEBCOU.<6)WGMlfner51012 MtaBtefT) 

IOU2S- 0MMNNB(lfiqUBDta5I012. PMds 

500- RHtlWrSCONQIESr(177)BSnBn51012JIMBaoy(7) 

SR KEEP POffMG H S Kra^a 7 10 12 Vi 

050 «BMWE(7QCJBn»510l2. 


BBimat 7-4 Spread Bbytta. Hilda ASJand, 114 

air. nw- tob* me iu to awiut ia-i cam* 

IO 4AI DEAN & DYBALL MARES NOVICE ITCAP 
l 4,W l HURDLE (CLASS F) £2,600 2m If 110yds 
400301- UPHEJUCIION (138) kfrf PDicMl 5120 PHeOay 


626406- lAlflttlflHrusaRHod^sBlDlO T Danomba (3) 

10 3O0C63- HU>RB)S0PMAC159)Ntachel81D7 -Sopta IHcbefl 

11 240034 CRBCOE BOV |47)P Jarre 12 100 S Rattan (E) 

BEITBBb 3-lPeBi. 4-1 Brtgt Swptbe. 62 Hrartort- taitan, 5-1 Boo- 
* Bopm 6-1 FoaUc tax* lM UBdred Sophia, 124 otore 


204840- BQHUilD(2S8)MBtadred5l012 

400J2 3PMJNB PWm*dW)OTKBaiey5 U) 12J JMrapbyS 

00V THE SWWTRADffi (5fi0) P ffcdfcd 6 10 12 Sa*IMHh 

HAKE A SWD M P« 4 10 11 Dl 

00 THE C1IAJHMAN (11) F JnKttr 4 10 11 . 

ISO- DE5SN (289JC feta 5107— 

3F RSIMC«UNCEC199MBLItanacca6107 JH 

005 TUSCAN BUnERHY (32) LGCOSEl 6 ID 7 »LJsfftod 

UUyiHEIBPI4atare a tara e 4l06 EBym 

-Mdacbred- 

64 Da- 


4.10 



WILLIAM HILL ‘GOLDEN OLDIES' INW- 
TAT10N STAKES ROUND 1 £2,000 lm 5f 

215223 CUFTQNBEAr<USA)(U)PHDbbe4124 PMpHofabc 

382035- MrSWN50NB(172)Jtadil0124 fedarSodUi 

TaUAHn0SWUPlce4124 Data Hood 

AiavoOUJ«SM0IEH0tar5120 Aon Hyatt 

042256- POOLS ERBAM) (196) G Btotag 5 12 0 SbnaaEada 

RABttOW ROAD M Ppe 4 12 0. 


400-121 8AXMMASB: (19) P9 J Beone5t5 1013 . 
P23P4P- PWDBCPffi0'{1445 R FtastSlDS . 

QITOO- ALACUE (328) R Atoar 5 10 0 

FP4F54 IKU1BES (35) FJortn 6 100 

06P0P-2 HBtrOAV (6) JMUbv6100_ 


JftWt 


J*r P Itertey (7) 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 P0- VMA6E HS) (33CJ N fcearvDwte 5 12 0 J’star 

-7dsctaiwl- 

BETTWG: M CMon M, 73 tataTbtod, 4-1 Nidxiw Roart. 6iMy 
StatSonft 7-1 Ax* firred, 12-1 tfo(ae> RaA 50-1A ft* Data* Mare 

DEAN &DYBALL NOVICE CHASE (CLASS 
D) £5,800 added 2m 6f 110yds 

404311 POtDSL PRK (1^ G Baldne 7 11 12 A P McCoy 

222312 BANNnMMBU.(XDMPta6U6 DBHdaaatar 

6P22-34 CEmcuWD(iq{B3MsJnmar7110 .WMastm 

24P455- DEW0SnY6tSA)(148)NApBto8110 1 R Katana* 

KARHBLLADRAinereilO IbR 

0*46442- MANNA GALE (156) NR Mkhtd 7 110. 

P 7DMIMIM(U)RRDW8U0 D< 


4.40 


00000- HXTS PROMISE (223) C Rfteri 4 10 0 _T [ 

136454 78tt1DMOVE{19)(D)PJanes5100 J*JI 

^3 dsdnd — 

tatare taffe 10 b. Thw hanfcap tafft Alaeue A Them Una SB 12fc 
tat OaySff JtoV Aomte Rtf 3b. Une » Mow 6sr Sfc. 

HEnMB: 7-4 Sam H^c, W. Tta Tb Morn. 73 Ibom TIows, M Up 

Tha Jrectta, 63 Rta Dq( 20-1 Pradeol Paggi 50-1 ottax 

DEAN & DYBALL NOVICE HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS F) £4y500 2m If 110yds 

MACaiAN BAT (196) Ms J Roran 7 11 XI WNantaa 

ROnM.8CGOS(151)MiPDi4MJ8117 P Holey 

■UJES CAM (13) P (toots 8 113 0 Ramey (3) 

SPEARHEAD AfiUNCISqS drear 6 113 J Orton* 

OMFDRDQUU.CU) RCUta81013 0 Maria 

OVDW BBT 00)8 (to Hear 6 10 9 PatddM 

ASAWtD (203) R RnstS 10 7 IHoit 


D0656F TRUSTDE) (USA) RSKr^X 7110- 


-6 Upton 
— JFTOey 


3.10 


1 3RJ2PP- 

2 055F4J- 

3 4P6F23 

4 044063- 

5 R84-60 
8 453200- 

7 40R300- 

8 500120- MttSXAR(307)6Bek»«6104 


5QU GREY SMOKE (11) Mss H Kn^t 5 10 12 
_ g (todwd* 

BEIIMft 114 Fata! Ptfcta, saBaretaara 8H, 7-2 Krai lad. M Caffe 
Lata, 7-1 Mwaaww Bta, 8-1 Bray Swoia, 20-1 ottxn 

DEAN & DYBALL HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS D) £3,500 added 2m If UOyds 

12311F 8URCASn£(13){C0)Ggalctoe<120JMrABBtte(7) 
326®- TT* BLACK MOMCttBQ (CD) M Pipe 7 HU DRMpiitor 
P463-2U HERE IE COL^5 (9) RSUonge9110 -_APtaCoy 


-A P McCoy 


MMmm Mtftt: IOsl The ftatfcqp ne^t ftaitoaon 9st A. 

BETTVIB: 9-4 The Bhcfc Meta, M Btok Cattle, 9-2 tore Baca, 11-2 
Hare Ha Coore, 7-1 Iha Mndre 9-1 Tta Far A Ftottre 50 Oardneton 


1P3253- TIE MKlSi (FR) U59) ID) G Edwid5 8 11 0— D Srttar B9 
2PG422- DBBS8D4NCE(151)NRMata51013-SqpbialMdral(5) 
262225- TBC TOR A HJOTHT (214) C Jares 5 ID 13 __lto E J»m« 

F304P0* DURRBJGTON (539) (D) U Botom 9 100 PMda 

-7, 


HYPERION 

2^0 Sarasi 2^50 PenMan Gale 320 New Inn 3^0 
Mr jamboree 420 Down The Fed 4J0 Aritam 


GOING: Good io FVm. 

■ UA-hand <wa) ctrenJt. Bnn-ln cJ 200jtJs toifihCy uphai 

■ Course NE of town an BI224 nrjunc of A68 and Al. ADMIS- 
SK»fc CSob SJ 2 (acpompBrJpd under-] 66 frw); TtofraaDs ST; Course 
52 (OAFa & 1 ) Caws, InctodtaK up io 4 aduka&O). CAR PARK: Free. 


AD i 


WINNERS IN THE LAST 8MVBN DASB: Nota 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Vtaufa- (3«ri bre beat a 
into by Mtaa L Rawefl from LSnarton. Tbyride. 


LSI 1 


2.20 


GOLDSBOROUGH NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS D) £3^00 added 3Y0 2m 

MKARME M Etay 10 12 Ml 

BORROMIBr (38) U W EatttrtV 10 12 
DAWN MSSJON M H Earart* 10 12 



4 Oft I ydrkshire-tyne tees tv handicap 

HURDLE (CLASS C) £4,750 added 2m 

1 3042FD- 8BD SABLE (176) (CD) F Snrey 5 11 10 B Storey 

2 Q2632- DMCMBRIVBt(2B)(CO)NQai«EtonBliajaARwtal 

3 112-22 NBVNI(U)(D)SGoins41lB Attomiuty 

A 111K3- 8nrtoHMEp2S0)(CQ)MsMltowtoyB112 PMvm 

5 10KQ3- IH0RNI0N6AIECUD{C0)MHEataby6112 LWyv 

6 431123- WGLEIUMAN (2D1) (D) D VAanscr 6 11 0 D Bentley 

7 00315- AIDE MEMUE (309) Mis B Bred 6 10 6 — MctadCteto 

S 34422P- TRStDOat P34) | D) MW EflBtatiy 13 10 1 RBaotty 

BETTS® 11-4 Haw Inn, 3-1 Stay AwdIb, 7-2 Thornton Gala, 6-1 h*a- 
taton, 61 Bred Seta, 161 Dandta Rtoar, SB-1 ottas 

GORDON FOSTER HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS B) £6^00 added 2m 4f UOyds 

1 £22310 MR JAWWEE (U) (CD) K Btay 9 U 10 jLlbomtan 

2 P52WF «SflMSERPG!}nnAHartgonUU3JlrM/tasta» 

3 UP545- BeAtltatDEAtJ (154) (COT M Berrtti 9 10 9 A Dobbin 

4 133LC2- TOOOOODTD BETRUE [Z07) MH EflStflrty 7 10 6 LWyor 

5 211-323 KJ0RDAAN(M(C)(BF)WCunreeBnS10ri_.NStali 

-Cdadnd- 

BErTMB: 7-4 taBMd lb Bn Tire, 64 Mr JMiboree, 5-1 Many Martre 
61 Os Jwdaan, 14-1 Onm jcato w 


3.50 


DOIC WB1 (USA) (11) P Atoraatt 10 12 
IWBMM Ms M feveky 10 12 
WW H0HN (USA) fenta Thompson 10 12 . 

LANCa(USA)JHJcLreonl012 MAI 

raSBTSir M H Earnby 10 12 . 

5AMAKA HARA W CUmn0ratn 10 12 EHgrtnto(5) 

SWMa M Camdw 10 12 M Dwyer 

CHLMW0C N DRUMS D Nfchofe ID 7 
: (25) J WtWDl 10 7 
1 M H Eaaerty 10 7 


ON A PEDESTAL Mb J ftrsflen 10 7 
-14 



R Gantty 


BEnWto « Oa A Pedtaaf, 62 tmem, 61 BianitaK 6i Ores HUE 
61 Start, 61 MpbORK, 161 Dan Mtaon, 14-1 Ottta 


BOBBY RENTON NOVICE HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS F) £5^)00 3m UOyds 
265310-1 WGtSM(ll) LtaLRussaB9111D Ptaan 


2.50 


\A OOI HALLRELD NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS D) 
£3/S00 added 2m 4f UOyds 

1 534211- D0MWEfU(W)nJHJtttai6U12^ARataa 

2 624341 GHWG£AS«WD{44)KMa®sn5115 AS Sam 

3 V C«WM.fB0{886)M5SSmahBlD12 RktadGnaat 

4 2 U6 COUJN LOCH (175) U Wrtrson 6 ID 12 JJItaata 

5 B6 DOmTSlTOMOS) JVtede51012 Kim* 

6 4JRXW HaWUSTPB5)JHeaens61D12 Altocrtna 

7 246600- UIH£1BCIUE(Xra>teTU*m9mcfS10l2 Jta* 

8 6355 P SPOmMSSFBBl(2QGKrty51012 ItoCMutod 

9 06UR-2 DBBnWHTHieihmWsMItaeleyllOll J>Mn 

10 26 savor DASMNG(1EB)MH Eastaly 410 U Layer 

11 OWR OLRHOSSOM (2Q FOlLatay 7 ID 7 — MrKWieta (3) 

12 200006- STA80EJUNG (315) Mre A Nau^sm B 10 7 .TJtaa 

-ISdadared- 

BEIIHG: 9-4 Down ihe no, 61 Deaart Rrttoc 7-2 Greta Artiert, 61 
Stortr DastaC, ID-1 Cotaa UKh, 161 Ca&M, StaflBBrtat 261 oUkb 


55043P SCARF (21) JJONBd 7 1010. 

34130 PWUWM6At£(7)toSS(rlh6106 .. 
52O06F ASKRJRBAiacrClDBtamlBlOO. 
GCP-4 KU9SMU7 (18) Cftrter 6 100 

-Sdretatd- 


~M Dwyer 


4.50 


-BShaiy 


ASKHAM RICHARD NOVICE HANDICAP 
HURDLE (CLASS F) £5^00 added 3m jtf 

5P224-4 S0UTH«ESTERD'(UG)MBMRa«toy71110 Ptaeo 

21 CHBSn’P0KBr(l^MTMna8115 

R3P64-0 CMN»iaE(U)CBsed6104. 


MManc lOst Sue htRp *#«: A* ftrfemey 9a 4b Nsofcgr 8at 9to 
BETTHB: 7-4 Unas* 10630 Sear* 74 Fartaan Gta, 61 Art fer Bra- 
1 HK 12-lHartdatoy 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

- 5 dedartd - 

B8T7W8: 44 Sootb WaatertjL 61 Cbony Pobqt 11-2 Oirach Tine, 61 
Affiatn.U-lWMBrfore 


OOPO- IWlfflFOSS (176) B Ftoftrtd 5 10 4 , 

Q225P4 MVMU (32) I Caor 6 101 


-GHo^nB 
— R Siwli 
Storey 


RACING RESULTS 


LEICESTER 

Uft L DON MtCHELElTD (M HBa) 7- 
2j 8. TMatar BOHtata 62; 8. BaBato 7- 
4 to 14 rare rk. 4. (G Wragt tawmafret). 
IbtK £7.90; 0-10, 030. £LS0. OF: 
£20.30. CSR £20 J3. Tito: £35.00 . 

2jQ0: 1. MASEHAAB 0V Careen) 2-15 to. 
2. Lala 12-1; 3. Itolnuatar 161. 4 
m. m 9. Cl Dutop. Aundrt. toK £1.10. 
Oft £1.40. CSR £3-33- 

i30: 1. NASHAAT U Stack) 20-1; 2. 
Maty's Case 7-1; 3. Deeply VWe 25-1; 4. 
BktaibC Onto 9-1- 20 an. 5-2 to» Cape 
Cdocy (Bin). VS. 2. V* Kineaon Urte). 

TOOK £42-50; £11.70, ELBO. £4.60. 0-10- 
Df: £226.60. CSF; £166.69. Trtcsu: 
£32ffi-55. Tria £433^0. 

3.00: 1. AUAWAB (G Carter) 10-1; 2. 
Cwtetaw 11-2 iBy; 3. Lady HtfffWd 16 
U 4. RM Bto 7-1. U m. Hd. nk. U Dun- 
lop, AnntoO. Tta £ 10 ^ 0 ; £4.00, £1.80, 
OLStt £3Ja Oft S37M, CSR £67.42. Tn- 
caet £844 JB Tta £25420. Ater a sum 
ante' frqttoii Themes Skte. who flroshod 2nd, 
was dbquMHW and Nand Ibsl 

3J8B1 J- BStKELEY BOUNDER (ta Ed- 
Otrfi 11-8 to. 2. anreo nt anr 3-1: a. Sm 
M ctar 7-1. 22 ran. 2%. (M Pipe. Wtane- 

tttl). ta £2.70! fl.20. £1_90. £1-80. DF: 
£2^0. CSft £7.59. ta £7 X». 


4J00: 1. FOREST BUCK (ftt Eddeiyl 4-1 
to; 2. Jtyusb 61: 3. la dreR a a Lfteod 5- 
1.17 ren.1V*. 3. (HCecLNewnarteo. tote 
£4^40; £2.70, £3.70, £2.80- DF: £14.10. 
CSF: £38.13. Trw £96.60. 

430:1. GOLD DISC PaL &ktefy)13-S to; 
2. Alaatar 16- 1; 3. Damak Amaare 9-4. 
12 ren. 2%, V*. (B Ws). taK £330; £1^0. 
£i90, £L60. DR £33^40. CSft £26ffi. WO: 
£12-00. Mb V^yng ALazaad. 

5.00; 3m SH9SAQ (R HBs) 11-4 for, 2. 
Karayb 5-1: 3. Rtaili dead 9-2. 8 rare *ft, 
V?. W Thorrcon Jones, Newmartet). tote: 
£3.10; £2.00, £3.20, £1_20. DFi £2a60. 
Jartpat Nnwon. Rjoi d £3144025 to »to- 
doefttofey 

Racapat: £2&50. Qixrtot: £19.10. 
Race 6; £5&2S, Place 5: £41.03. 
CHEPSTOW 

2J»:l.jAGElL0N[jnakSU-2:2.aan- 
by BCR 14-1; 3L Ctan0> 61; «. Nana Dean 
26-1- IB no. 61 to Oonana. w, 1^*. IW 

MUr, tonbwn). me £730: E2joo. ojo, 
£1-50, £13.00. DF; £79.00. CSF= £79.76. 
Tncasc £649.®. Tntr £35&60. 

2.4$: i_ STRUTTING (j RekO 1611 to; 
2. Celtic Rtafe 7-4; 3. H» Hwrerehata 
62. 4 ran. a Ufc. (R Itornon. £aa Ewrteldil 
Rtae £1.70. DK £3.60. CSR £2.74. 


SblS: 1m JBGREEN (Dedan Murphy) 3-1 
to 2. Cee-Jagr-Ay 14-1; 2. Sbe^ierd Man 
Mt 10-1- 32 ran. */«. 2V:. (G Lews). IMk 
£ 3 JO; 0.60. £3-40, £2.10. DF: £23-30. 
CSf: £41_«2.1hcan: £349.62. Tna £19480. 

3^K L MEDIA EXPRESS (RCodvone) 
16L 2. Daw*««ll-2: 3. DretaeRyde 33 
1.19 ran. 65 tavMdaaiee. 2>*. 3V.. (M Brit- 
tain. Newmartey. Ibte: £ 2120 ; £3.20. 
£L90. £35.10. DF: £33.60 CSF: £86.44. 
Tncc £225.40. NR: Noeprob. 

4.1K 2. SUBZERO (K Dartey) 6-4 to; 2. 
No Monkey MOB 9-2; 3. Ceffee to Cream 
7-4. 8 ren. 2%, 2V-. (M Suue, Newmar- 
teV.Tote £2-50; £1-10, £L30. £1^0. DF; 
£5.40. CSF: £8.91 

4^4B 1 CHALAMONT U Real) 10-U to 
2. Ttatagar Lady 62; 3. WBdviood Rearer 
20-1. 7 ran. Vi. -'ft. (P Chappie -Hyam, Man- 
ion). IbtK £1-90: £130. £2.50. Dft £2. 70. 
CSF; £5.35. 

5JK 1. TINKER OSMASTQN U F E^n) 

12 - 1 : 2 . 1 b The Roar 16 1 ; X Damtokaky 
7-1; 4. LH^i Craner 61 19 ran. 5-2 to 
Smg WRh The Band, l, lv*. fM Saunders, 
WelS). Dote: £13.70; £2.70, £3^0, £2.50, 
£330. DF: U1AJ30. CSR £ 1 93 .3 8. TnCBsC 
£1^49.65. Tree £330-30. NR: MBertW. 
Ptacapob £566.10. Qttadpob £44^0. 
Piece ft £12190. Place E: £24.38. 


Torrance 
returns 
to face 
Langer 


Golf 


Sam Torrance, back in the Toy- 
ota World Match Play champi- 
onship at Wentworth after a 
10-year absence, has been given 
a difficult task in his attempt to 
win the £170,000 first prize on 
Sunday. 

The 42-year-old Scotsman, 
leading money-winner in Europe 
this season with over £630,000, 
meets the world No 3, Ber nhar d 
Linger, in tomorrow's opening 
round and. if successful takes on 
the world No 2, Nick Price, in the 
quarter-finals. 

“It was always going to be 
lough but Langer is definitely 
a tough one,” said Torrance af- 
ter practising with the Rvder 
Cup captain, Bernard Galiach- 
cr, yesterday afternoon. “His 
strength is his mind. He is very 
determined, very steely and 
has a great will to win. And he 
has an incredible short game.” 

The clash of the two Ryder 
Cup team-mates is easily the 
most attractive of the four first- 
round matches. In the others, 
last year's ranner-up, Colin 
Montgomerie, faces 24-year- 
old American David Duval, 
Costantino Rocca takes on 
Vijay Singh, and Lee Janzen, 
second on this season’s US 
money list, is up against Japan’s 
Katsuyoshi Tomori. 

The top four seeds, who all 
enter the fray on Friday, are, in 
order, Ernie Els, Ben Crenshaw, 
Steve Elkington, and Price. 

On his two previous appear- 
ances in the event, in 1984 and 
1985, Torrance went out in the 
first round to Toru Nakamura 
two and one and then 
to Tommy Nakajima shtand five. 
“I’ve been Naka-ered both 
times,” he joked. 

Montgomerie pulled out of 
the German Masters last Thure- 
day with a tendon injuiy but has 
taken things easy since and is ex- 
pected to be fully fiL 
TOYOTA WORLD MAICH PLAIT CHAMPI- 
ONSHIP (Wentworth): First-round draw 
(to m orrow): Elfin and 12.3 Op<n: L 
Janaan (US) v K Tomori CJapon). Winner to 
play E Els ISA). &30am and 12.45pm: S 
Torrance (GB) v Et Langer (Gert- Winner tn 
ptyN (ZntX &45 and Ipbk C Mont- 

gomerie (GBlvD Duval (US). Wrtner to play 
3 Bkmeon (Aus). Sara and USpta C Roc- 
ca (It) vV Singh (Fqo. winner to pieyB Cren- 
shaw (US). 


Davis Cup 
delight 
for Uoyd 


Tennis 


David Uoyd, Britain's Davis 
Cup captain, was in confident 
mood after hearing the draw for 
the 1996 competition, made in 
London yesterday. 

Britain, languishing in the 
Euro- African Zone Group Two 

- in effect, the Third Division 

- will play Slovenia at home 
from 3 to 5 May and, if suc- 
cessful, will then probably meet 
Ghana away from 12 to 14 July 
and then Egypt at home from 
20 to 22 September. 

If they win all three ties, 
Britain will be promoted to the 
Euro-African Group One and 
Lloyd says: “I like our draw very 
much. If all goes well, there is 
no reason why we should not go 
up next year. 

“On paper, we have a team 
that can win promotion. Greg 
Rusedski has just gone up to 35 
in the world rankings, his high- 
est ever, and Urn Henman and 
Mark Pelchey are both doing 
well" 

1996 Davis Cup DRAW Euro-African 
Zone Graop Ttoo: Great Bream v Skwerta; 
Ghana v Marta: E©pt v Macedonia; Latvia 
v h*wy Coast: Poland v Nrgena; Unambocrg 
v Belarus; Ybgxtoa v Slovak Republic; Ak 
flana v Portugal. World Group ft*t round 
(Rrt 9-11): tor v Russia; SDutfi Africa v Auo- 
trio; Switzerland v Germany; France v Den- 
mark: India <f The Netherlands; Sweden v 
Belgium; Czech RepubUc v Hungry: United 
States v Menco. 

Steffi Graf, under investiga- 
tion for lax evasion, has dropped 
out of the Brighton tourna- 
ment later this month and is un- 
likely to play again until the 
Philadelphia event m November, 
her lawyer said yesterday. 


¥ THE INDEPENDENT 

Horse Racing 


Results 8839 -111 171 
Commentary 0839 - 111 175 


Gta a Pf fa tai chap mt, 

*>pr*r nb m d odw ttm. 


raceLTne 

FULL RESULTS SERVICE 
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sport - 

RUGBY LEAGUE CENTENARY WORLD CUP: The man Australia feats most watts in the wings confident of wiping out past feilutes 


Offiah plans his 
grand entrance 

T he joker in the England BTf!ntT!WJn3 day, when I was IS years old, 
rugby league pack shuffles and walking down a street in 

his bare feet einaerW i«m *^.n 1 Hadmev dnrinemv school hol- 


T he joker in the England 
rugby league pack shuffles 
his bare feet gingerly 
across the team hotel’s break- 
fast room carpet, hobbling and 
yawning. AH around him you can 
sense an atmosphere that tells 
you that the waiting is over, busi- 
ness has comm .iceu and Eng- 
land are on course for a 
storming World Cup. 

Martin Offiah has remained 
aloof from all this. Feeling the 
effects of calf and ankle strains, 
the Wigan winger, and surely 
the biggest name and earner in 
British rugby league, has pur- 
posefully kept himself apart, 
biding tus time with a patience 
that exudes complete confi- 
dence in his own ability. 

“There's no point in me go- 
ing through what the playing 
members of the team do until 
I know I am ready to play," he 
reasons, scratching his Gazza- 
style peroxide crew cut “That's 
why I've kept myself to myself. 
I reckon I should start against 
South Africa at the weekend. 
I'm almost there, but I'm not go- 
ing to risk injuring myself for the 
whole World Cup. Not this 
World Cup." 

Offiah's emphasis underlines 
the point that all the players re- 
alise that the big-time has arrived. 
Rugby league has suddenly be- 
come a powerful force, shaking 
off its apparently limited appeal 
to be suddenly accepted with wel- 
coming arms. 

“It’s so important to win the 
World Cup," continues the sea- 
son’s leading tiy scoter. “Before, 
it's always been a bit of a farce. 
It was spread over a long peri- 
od of time, didn’t bave enough 
teams, bad failed to create any 
interest Now, it’s the new dawn, 
and if we can win the competi- 
tion it will wipe out everything 
that's taken place before." 

As starts go, England got off 
to a flyer agamst the tournament 
favourites, Australia, by beating 
them at Wembley last Saturday. 
It ensures what appears to be 
an easier passage to the final 
where, barring a major upset, 
they are likely to face the pre- 
viously dominant force of Aus- 


I an Stafford talks 
to the wing-heeled 
wonder of England 

tralia again. England would be 
well advised to foots on die pre- 
sent, and not the past. 

"Well, you’re dead right 
there," the 29-year-old agrees. 
“Of course, it's better to bave 
beaten Australia, but they are 
such a good side that they will 
be confident they’ll get their act 
together and beat us next time. 

“I think beating Australia 
for a second, successive time, is 
another hurdle which we bave 
still to clear. When we beat 
them in Sydney in 1988, it shat- 
tered the myth that they were 
unbeatable, but since then Aus- 
tralia always seem to win 3-1, of- 
ten coming back from behind." 

How a black lad from Hack- 
ney can even be discussing rug- 
by league world cups is 
extraordinary. His game could 
quite easily have lost him to not 
one but two other major sports. 

“Most people now only see 
me as a rugby league player, but 
I was very dose to first becom- 
ing a county cricketer," Offiah 
reveals, smirking almost self- 
consciously. “I spent the sum- 
mer of ’84 playing for Essex 
second >3, roomed with Nass- 
er Hussain and bowled Graham 
Gooch out in the nets. Mind 
you, I also got hit for six try Al- 
lan Wells down at Hove.” 

Who knows, this fast bowler 
and useful No 8 batsman, might 
have become the next Ian Both- 
am, but the lure of rugby union, 
encouraged by his Ipswich 
boarding school, and then offers 
from Rosslyn Park, captured 
the speedy winger. 

“If you had told me then that 
I would end up playing league, 

I would have laughed at you," 
he continues. “I used to hate 
watching league on television. It 
was violent, slow and just dread- 
ful, and we all thought it was a 
joke sport It didn’t have any of 
today’s colour and dynamism. 

“I still remember, to this 


day, when I was IS years old, 
and walking down a street in 
Hackney daring my school hol- 
idays. 1 decided to myself that 
I would play for England, but I 
meant in union, not league.” 

Instead, just when he was 
making people sit up and notice, 
and on the verge of leaving 
Rosslyn Park for Bath, Offiah 
suddenly found himself at 
Widnes in 1987. You would 
think that a young, blade. East 
Londoner, faced with appalling 
racial taunts from the crowd, 
and the roughest, toughest 
game he had ever encountered, 
might be just a littte fazed by this 
new life. But not Offiah. 

“None of it ever bothered me. 
The racism only made me more 
excited when I played, and the 
shock of league didn't hit me 
like most former anion players. 
I think it’s because I’ve always 
known what I’ve wanted, and al- 
ways known how to get it” 

Or : th, now believed to be 
rugb) .eague’s highest earner 
with .i salary of more than 
£100 ,C(j 0 a year, was not a big 
name when he left for the north, 
unlik e most of his ex-union 
contemporaries. Would he con- 
skier trying oat union ag^in, now 
that the barriers have been re- 
moved between the two sports? 

“You've got to be kidding, 
haven’t you?" is his instant re- 
ply. “Fve been too successful in 
league, and the game’s been too 
good for me. Besides, the Eng- 
land iminn internationals wiD be 
on £40,000 a year, so I can't see 
hcrw their game could justify pay- 
ing me my salary. 

“If I'm honest I would have 
liked to have made it in union 
first but if I could be transported 
back in time I still would have 
taken the same route a gri n. It 
would be fun, though, to turn 
out for Rosslyn Park a g ain , 
only because I honestly believe 
Fd have a field day.” 

The man known as “Chariots” 
- “actually, nobody has ever 
called me that, apar t fi om the me- 
dia. At Wigan I'm known as Tin, 
as in Martin” -believes that play- 

era of the near futuiewifl not face 
the union or league rfflffrrmna. 



No justice 
for Tonga 



davehadfielp _ 

Papua New Guinea 28 

Tonga 

For the second time in 48 hours, 
Tbngawere involved in a spell- 
binding match, the outcome of 
which was not resolved until the 
last minute. 

■ Therewould be no greater m- 
ios&ein the Hali&x Cfentenaiy 
World Cup than a side which 
‘ has showed so much skill and 
.passion going home without a 
win, but their exertions at War- 
rington on Sunday caught up 
with them at Hull last night. 

: leading 20-0 at half-time, 
they were hangings cu desperately 
at times as the Papua New 
Guinea captain, Adrian Lam, in- 
spired his side’s comeback. A 
crowd of more than 5,000 saw 
T am start die revival by taking 
John OkuTs pass to go over, 
’when the dunmutiv e Bias Paiyo 
darted orer from a cti ng half- back 

and kicked his second goal, Tbn- 
ga knew they were in trouble. 

The PNG full-back, David 
Buko, got away for a third try and 

Ttwgacoufo have succumbed to 

exhaustion there and then had 
Leigh’s Thu T ikn not ploughed 
over to keep them eight points 
in front Lam’s dever kick sent 
.Stanley Gene in for a try which 

j TAYiT' • I * 


Una Ikida’s touchdown for Tbn- 


ga looked to have put them safe 
as they staggered info the last few 
minutes. Within seconds of the 
end of normal time/ however, 
La m got his piss away folncas 
Solbat and Pdiyo’s fourth goal 
tied the scores. 

There were few hints of such 
a tense finish in the first-h^lf, as 
Tonga played with the same 
measures of vigour and virtuos- 
ity thev had shown against New 
Zealand. AwraGuttcobcilweoi 
over for two tries; prompted in 
both cases by Duane Mans, PhS 
Hewlett then scored by taking a 
weak drop-o ill quite briffianfly 
and running in from 40 metres. * 

When PNG failed to turn 
pressure into points before half- 
time and Tonga instead scored 
a fourth try through Willie Wolf- 
gramm, it seemed they had the 
cushion they needed. 

PNG now have to beat New 
Zealand tomorrow to reach the 
semi- finals . Lam said: “There 

hare been shocks already arid we 
feel we can produce another.” 

nunJAICWCUt^^MoJGa oWKopGlMl 
iMnt Hi.* rfVunkaT OU (MeoratBrtd. 




wfiffiay fcrt agl.TM (M t H agKO.W IM wv 

dO. Mamando tCanbom). Sutaj tulas: Sd- 



tor Gomia, 53, Rata 

TONGA: adkmm (KaMax): Tkote (Canberra), 
VMtana 1HC. Httaft iftganvfflB), W fc a a o 
(Beksnan); A threw* {Moorapam), WoH- 
mbhiw (Narrandera). * *>—» * Otawnn). O 
Mam (Auckland, capO. Hanaon OWdnos}, Q 
Mm (Laedsi. Heoraono (Mart#, MMnMI 
(MaW). SUMMON Ftaao (Grtwt* torUti 
77. LBoi (land tor Hansen. 38, La*ua 
(OttfiUU).lbi^Qtota'n^feraa»«>ei.5& 
Rata C «ba I Franca). 


Murdoch sees 
victory ahead 


Leagues ahead: Martin Offiah is ready to Bght up the World 


. “The two codes will defi- 
nitely come together in the 
next five to 10 years, and when 
they do I can see the game of 
league being the do minant 
force. The non-committed, pay- 
ing public will always prefer to 
watch a league game because it 
is designed to be far more at- 
tractive. The one advantage 
union has over league is that it 


is a bigger, world-wide sport 
When the codes are merged, 
union will see themselves as a 
large, corporate company tak- 
ing over a smaller business with 
a better idea.” 

Meanwhile, Offiah has oth- 
er matters on his mind. Not fol- 
lowing, he hopes,, in the 
disastrous footsteps of some of 
his illustrious sporting predc- 


Cup Photograph: Peter Jay 

cessors, he has made a dance 
record which, he hopes, Arista 
will release in January. ■ 

More immediately, Offiah 
plans to sing a differem songibr 
England in the Wbdd Cup, even 
if he still hobbles back to his 
room. “It’s not important that I 
won’t have been there for the 
start," he concludes, “It’s the end 
that counts. My time will come.” 


Wales escape despite going a sub too far 


^faies have escaped punish- 
ment despite making five re- 
placements -one more than the 
permitted number - m their vic- 
tory over France on Monday 
night, writes Dave Hadfield. 

The director of referees for 
the Halifax Centenary World 
Cup, Greg McCallum, studied 
the match video yesterday 
which revealed that W&Ies had 
broken the rules. The extra 
substitution took place when the 
previously substituted Allan 


Bateman came back on for 
Jonathan Davies, who the 
Welsh management apparent- 
ly believed was leaving the field 
under the blood-bin rule. 

The infringement has there- 
fore been regarded as a genuine 
accident and Wales can breathe 
a sigh of relief that they have not 
been punished in the same way 
as the Auckland Vbrriois, who 
had to forfeit a game after us- 
ing an extra replacement in 
the Winfield Cup last season. 


Davies, who was taken to 
hospital suffering from con- 
cussion, will play in Wales’s 
second group match agamst 
Western Samoa in Swansea on 
Sunday. His concussion has 
been diagnosed as slight, which 
does not necessitate a stand- 
down period. 

The England captain. Shaun 
Edwards, has angrily denied 
Australian claims that he racial- 
ly abused their Tmgan winger, 
John Hopoate, at Wembley on 


Saturday. Edwards had accused 
Hopoate of unsporting behav- 
iour in sledging England's debu- 
tant full-back, Kris Rarilinslri, 
after a mistake in the tourna- 
ment' s opening match. 

“I didn't realise that what I 
said about Hopoate would 
cause such a commotion." Ed- 
wards said. “But it is absolote- 
fy ridiculous to say that I racially 
abused him during the match. 
I'm a Christian and I would nev- 
er stoop so low as to abuse 


PAY OVER 



someone because they were of 
a different race. My own girl- 
friend is black.” 

Fiji have made just one 
change from the side which de- 
feated South Africa 52-6 in 
their starting line-up to meet 
England at Wigan tonight. The 
prop forward, Malakai Yasa 
replaces Malakai Kaunivalu, 
who was injured at Keighley. 

RJT (v En0anf Wfcan, too&*; 7-3UJ: So- 
vataboa (Carpenters Motors Pamners); 
IMdh a (Rsnritfi), Natateg) (Renrah, cepd. 
Sera (South Queensland), Nattaar (Can- 
beia);N4«cMcMw(F%fvMi),‘h0i (Fish Naif , 


Dragons): Katetala. Sagaftn (both Lojio- 
ka), NM aO nwl (Ynco Vtenoon). Patfri 
(Parramatta), Tbg* (Hyundai Bufldoga), 
Manama (Tlmbtrunba). g dataa te- 
lafctugk*. Vstataae (Hyundai BulldQpi, 
WM nlflwa (Rtfi fted Pragma). Natooro (Uo- 

■ Wigan’s French forward Gael 
Thllec will miss the rest of the 
World Cup after tearing agro in 
muscle dining the defeat by 
Wiles. The utility bacte David 
Despin (dislocated shoulder) 
and Stepbane Millet, who dam- 
aged a hamstring in training are 
also oat of the tournament. 


Rupert Murdoch, the media 
magnate, yesterday predicted 
victory in his fight tor control of 
Australian rugby league. Mur- 
doch said the power struggle 
with the Australian Rugby 
League, the sport’s national 
ruling boefy, would be settled in 
his favour witiiiri two years. 

“I will win and the ARL will 
collapse, whether it wiD be this 
year or the year after I don’t 
know,” Murdoch told reporters 
after his News Corporation's an- 
nual meeting in Adelaide. 

Murdoch set off a cml war in 
March when he signed many of 
the counties leading players for 
the rebel Super League, which 
is due to kick off next March in 
competition with the ARL. 

. Asked if he would consider 
a compromise, • Murdoch 
replied: “No. They [the ARL] 
will have to go away. It is hard 
to deal with people like that,” 
Murdoch said. “There is too 
much emotion involved and 
too much money.” 

- News Ltd, the local arm of 
Murdoch’s media empire, is 
embroiled in a court case with 
the ARL which is expected to 


determine the Super League’s 
immediate future. 

Murdoch began the court 
action in an attempt to remove 
eight chibs, including Sydney 
Bulldogs and Brisbane Broncos, 
from ARL jurisdiction, allow- 
ing them to defect to Super 
League next year. 

In a counter-claim seeking 
damages against News Ltd, the 
ARL claims the dubs are 
bound to the existing competi- 
tion until 2000L A victory for the 
ARL in Sydney's federal court 
would delay the Super League's 
kick-off for 12 months. “We fell 
it was essential to attack the mo- 
nopoly in rugby league in Syd- 
ney,” Murdoch said. 

Murdoch is planning to 
broadcast Super League match- 
es on his worldwide pay televi- 
sion interests, including the 
Fbxtel cable system in Aus- 
tralia, due to be launched lat- 
er this month. Murdoch's rival. 
Keny Packer, holds ARL rights 
until the year 2000. Packer also 
plans to broadcast the match- 
es on Optus Vision, a rival to 
Faxte], in which he has a five per 
cent stake. 


POOLS FORECAST AND FIXTURES 


£1100 
A YEAR 
FOR GAS, 
GET A NEW 
ESTIMATE 


Now that you can choose your gas supplier, choose 
Amerada Hess Gas. 

It's simple. Just ring and we’ll tell you right away how 
much you could save when you switch to low cost gas 
from Amerada. 

There’ll be no new pipes, roadworks or inconvenience. 
Just numbers adding up in your favour. 

So remember ours. 

RMERRDR HESS GRS I 

CALL 0500 001 100 1 


BRINGING LOW COST GAS 
TO BRITAIN 


F* Carfin* Preaterahip 

1 Aston vnavCtetea 1 

2 BbcMium v Souriianpun 1 

3 Bdton v Eueran X 

4 Leeds v Arsenal 1 

6 uwrpooi y Ctweraiy 1 

SUenlM vMtnOty 1 

7 QPRv Newcastle 2 

8 Tocerham v Ncttm Forest _X 

p*yk« Strain: SMMd Wad v Mkfcfcs- 
Nau0Ln^a«ltataV*iftlKknvtat>Mn. 
rnrfrtwiafc l ea fe Fkat P Mel on 

9 atnjDy v 0W*m._ 1 

10 Lefeeaerv Qwmon 1 

11. Luton v Beam X 

12 Now* v Bamsiey 1 

IS ftranoutfi v Bumn0ttm X 

1* ftndkig v HuddeafiekS X 

is Soutftand v SbedWd IM 1 

IS Stntatond* Watford & 

Maraiv taiieie: ViCtoartarpto i v S b*«. H ay 
MS SwJay: Part Wte v Crystal Pataca. 


S3 R*an v Buy 

34 Hanttpool v Saaatwpe 

35 L^con Orient v Chester 

36 MseMa v Plymouth 

37 Nartnsnptun v CanMdgB UH_ 

38 nxhta v CUchesw 

39 Scertomi^h v Lhoofti 

WFbrjuey v Preston 


PwHr Dtvtaton 

41 CetKv Hibernian 

42 FaJMlk v Kknemocfc 

*3 Hearts* Rath 

44 Mothemetv Aberdeen 

45 Pmaoty Ration 
FkstDMsfaa 

46 AMrie v Ctydcbetc 

47 Dundee Util v St Johnaone. 

48 Puiifcmttie * tadee....— ~ 

49 Morion vHamMon 

GO St M»sn v Dumberan 


17 BUcfcood vOostertlek] — 
13 BotsnenrouOi V Burnley— 
39 Bndfcrd v Bristol Amis _ 

20 * SMhdcn 

21 Brhmr City v HK 

22 Crewe v Catsto 

Z8 Nobs Cdtrty v flotberbem. 
24-PeartKmuM) * taraee _ 

2 fi Sbrewabuy * We 

26 SttdswivBiendM 

27 Wtatam * Odbrt Util 

28 yyyeombe viuem 

Third DMeioa 

20 CartUTvBamd 

30 DMe«unvi9CiM>ani — 
310oncaetecvHereftM __ 
32 BecervWlpn 


Football 

(7.30 urfats stated) 

U3OTWH OtAWFKWHrlP 

CROUP ONE 

n a m eala t Betr ee fHO) - 

Car NrOontf stain), BUAeresQ 

Isnel v AzertnlM) 0LO) 

(or Samar Gan atadksn, WiMJ 

tStovaUa v Poland (530) 

<te MieM Pole aaeksa taMnw 
OROUP1WO 

Demaritvlyriafuq 

(M Pw*en oauun, Oopramoffinj 

Cyprae a Macedoote (BJ^ 

Cat Wan satftnv UmoO 
8ROUPTHRSE 

rWrrprWH v (8 am 

Mr Kedtum mOum, Zuri&i) 

ketedrlt tayOJJ) 

(arloi^ttawsBAvn. nqtptOQ 
CROUP POUR 

SHwhOi v Wralne (94Q 

OcSe^padstadun, (Mfanql 
LKbaaBa * Estodts (5J3) _______ 

{BtZh&ris sa&jm. VSdusj 
GROUP RV5 

MsJta v NetoataJ* (8J» 

rat cmaffsadkm, itaiw 


Siayv 9 taw u BBtnu>r... . — — 2 

82 East Rfe v Qyde 1 

53 Mammae vBerwWc 2 

54 StHngv Queen of South 1 

55 Stranraer v FOda 1 

THrtfDMsioa 

36 AUan * &at SMng 1 

87 Aloe vCtass County 2 

88 Artratnhv Queen's Perit 1 

Also (oar on ao^one fc Cstasorten T 

* GMermeetfi; IMrtmn * Breenh. 

FOUR IWtMS; hMwm « Nofttaani Pimsl 
U rion V VMM Bromwich. Rochdale * Cotcbasta, 
Hearts v Rafeb Rmoa. 

nrnmMOe N ea camo , Btotog a m. SMidon. 
Gitw e n . Ransets. 

TBf HOMes lAeton VHa. Btactfun. Man IMt- 
eri. USoeStet. Sunoertrt. Vtyeonte. CtoOT. Ley- 
an Orient. Case. Morten. 


TODAY'S FIXTURES 



have our boys got 
the balls to do it ? 



San Mntao v Fvoe Maoda (HJO)_ 
tot Sawiaae ttadun. Sen Usrta 

Itaaia v Greece (5X9 

WLaMHsu&Bn. Mosta. 


WWeta sac a ^osto 

(atKiwia S>&jrn. C sSjT 
AN6L04IAUAN CUP 
IWBWMIONAtSDWe 6R0UP A 

Genoa rUtniaaO) 

otrfcMp y Ceaen (7^BJ 

Psnps * BtanOtan &30) 

Port VWe v Anceoo nM\ 


Csru^fc$tat sadum. Lummoourgl 
GROUP SBC 

ABctrfai w awifi (8-an} . 

utEmaHxottsoaum, vowny 

Reptac ofMrad v LaMa 

tot lansotowne Road. Out*V 
UacUaaatah r Nort&em tretend (3JQ . 
« actanNeumn tatatc. Eseneni. 
GROUP SEVEN 
Wala » Germ an y 

ref GW Ame AaW 

dMe..Mf»hniiL. 
ter Bub Ftaacte stsSum. 7&fc0 


Whet taaericb AUon * Foffta (7 j4S) 

ACWtlMqatatanMKMlM 

Oy V Bara* <730j; strongwume * Dmdcy. 
Sami * MMM (7^5j. 
UMB O HDI X a c u cita iar P ii ii eio niD oi ia iUiJ 
* Brteyi Rst DMeta Brttfcatf PWt Annue * 
AUWai; Guam Aah&n vWbrinjpDn; Let^i C88 
YWjridnpan- 

gRBrr i aLSi a euEPTeaderPtaetteBan- 
asoie » Baciwer. Biaeftn v Credton; Brigtov- 
ten * R ome Bridpon * Snore. 

HEREMRD UI4TSD COUNTIES LEAGUE Wa- 
Mler O Mrt an: Boune * Hotatfc tads v 
Hampaten; Sr Neoa v Vteotnn. 

JBlIffilM EASTBW 1EA8UE Ptamler OMeta 
Fatam * tenant: Stoamariat * LmastsC. 
Noimt wESTcctamss i£«cuc net 0M- 
eta tessenta * Eaaanod Krt*. 

UNtST SUSS8X OOUN1Y LEAGUEFimtOM- 
ataOtaad viteBOdc PartSeB vSbennom. 
ULSEH cupsenuteefcoramti vArutan 
PRESS MOJOUMALIWlUWIEMUeite. 
tBhead * out Rmea. 


P0HTBt8 ISasliE Rret B b ta Notnidar w 
Forest v Uremaot (733; Ttorvnene v Sheffield 
MtodnasdE^ (7.0). Sacaod DMeien; Bande* v 
BWwd (7.0); Burnley v Bradford Qjy (70S; 

HuddeaBeU « Aean \Ce C7.C3; Hue aw v Stev- 
dtejsnd (7JJ). TWrt DMeta Buy w^eMort 

C7^WtavWhatan(73ftO«tEr*Scun- 
Itlita Lnta v OerinGton (7.0fc Snrera 
tsO vfffidhta (7,%VHffin v Donwser (7XQ. 
MON MSURANCe COMBMXnON Fhet DM- 
eta taeen « tan C2XII-. Bta C3y « Map 
Mdi; CtwM Maas v Stutengun (7XD cal 
(XAubb HwnHj. Sactmd OMMontagM Cspi 
Bemln»em» IW naaa (TXH totamoOiUBBtf 
taW BourrwrwgOi v P^toOutb (2J). 

Riq^iy League 

Hwjmx caoDHinr wonn cup 

GROUP ONE 

EmtadrFV (7«n 1 

fetOnrafPBffcNgBij 

Rugby Union 

cuBancHEStHarteqtavQnerUftiim- 
ty q 3 Dk HeecastlL GosSytfi v Duriwm Unw- 

aiy (730); R^y *HM PMsos (rjOKSmseiB 

y Boner Unhearty (7.30) tot inter COurQ. 
RSWSZMWIIVE MATCH: U»«em 0ta> v 
Pentemtaita (7J5) lathtoaaeg. 

Speedway 

PRSHER LOGUe Huf v PataONugl (7 JO). 
CWUBICEWBOfc langEeun vCra*y Ftat 
v wobediemriten (730). 

Otter sport* 

MSEiaAUa Sirapem Ompcnttp sarnM. 
radieund {LmeettWI: England vEame. 
TBW BtMBft aslWUnteltolW— BteMt—e 
(Btarinrftam). 


the rugby league 

world cup 



only on 

tonight from 7.00pm 
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sport 


INTERNATIONAL FOOTBALL: Republic of Ireland to bank on Babb while Gould faces Germany without Rush and Hughes 

Losers still in 
with a chance 


Latvia threaten 
Charlton legend 


PHIL SHAW 
reports from Dublin 

The sight of leenaged girls lit- 
erally fighting over a plastic wa- 
ter bottle discarded by Phil 
• Babb confirmed yesterday that 
football and celebrity continue 
to be on intimate terms in the 
Republic of Ireland. 

Whether the relationship - 
and the tenure of Jack Charl- 
ton which made it possible - 
could withstand defeat by 
Latvia at Lansdowne Road 
tonight must be open to 
question. 

At the age of 60, and after al- 
most a decade of unprece- 
dented success as manager, 
Charlton suddenly finds his 
reputation on the line in the Re- 
public's penultimate game in 
Group Sis of the Euro- 
pean Championship qualifying 
campaign. 

Charlton remains Ireland’s 
favourite Englishman. Banners 
adorn pubs boasting that theirs 
is “Big Jack's favourite bar". His 
grizzled features are still in de- 
mand with advertisers. But the 
last World Cup was a watershed 
for the Republic; no longer 
was it considered sufficient 
merely to reach the finals of 
major tournaments. The events 
leading up to Latvia’s visit have 
therefore been a shock to the 
system. 

Matters were proceeding 
well enough until the defeat of 
Portugal, which perhaps en- 


couraged delusions of class in 
a team who are at their best 
when playing destructively. It 
was followed by June's 0-0 draw 
in Liechtenstein who, to put 
things in perspective, then lest 
7-0 at home to the Portuguese. 
Then came two 3-1' losses to 
Austria, which have left Chad- 
ton's men needing to break 
the worst sequence of results 
during his reign just to maintain 
realistic hopes of sharing in neat 
summer’s bonanza. 

Put simply, if they were to 
lose and Austria beat Portugal 
tonight, the Republic wouldbe 
ouL In the event of the Irish and 
the Austrians both winning, 
Chariton would still have to con- 
jure a victory in Lisbon next 
month. Even if Ireland and 
Austria finished level on points, ■ 
the latter would go through by 
virtue of having won both fix- 
tures between them. 

Charlton’s reluctance to re- 
veal his line-up, as he normal- 
ly does the day before a match, 
was a sign of the stakes for 
which he and the Republic are 
playing. However, he made it 
clear that the over-commit- 
ment to attack which charac- 
terised his midfield in Vienna, 
combined with an awareness of 
Latvia’s tendency to play on the 
break, have convinced him to 
deploy an anchoring player in 
midfield. 

The individual whose capac- 
ity to inflict damage concents 
him most is Vitaly Astafiev, 
“The dark-haired lad who wears 


Quinn refuses to give up 


Jimmy Quinn, who is expected 
to win his 45th cap against 
-Liechtenstein today, has insist- 
ed that he has no intention of 
giving up international football 
even if Northern Ireland do not 
qualify for Euro V6. 

Reading’s joint player-man- 
ager needs two goals to equal 
Colin Garke’s record of 13 in 
38 matches. Although he will be 


36 next month be said: “1 will 
cany on playing until I foil 
over. When you reach my age 
every game is a bonus, but a lot 
of players are persuaded to re- 
tire too early. John Aldridge is 
stiD knocking in the goals at 37.” 

NORTHERN IRELAND (probable): Fettte 
(Hull); Morrow (Arsenal), Hunter (Wresc- 
nam). HH (Leicester), Worthington (Leeds), 
McMahon (To t tenh a m), ism (Mancheonr 


Cfty), Lemon (Crewe), Hutfun (Vfest Ham), 
Qainn (RewSngJ, Gray (SuxJertaxJ). 


No 3”, as Charlton inimitably 
identified him. His penchant far 
counter-attack brought Latvia 
both goals in their 2-1 ami 
in Northern Ireland, the first of 
three consecutive wins, with 
the Israeli-based Arman ds 
Zeiberlins also scoring in each 
of those games. 

“At international level these 
days, players don’t pass the 
ball through midfield - they 
come at you,” Chariton said. 
“You can’t let them run at your 
defence, but the. problem is 
that we’ve no natural holding 
player in midfield like we used 
to have with Paul McGrath 
and Mark Lawrenson.” 

Ronnie Whelan would, in 
fad, have been ideal, but is nei- 
ther fit nor in fovour. The three 
-candidates, Charito n intimated, 
were Babb, Jason McAleer and 
Jeff Kama. McAteer, whose in- 
clination is to go forward, 
scarcely fits the job description, 
while Kama may be too natu- 
rally busy to maintain the req- 
uisite discipline. 

Switching the pacy Babb to 
partner Andy Ibwnsend has 
the drawback of necessitating 
changes to two departments. 
But unless Chariton was deal- 
ing in Dublin Bay red herrings 
again, the Liverpool defender 
appears the likeliest choice to 
ping the “hole” between mid- 
field and a back four in which 
McGrath’s 78th cap will bring 
him level with Packie Bonner's 
record. 

Charlton has always said he 
would leave when the-fons no 
longer wanted him. Whatever 
happens tonight, he is expected 
to see out the qualifying cam- 
paign. Yet even if the Republic 
make it to England, there are 
those m Ireland who would like 
him to announce publicly that 
it will be his swansong. That way, 
the legend could stay intact 

REPUBLIC OF RELAfO (pro bate; 4-4-2): 

A Miy (SMWd United); B Kefly (Leeds), 
Meant* (Aeon Vtfc), Komafhan, Ma 
(both Manchester City): McAteei; Babb 
(both LfuerpooO, Ttaer naa od. Staunton (both 
Arson Via): Qub« Wanchosar Cby). A kfcfctge 
(tranraere). 



Water works: the Republic’s Phil Babb drinks deep yesterday 


Depleted Wales try to defy the odds 

- -■ • - -■ • «•. — — — tW -r~ *• -• «• -r;. . •* .-UJ- •- - . 


GUY HODGSON 


reports from Cardiff 

When Bobby Gould, the Whies 
manager, put on the tape of 
Germany’s last match he saw 
something that he described as 
frightening. The fact that the 
tape was going at twice the 
normal speed did not help, but 
even when that fault was reme- 
died the sight was only slightly 
less scary. 

Although the Germans have 
not always fired at the optimum 
rate during their European 
Championship qualifying cam- 
paign - notably last April when 
i hey'- drew 1-l with Whies in 
Dusscldorf - they’ did bn Sun- 


day when they slaughtered 
Moldova 6-1. On Gould’s tape, 
even when Jfirgen Klinsmann 
and company gpt slower the 
goals still accumulated rapidly. 

“It was recorded on fait for- 
ward wind,” he said. “Everyone 
was moving at 200mph- Fright- 
ening. We haven’t shown the 
players any of it yet. but we 
might just show them the 
Moldovan goal so they can go 
out with PMA - positive men- 
tal attitude.” 

The feet that WWes can leave 
the dressing-room at Cardiff 
Anns Park tonight^ with anything 
but an inferionty complex is a 
compliment to Gould who, if 
nothing else, has brushed away 
the gloom that descended on 


the squad during Mike Smith’s 
time in charge. That was 
achieved with a win over 
Moldova last month, their first 
success in a year, but beating 
Germany is a different matter. 

Gould equated theprospect 
to Wimbledon’s FA Cup final 
win over Liverpool in 1988. “It 
would be up there with the 
finest moment of my manage- 
rial career," he said. “Like win- 
ning the lottery, you couldn’t 
imagine it until it happened.” 

As with the lottery, the odds 
of winning are not great Wiles 
are without six players, includ- 
ing the injured Ian Rush and 
Mark Hughes, and it win be an 
unfamiliar line-up tonight in 
terms of personnel and postion. 


-r~ -• r 

Stephen Jenkins, of Swansea, 
will make his debut while Mark 
Bowen, Nathan Blake and Gary 
Speed fill roles they normally 
leave to others at club level in 
a 5-5-2 formation that will rely 
for forward impetus on swift 
breaks by Ryan Giggs and Dean 
Saunders. 

Bowen will play at sweeper, 
a position he comfortably filled 
for Norwich against In- 
temazicmale in the Uefa Cup 
two years ago, while Speed will 
operate as a wing back on the 
left The most surprising 
change* however, is of Blake, a 
striker with eight goals this sea- 
son for Sheffield United, who 
becomes a midfield player. 

Gould wanted to buy Blake 


when he was manager at 
Coventry and, as a conse- 
quence, is more aware of his 
adaptability than most “Tve 
seen him play centre-back, 
centre-forward, left wing and 
now midfield," he said. 

“If Nathan gee hold of his 
ability and lakes it in the right 
direction he could be something 
a lot of people would enthuse 
about Td like to lock him in a 
room with Ryan Giggs for a 
week and let him Learnhow that 
young man performs under 
pressure week in, week out" 

Hake is more likely to be 
locked in a midfield test of 
skills where Thomas Hassler and 
Dieter Eihs wiD probably throw 
away the key. The Germans 


Norwegians rescued by Lund Scots scramble for starting roles 


footway .Uhder-21 . 2 

England Under-21 ■ 2 


Despite pfoyfog against 10 men 
fora&^^atf the match. Eng- 
hmd'iyiiingst c rs were held to 
a 2-2 fry. their Norwegian 
counj^^rts in last night’s 
Under® I international fnend- 
fymSte&pger. - 

Nortfoyiook the lead just be- 
fore ttahbrcak through Ole 
GunnarSplskjacr, but they lost 
a man 'soon after the interval 
when Sieinar Pedersen was sent 
off for dissent. 

• Tottenham’s Sol Campbell 
shrugged offfour challenges be- 
fore equalising with a fierce shot 


' injury fears 
played down 
by Stewart 

Crictot ' " 

Alec Stewart yesterday dis- 
missed reports, that he needed 
a chedftQ on liis suspect right 
index fin'gc-’rbefore leaving with 
England on their tour of South 
'Africa next week. 

Stewart Ijtadu net at The Oral 

uiiR thefingfend baiting coach, 
John Edrich, but denied it was 
to test the finger, which he 
broke foftiie third time in 
eighiTOQjtt&fis and which 
thou kept him out of action for 
the rest of the season. 

■ **1 think there has been some 
duff information,’' the England 
vice-captain said. “U was not a 
fines test It was just a net vgtfr 
John Edrich because He is ra 
Ffloland batrihgeoach andne • 
Was having alopk-T have been 

a a! ' ..J - - rnrtfnil TiIqCI if - 



in the 62nd minute,' and Hud- 
dersfield^' r Andy Booth pot 
■England ahead with a dose- 
range strike in the 77th minute. 
However, a spectacular goal 
from Andreas Lund brought 
Norway level three minutes 
from time. 

: Uefa, European football's 
governing body, yesterday 
handed a • four-match interna- 
tional ban to the Bolton Wan- 
derers winger, Alan Thompson, 
following his sending-off in the 
European Under-21 Champ- 
ionship defeat in Portugal last 
month. 

Bookings for three more 
players— Philip Neville, Robbie 
Elliott and Chris Bart-Yriffiams 


Bucknall back 
but Dunkley 
out for England 

Basketball 

England will" be aiming to 

bounrebadLfiomlhdrc^ening- 

match disaster in. the European 
Cfu^kmship semi-final round 

when they face Estonia at the 
Granby Halls in Leicester 

tonight. 

England were thrashed 94-67 
bv Latvia in Riga on Sunday, but 
Sieve Bucknall has recovered 
■ from a hand injuiy and plays 
a gains t Estonia tonight, al- 
though Badalona’s Spencer 

Dunktey is missing owing, to a 

Tonight’s match is England's 
second m a series of 10 they will 
plm ovefiroyegs in their pod, 
\ifl8s^^^re^nations.tn^- 
of thear five 
rivals ^ bo^ add away, the ul- 
timate aimbclng'qu alification 
for the 16-nation finals in Spain 
in.iW7, 


- in the same match led to Eng- 
land receiving a £2,000. fine 
yesterday for “improper con- 
duct of the team”.. 

NOmwr UNDBW1: Ufa 00: 8 PWfanen 
(Start), K Pedecoen (Odd), Urn drawn 
(Brannj, Hal Ngoc Ttren (Kongwtngsr), 
tv Brian (Rosenborg Trondheim). Lama 
(Stabeeig. Heated, Rod, Sotefcjw (al 
Moide). Uwf (Start). SUMk fiiw 
(Bodo/Gteng for SotsMaez. 50; Aaputad 
(VWng Stronger) for UMMem, 57; KO 
FJortoO: (HcOdl fcr Laroen. 73; He«n (Ros- 
enborg) tar (verson. 89; Bfodreo (tedaCftrt) 
tor Luna 89. 

EHQLAfO UNDGR-21: D VMson (Barnsley); 
S WMson (NeraasW. -Gordon (Ciysai 
mace), Pawtre (Btaettum). CaapW flot- 
rortfem), Uorawth (Ssoncn), Roberts (Crys- 
tal Palace). BoOoefc (Wtddlesbrou^i), 
SMoportay (Souttiampron), Booth (Hudden 
ste« 9 . JoocMb o^ceatar). SoboUMoK P 
Nev«e (Menctester Uttfl tor S WBJscn, 65; 
Bowvar (CTMrfwn) forCamptel 65; KoSaod 
(Navcasde) for PotocK. 6S;Dfc«o (Queen's 
Part Rangers) for Booth. 88. 

: K Hster (DermartJ. 


John McGiniay. the Bolton 
striker, will win his ninth cap in 
the friendly against Sweden in 
Stockholm's Rasunda stadium 
and elbow his way into the bat- 
tle to become a Scotland regu- 
lar at next summer’s European 
Championship finals. 

McGiniay, who went to the 
1982 World Cup finals in Spain 
as a supporter, wants to avoid 
being left in merely a support- 
ive role next June. Ibday he 
plays alongside the recalled 
John Robertson, of Hearts. 

While Scotland are playing 
the Swedes, their fate in quali- 
fying Group Eight could be de- 
rided in Moscow where Russia 
face Greece. If the Greeks fail 


to win, Craig Brown’s ride will 
be assured of, at worst, second 
place in the group and the qual- 
ification calculations can begin. 

“I do not think there's such 
thing as a friendly game and cer- 
tainly not in our case with ii be- 
ing so important to impress the 
manager," McGiniay sad yes- 
terday. “Even just making the 
squad for the finals, if we qual- 
ify, would be great for me.” 

He and Robertson are paired 
in the absence of Ally McCoist, 
Duncan Feiguson, John Spencer 
and Aberdeen's Scott Booth 
who is in Stockholm but unfit. 
Aberdeen’s Stewart McKim- 
mie wiD play in a back-lhree sys- 
tem with Blackburn's Colin 


SPORTING DIGEST 


American football - 

London Monaitfas and . Scottish Ctsy- 
mofes, Britain's two World League rep- 
resentatives, meet at White Hart 
lane on 14 toll, the opening week- 
end of the 1996 season. Defendtrtg 
champions FranWurt Galaxy wifl begjn 
the»r campaign away to German rtvate 
Rhein Ftre inPOgeldo rf in the season’s 
curtain-raiser on 13 Aprt. 
tPNDQN MOfUBCHSe 14 Apfl v Scottish 


Dopnsu ... 

60*9JiMvqfo9mb*(aw)i35ntt.tanB 

v RhM>FBB'{MnB,'3A}- 
8C0THSH CUMMESS 14 Apifl v London 
Monarehs fom* 5J0y. 21 Apl v Bnetone 
Drawn* (horn* 3.0): 2B Apia v Ansadam 
MrMb Oxxnai 3X3): 4*wvW«in Ae 1m 
7 JOT. 11 May v FtarMLit Gate? low*, 7 JO}: 
IS Mnr v Rnein FhC flume, 3.0); 28 May v 

Gat^flwme.3.0); lSaw-vArtnats CawsK 
030); S Jure v Monarehs (hone. 3.0); 16 
jam v Dragons ia>MK 
NR: Kansas Cay 29 San Dte0) 23 (OT). 

amemcan conpsencs 
WESTERN OMSRM 

W L D PF PA 

Kansas Ob -—5 . X 
Oakland—— 6 i 

Oanvar^- 3; 3 

SanDiefia — ^ 3 


m it® 100m, 200m and long Jump, 
tewte's compatriot, Michael Johnson, 
has also asked the i n te rna tional Ama- 
aufAtHaric Federa tio n to avoid da&h- 
es In schedidng the 200m vid 400m 
so he can compete in both events. 


Basketball 

The Houston Rockets wS put America’s 
reputation on the foe fcy competing in 
the unofficial World Club Champi- 
onships at the London Arena later the 
month. The Rockets will defend the 
NB^recordofneMerhavinglosttDtdr- 
opposition as they face five other 
national champions at the McDonald's 
Championships ftwn 19-21 October. 
MCDONALD'S CHAMPXMSHP& Qame One 
(19 October): BucMer BofoeiB v Maccsa Tei 
AM» (6X1). GMDt ter. Red Madru » SheffleW 
smds BJQt Oerae three CO Ocmbe^VArv 


147 105 
183 79 
134 116 
104 114 


AtbJotfcs 

the 1996 Attants OiympttS evemto 
be enangBd so that he can compete 


ner genre one v winner am t 
(four. Perth MdcMs vfforth Mdboume (Sams 
y Houston Rochets (8.30). Rftb piece ptay- 
efff (21 October); Losefs ftme one ml ton 
(lUO); herd ptw pfoveto Uses gene Itiee 
and tax ( 2 . 0 r, Qmm i omn p ffeeb (mm 
^ne 0*89 and tour fern. 

Cricket 

are predicting a profit of 
1,000 this season - double the 
tocord they set lest year. It represents 
an astonishing turnaround by a duo 
which just a«r two years ago was fac- 
ing bankruptcy 

FdotlmS 

SUSFBiSIONS HLCartng Premknhto and 
TraWn l g i Irmiranc a Uagua PMalon One; 
Seodfcj^-Oft Wffi SoKhman (CheSea) 


thiee matches from 14 Oc tote : bn I 
wdl (Manchester CW one match from 14 0c- 
Btten David Hirer (SheffleK) Wednesday) Mo 
mafohes bom 14 October J CUndy flbttenham 
Hotspur) one match tarn 16 October, Pen 
Stnwder (Nous County) one match tram 17 
October; Mart (Mm (Vlfahes) one mKh fiom 
14 October Dam WWtehoiBe (Sheffield UhJI 
three matches from 14 October, ion Gmens 
(Portsrnjuth) one match from 14 0crobar.4l 
penatty pobitaR Ben ThaWier PAtwal) Oroa 
matches from 18 OctDtet 
TRANSFER Joe Alon (striker) Lincoln Oty to 
Harflepooi Urited. 

MONDAY’S LATE RESULTS: UMBO NO 
LEAGUE Hist DMMok Ashton Utd 2 Ather- 
ton LR 1. BOBBY SMTH TESTIMONIAL: 
Swansea CSyS 3 (D Thomas, GroObefsarpon. 
vwhw)vyaes»ipfo®ns). 


Golf 

US PGA TOUR laaifax money rtoaars (US 
utea Mated); 1G Norman (Aibi S1.567J5S 
USa2A00)i 2 LJarai SL323.168; SC Pewi 
iUJ745TSr. 4 P Jacobsen 51^14 J5 7; 5 J 
MwJnr S100M41; 6 D low S1DW.349: 
7S Qkvtgun (Aug) S9B8^S2: 8 V Singt (H|i) 
5910.713; 6 B Mnfox S84US2; 10 D Du 
vai 5791,158: u P Stowart *788319; 12 M 
Cahaveeerna 5788^02; M E Ds (SAl 
$781^90; 3A M OTuteara $780,728; 15 T 
Lehman 5753432: IS S Hoen $743,443; 17 
J Haas 5732.359: 15 N Fauo (ffi) S719EG1: 
IS B Tnay S709648; 20 K ftay 70CL068. 

Qym nasties 

WORLD CHAMnONSMPS (Saboa. Japan) 
MaafgApp a itia Ibnfo VadtelpQMBtnm 
Ato). A Nemo* (Rus) 9.756ns; 3 V SAartn 
(Beta) 9.662; 4 A Vbropaw tcjM 9.637: 5 C 
tet (Rom) 9E06: BYHonuJU (S Kod 9J50: 
7 Li XlaoEhwg (Chi 9-412 8 A bnadeacu 
Sorrfl 8312. ParaW bans lSeherbo 9S12; 
2 H Lfing (Oi) 9.7ECh 3 H Tanaka Unm) 
9.726; 4 R Chanpov (llhr) 9.700; S I henhev 
(Beta) 9.687: e |> ttmtuane 9.67S; 7 Y 
Haateda Uapan) 9.600; 8 J in-soo (S Kor) 


Hendry and Colin Calderwood 
of Tottenham. The full-backs - 
Celtic’s Tbm Boyd and 
Chelsea's Craig Burley - will 
push forward to support. 

With the Swedes lacking 
Jonas Thern and Martin 
Dahiin, Alan McLaren, of 
Rangers, could be given a mark- 
ing job on Tomas Brolin. 

Scotland are unbeaten in sev- 
en matches during which they 
have conceded onfy one goal - 
a penalty against Ecuador. 

SCOTLAND (v (Tw ade n. Stodthobn, today): 
L etedo n {Wamttrd: MnWnmifo (Aberdeen). 
Catdarwood ObOertiani). Hendry (BtacK- 
tun). aurtay (CneiseB). McABhrtar (Leeds). 
McLmn (RangBrsj, Cohira (Cefoc). Boyd 
fCdbd, (tobartm (Heert^, McGUw (Bator). 
SufastHutns: Goran (RanjmJ, McKU^r 
(Dundee United}. Nenrln (Tranmene), Jen (Ab- 
enJeem, Jackson ptfoemian). 


7n5a Hortonbd bar lAWfederfGo)8L812: 

2 Kstaheda 9,775; 3= K Doun» (But). Zhang 
Jinpn>(Ch)9.7SO;5Scneroo9.725;6NSan- 
GO (WJm) 9.687: 7 B PfW (B) 1650; 8 D Kar- 
bonerfoo (Rib) 8.925. Woman's apparatus 
floalK Beans 2 Mo HuBan (Ch) 9.900; 2= L 
(fodtopayew fijfo). D Mocesru (US) 9837: 4-> 
S M ter (US) 9.737. A Mannescu (Rom) 
9.737; 6 D Kochetova (Rusi 9.7»; 7 Qvc 
* (Ch) 9^25: BE Groshea Ptog) 9JB2. Ran: 
1G &3^ai ffftsm OSCSi 2 Jl Uya (Oil a675: 

3 L Fvjmcn (ft) 9.625; 4 Mo Hdtan 9.600; 6 
J Juana (Sp) 9.462; 6 SAmarer (Rom) 9437; 
T- Moceanu, PMtooayeva (Uo) 9XB7. 

RKAL MEDALS TABLE 
Gold SBver 


China 

Ukraine — 

3 

—3 
3 


2 


2 

Germany — ■ 

— 1 








ftance 



Bronze 
1 
1 
3 
1 
1 
0 
0 

0 

1 
1 
2 
1 


Ice hockey 

IM: Breton 5 Btffoto 3: Wknpeg 4 Anaheim 
3; Cobndo S Pmsbutfi 5 (OH; Debot 5 %n- 
C0UVBT3. 


Rugby League 

HAUBUC WOfBD CW> 8rwip Tim fl*Wsn 
pm^wses (12) 28, France (0) 8. Wtoam 
UaaSMan 3, Dmerauc. Hams; Boala Davos 
3 l Hams. France TlyTbrwSes; Goal Bangiet. 

Speedway 

ACADEMY LEAflt^ SRAM) P«X Smwrth 
and llnl mend: (Exatar): Bettndr 24 Bur- 
ton 22; Devon A 21 Devon B 19; Stoke IS 
SramgicumB 7; Unamgj* 5 UfirtertiaM. Fl- 


it has been a topsy-turvy qual- 
ifying campaign for next sum- 
mer’s European Championship 
in England. It is not onen that 
a team lose to Luxembourg and 
then emerge as the favourites 
to win their group and qualify 
automatically. 

That, however, is just what 
the Czech Republic have done 
this year. In June they lost 1-0 
in Luxembourg, but since that 
embarrassment they have tak- 
en four points off Norway and, 
with just a home game against 
Luxembourg to come, are well 
placed to take Group Five. 

This section should produce 
the most gripping of all the con- 
cluding group matches on 15 
November, the Netherlands at 
home to Norway. If the Dutch 
beat Malta in 'Valletta tonight 
and then beat the Norwegians, 
and the Czechs gain their re- 
venge against Luxembourg, 
Chechoslovakia and the Nether- 
lands will finish first and second 
while Norway, leaders at pre- 
sent, will be out. 

The winners of the eight 
groups will book their tickets to 
England but the second-placed 
finishers will be at the mercy of 
a complex grading system de- 
vised by Uefa (see below). Six of 
the eight runners-up go through 
while the other two lace a play- 
off at Anfield in December. ’ 

In Group One, Romania 


Euro ‘96 


(ta-mip One . - 

RmMk bia# 2 Poland 1: SkMtas 0 Ranee 
Or ffomartB3 AttrbateD 0: Ftanoa 0 Romania 
Klara 12 SHMMB2; Wart lAaiteyw OCRs- 
nrapa 3 Skaotta ft Itotond D Fined <t Azar- 
bten 0 tott aLAraroraan 0 ftnra 2£ ttraol 
l&natUB !Mtomanfe2 Mandl; tesriOftance 
0rStoMM4Ma|Bi a: MM4kra>S: Aar 
bMnin»tora4;ftBiw4StouaUB ttMafo 
59DM%RDn«te2lcar£ft»teinitod 
1: Atortuqvi 0 SforoMs u FrwvpolO Anbai- 
Jnft Sfovtfda ikoNOttelinaOitonunu 0. 

: r'w d l!p am* 

_B 5 3 0 15 6 .18 
JO 3.6.0a7 -114 
JB :3 3 2 13 8.22.- 
,S 3 2 .0 30 XS 12 
-8 a 1 - 3. 3 11 IX ' • 
O- 'O J8 


Rupert Metcalf 

analyses a complex 
set of possibilities on 
the road to Euro '96 

need one point at home to 
Ftance tonight to ensure qual- 
ification. Second place will be 
closely contested by Franco, 
Poland and maybe Slovakia - 
one of these three could well 
end up at the Anfield play-off. 

Spain and Denmark have 
booked top-two places in 
Group *Rvo - Belgium and the 
rest are out. Spam will win the 
section tonight if they avoid de- 
feat in Copenhagen. Switzer- 
land and Turkey are assured of 
the top two places in Group 
Three - the other section which 
is likely to send a team to An- 
field. Sweden, World Cup semi- 
finalists last year, are out. 

It will require a series of up- 
sets to prevent Croatia and It- 
aly filling the (op two berths in 
Group Four. Group Six is so 
dose that fifth-placed Northern 
Ireland could still finish second. 
Portugal will win the section if 
they beat Austria tonight Bul- 
garia and Germany have se- 
cured the top two slots in Group 
Seven while, again, only a most 
unlikely sequence of results 
can prevent Russia and Scotland 
doing likewise in Group Eight. 


WO L F A Mi 

6 2 1 17 4 20 

5 3 1 18 6 18 

4 2 2 16 5 34 

3 0 6 3 18 9 

2 1 5 6 13 7 

0 2 8 2 IS 2 


CwchRap. 


ctonUftMab v Nnnenarete 
e. 12J138IMB vBBtans. 



MHNrigJtaMra'nrapcffanra 

toraKArartafrrc SkwSEv pefoUBdUff; 
SkMMi vflpraacta: ftwto*n vMraft R»c«. 


Photograph: Empics 


have, not surprisingly, named 
the same ride that beat Mold- 
ova with Klinsmann as captain. 

The former Tottenham play- 
er missed a number of chances 
on Sunday, including a second- 
half penalty which, on the basis 
of ligh tning not striking in the 
same place twice, is probably 
ominous for Wales. “If you 
move around a lot as a striker,” 
the German said of English- 
style defences yesterday, “that 
creates a lot of confusion." 
MALES (3-5-2); Soothafl (Bwiton); Symons 
(Manchester United). Bowen iNoranch), 
MeMto (Suretedand); Janldns (Swansea). 
Blake (Sheffield United). Horae (Evenon). 
Pentetaeo (Sheffield Wednesday). Speed 
(Leeds); am (Manchester United), Sn> 
dam tQatetesareyl. 

BERMAN* A Kfipte; M Babb el. C 2 egp, S 
Reund, T Hebnet M Sarrmei; A Mder. D Bs, 
J Ktfrsmam, T H&sslec H Hertrch. 


fttiopTup 

I k mi te Cfina X Spam 2; Atecatonla 1 Dra- 
Medi 1; Beran 2 Arams ft Amenta 0 Qgme 
tt0Bnnwk38eMM( S Mv^forieOSiran 2 i 
BM»n 1 MaoraoiAi 3; SpBfo'30BW*k 0; 
I^swt2 Annontoft BNBunlSiMm4;MBce- 
donro 3 Cjrrra ctitoue 1 
M»uml;AtmBtoDSpa»n2;DerenaAliitaoe- 
donta O; Bo^uib' 2 Cjtm Ct Anneoto 2 Hood- 
tonleJtUkadonB^Bo^uraSiSpMrlAitrientt. 
Dr Desnrak ACjpros ft Areirota 0 Oeoradi 2:. 
Batfiin I Denonr3;Sdam BCrauft Mece- 
doMolAimeqkr2:AoiwnkOto|euirL2. .. 

P ».'d- L-=F ' *«». 

».^1 O 21 3 22 
l.VJI- 2.-115 .7 IT 
4-2 3 18 12. 14 
•<.8 -4 8 14. 8 
12 6 4.14 S- 
V 2 5‘ * 18 .8 

a: foadght DoOtelvV SpMrv: 
ftprravMooedBfcMJ^£^oiijs*BdpjK 
(*nrnpfcvAjm«n« Spa«f'rM*cedoo)e. .• 


ivBetous.; 
3UL85C«l)ikputecvliM<nbou(SNeihcr- 
krefovNonera 


Qroup Stx 

Ik iiin TKi tii n Uliiiii 1 Tki inn i i i ii b i 1; I irrtT 
enstate 0 Austria 4; NcnMtn MM l fonupl 
2;ira»ORek4)ico(befond3;Uaalft)Ru- 
68 3; RfoiiAie ar betand 4 Uicnaanfn 0; Aus- 

ins 1 NonMm betand 2j Ponusd 1 Aunne 0; 

2 7T - tJ - UecMBMun 0 Unto 1: Northern Mena 0 Re- 
•Mian ’ w4aeoftetofo4;Ponirad8 U BCniBnsM>iQ;Hfr. 

puHc affceteid 1 Nanhem Inknd 1; Ausdb S 
lete* Of irate D Nortwn Mena 1; Auora 7 
Uedteraran 0; Reputto oT Mend 1 ftetugal 0 : 
Tforiunl 3 irate Z UeeMrasetn 0 ReputUr of 
tetand ft Norttwn brand 1 Lfltea * Repute 
of MM l Aunts to UteMenm o Rraral 
7; irate 3 NflOk % Pumraii 1 Norotem bkaod 
3i Altera 3 tepflfcof Hknd 1; Lane 1 Ueco- 
a 

> w 


23S-. 

£K? 


_8 


6 
S 
4 
4 

.._8 3 
_9 0 


8 

-9 


D L Y APIs 

1 1 25 6 IB 
0 3 25 8 IS 

2 2 15 7 14 
D 5 10.18 12 
2 3 11 12 11 
18 1 SB 1 



Grpap Three 

rawttw- Hmtaiy 2 'tatoy 2 ; foefond 
;SNtotefond4 Minfo lntey 8. 
Md« ZHanrary 0; S muadarw j_i 


n raateA ^ Bmui a*. TbBjgn Hekraa otheland 
» irate; Austrte vPortute* UecMenEteh vNonh- 
•artteieite: 35JU8fttti«i y RepUbfic d te 
fond; MMhenUnknd v Auffia. 

GroupSevett 

NhuRk Waies3 Afoank 0: Geow 0 MoKte 
;BU09rta2Q 


-ra n Moldon 3 MWm 2; BUeMalZ Georas 0: 
Brarate4UoMDMl;Gran6ttelnRMw- 
ma 1 Cemwiy 2; Wales 0 Butara S; MoUova 
P Gannany 3: ABrate 0 Geafc 1; Canrany 2 
Atate l; Aim 3 Motto* 0; BuMtee 3 W!to 
1: Get*0a 0 Germany £ 2 flfoana 0; 

Alektoa OBtdEtea 3: Gerowny 1 Vtefes l: Bui- 


OSandm ' 
0 ! 

foekndO; 


Vtoy lStecwtanfl 2:TW^2 S*ateol;Hm- 

g*y23etertnd2 “ “ 

1 S»*xVn 0; S 
2 Mifjem 1; Iceland 0 Steteafond ft Saoden 


2SatetlM£iN«ra>**>- 

;Swlen lkteandblcteand ” 4 AwU. 


ro-.un«y2Huf ! g«ya. 

■' PW:D. L.. r API* 

SutezMknd ^: 7 *21 12 7 « 

4 t 1-14 8 13 
Wnitea • . .7 2 2 3 7 B - 8 

H rara n r t - — _.~e i'a 3. eio s 

I ce l a nd -—; 6 114 all 4 

aera a trai f Ifoara tefot Swazjrttnd v 
Itegry, Iceland wtmtey. 11-1198 tiungw* 
iom me. «.ii.i>s snbwi 

firoup Four 

Ikaulk i Ewna» 0 Cweta 2: Btotne 0 Uhue- 
nie 2: SdJwnlB 1 way 1; Estcno D Itt^r 2; Oa-^ 
W 2 Lohranta Or (Arabia 0 Skxena 0; Ukmw 
3ErtrtBCESloue«aiuthuBrB2:iB^lCroo- 
U*2;lk(|>4E>wil8l:Oeate4UisteMO;Utfwft- 
■da OCroara 0; Stomte 3 Bsonb 0; (M^w 0 
tte72: Btone 0 (Maine 1; Unarra Otody t 
Coara2SteenaO;Uhinrea2S)Menei;Ee- 
nte lSteou a Uolne 1 Cafora 0: Esrona 
0 Laura. liOraKte 7 Enina stray 1 Suva- 
rteti; Uffuarte 1 tifoslne 3; Croeda 1 n»V 1. ' 
P W O L F A R> 


0: Gwmany 6 Moktova 1. 

PWDL F APS 
—8 7 1 0 22 5 22 

— 8 6 1 1 22 8 19 

— S 4 0 4 10 B 32 

—9 2 1 6 9 15 7 

— 8 2 1 5 7 16 7 

MeUcm 9 2 0 T 8 25 0 


emeu* - 

-3 

6 2 

1 20 -4 20 


— a 

5 2 

1 13 S 17 

tkteratte — 

B 

4 1 

3 8 8 13 

Off*** 

8 

4 -J 

3 B 913 


B 

2 2 

4 3 A 8 

rateofa; 

9, 

0 0 

9 3 20 0 


_ th&nc WW Wales v Oar- 
many: Braga* Butena. 15JL18B Germany v 
BuRwm; Akarte times; Moidma v Geasa. 

Group Eight 

IteHMt Firtend 0 ScoHand 2 ; Faroe Manas l 
Greece 5; Oeece 4 Finland 0;Scoctmd 5 Faroe 
tatands 1; Ruera 4 SankUnnoa FMm 5 San 
Mart® 0: Faroe Mends 0 Owes 2: Scodand 1 
RuaOa 1; rrtard4 San Mjsvj 1: Gh«» 1 Gcxx 
and 0: Ruses 0 Scotland 0: Sst Mare 0 Hn- 
bnd 2t Geeee 0 Russia 3; San MaOno 0 Satand 
2: Faroe teanos 0 FWand 4; Russia 3 Faroe is- 
lands 0: Fane Itenfe 3 San Mam 0; Faroe 
. Isbnfo 0 Scodand 2: Sen Manna 0 Ri&u 7: 
FWand 2 Greece V Scodand 1 Greece O; F«- 
bnd 0 Russa 6: Scodand intend ft Fane Is- 
fcne 2 Russia 5; San Merero 0 Greece 4. 

P W D L F APIs 

toMto 8 6 2 0 29 3 20 

K o oO ra d— 9 6 2 1 14 3 20 

- Greece 8 5 0 3 17 7 15 

F l o Me d 8 5 0 4 17 15 15 

FteelslBodi 8 1 0 7 7 29 3 

3 0 0 8 1 28 0 


umbrae flume: M0I Stem v OraWs 
uamm * Estonia, mi.au mb’ * Uteane. 
13 -1.1 .08 Sfoiette vQosa; laf v uthuane. 

QraupFfve 

mu Hu. CaachBepablta 8 Mete 3,-LuernOouis 
0 Nohedend* 4; Noturarl BeforosO; Beteus 
2 UperaOouaO; Money 1 Net terte nrfc 1,’MaA- 
a O Caech tote 0; 8etaii» 0 Norway 4; - 
NWhodonmocseeb Ropnbacti;MaiaONoi- 
•ra fo NKteltoids 5 luarrhouraa MetaOLut- 
BmOourg 1: Croon RepubUo 4 BeteOJi 2; 
Ueernboura 0 Moray 4 Netherlands 4 Mem' 
0; BawueiMetal:CzachHepubBc3Netner. 
l*fX»l;NDr«y5 Uaernocusgt^ ftoru^Z Mai- • 
ta 0: UHtebooM ICach Rouble 0; Belarus 

IMeOiert an teOrTtoreisy lCach Wapjtee 1;- 

C»* ReputHc 2 ffomrejrOtLirarrtJouE 1 M&- 
ta ft NNhertanto 1 Batarm 0; Belana 0 each 
neix«c2. 


j te edW Atone: toeddht Ru&u * Greece; 
San Uadno « Fane Uands. 15LU8S Soonand 
v San Madno; Rude v FWand; Greece v Faroe 


Ihe finals 


. R»lhal«aoe«Mbnbfeyon 30Ajtie. 
Er^nd, ra hosts, quafliy aurenwtkWV ftr (he 

teefotetf Oomart. (hoMden, Jo not 

7te e%te0taro rainere quaMi. as do me te tetf 
teoaoJ-pmced tuna. The nxmkaig wo sec- 
om H raoBrfroreneeffoayotraiWieM. u«r 
poo( onl3 Cecanoer nr me lflto tisf pace 

aidiefheb. 

Vow rooms itaftfcief on poWs. Aeresuteor 
the M> tomes fietween tr» woes concerned nm 
UMftTnfopbca^nMjjrtiffitoence. The or 
ttarorffia teeondpterodNMBkM&e detotnned 
at die end oMne gusAVne cournanient and b 
tend on resra teaawd the tet t**d 

and fouOvpiaced wrens m each (pup. 


nte aftregats seoraE Beneek 157, BuOon 
148. Stoke 9L SttmtfMurne 88. LrWhSrw 
75. MDdenhaO 66. Devon 62, Oueiand 43. 

Tranis 

Andre Agassi, the world Not has with- 
drawn from the Lyon Open, wWcft 
stsns on 16 Octobet The Auoraian Open 
(janpion has not recowrad fiwn a chest 
muscle iryuiy he sustameti during the 
Davis Cup semi-final Dm weeks ago. 
SEIKO MEN’S SUPER TOURNAMENT 
(Tokyo) Stages First Roend: C CorotO (It) 
bt S Draper (Aus) 6-3 7-6; J Bates iGB) bt 
B Shelton (US) 6-7 7-6 7-5; H DraeWnent) 
(Get) » S Matsuoka Uapan) 5-3 6-3; J Start 
(US) btL Rehmam (Get) 6-3 8-2; M Pt»H>- 
pousas (Aus) U A Mronz (Gar) 6*3 6-3. Sec- 
ond Rome J Ehn^i (Nath) tn T Ho (US) 4-6 
6-3 6-2: K Carton (Den) tt A Kflctotan (USj 

6- 4 6-0; ft Furtan (It) bt S Stole (Als) 5*3 3* 

6 6-1: G hortsevic (Croai K l Gtarta (US) 6* 

7 6A 7-6; R Kraiseh tNeth) te Afffinen (US) 

7- 5 7-6: J Hlasek (SwrtJ bt P McEnroe (US) 
7-63-6 7-6. DwUmFMRmimKCB only): 
ARiciiaidsonandOSapafoitiMGMourmi- 
ra end T Sato Japan) 6-1 7-5;hBniaewcand 
Matsuoka nr Batra and T Henman 7-6 6-3; 
S Edbera and H Hotan (Swe) bt A Foster and 
ft Smrtfi i Bah) 6-3 6-3. 


FOOTBALL RESULTS 


UNDBK21 INTERHAnONAL FTHEWH3f 

Noway (1 _2 England (0) 3 

SoB^eer 41 Carr^sbrt 62 2.64Q 

Lund 97 Booto 77 

M « Mfem. SBu&i&r. Nonfat's 

Strinof Pedersen sent off, 47) 
BMOPEANaNDBMlC H AW nONSnr GHMi 
One (Atodod): bad 4 Aasnaijan 0; {Bucharrat): 
ftoreana b Ram (k (niraafo Stawitea FdUi 
L Brora Paw {VMm): UOuann 3 Estonre 0. 
Orenp Berao (Ib«*^ Georoa 1 Butgane 2. 
AVON MSURANC£ C0M8MM0N rtrat DM- 
etec Watford 3 Arsenal 4. 


MEWS CZECH REPUBLIC WDOOR TOUR- 
NAMEHT (Ostrava) Singles first round; W 

Ferreira ISA] K O Juredte iCr Repl 6-1 

6- 4; } Ufimrit (Noth) bt i Fiona (Ate) 3-6 

7- 5 7-6: PKuhnen (Gen bt G Ru&edsta iGB) 
1-66-3 7-6 

COREL CHAMPIONS OVER-35 EVStToaton 
heed, SO Fkret: J Connor, (US) bt B Bert 
(See) 6-3 4-6 6 3. 

WOMEM'S POBSCHEQRANDPRtX(FBder- 
stedt. Got) Singes Oral round: S Appeteiana 
(BeU to S Hat* (Gert 6-4 6- 1; J Halard (Fn bt 
M W eng&nner (Ger) 7-5 6-1: N Jierewa (Beta) 
bt M Hn0s (Sen) 64 64; B ScWb-McCbiOw 
(N eth) bt L Raymond (USl 6-4 7-5. 

UA AUTUHI SAimiTE (BbnhMbMrt) Sec- 
ond round: G MantH (Auti 01 E Heusancr (Frl 
84 6-4; P Kuhn (SA) bt J Fta (GB) 6-4 7-5; 
R Koereg (SAl bt T Hand (GB) 6-2 6-2; B Cow- 
an (GB) tx P Hand (GBi 63 7-6; I Heuben 
er (S*« H N Waal (G8) 6-3 7-6: 5 Mana iSmti 
bt S HocnmeT (Nathl 4-E 7-6 6-1: C Beecher 
(GB) bt N Gould IGBI 7-8 4-6 6-4; S HcnSoca 
(US) bt S Bandermam (Gert 6-4 6-4. 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

2m 

The profit in US dollars (£L2m) 
that Sweden had expected to 
mate from this summers World 
Athletics Championships in 
Gothenburg. Instead, they were a 
financial flop which yesterday led 
tDtheresignatjonofBemtGroon. 
the Sredsh federation chairman. 
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7 used to hate watching rugby league on television. 

slow and just dreadful, and we all thought it was a joke sport 

MARTIN OFFIAH on what changed his mind ^ 




■so 



Jamie Redknapp (right) contributes to the conspiracy to keep the ball away from Gary Pallister (third from right) during England's training session in Norway yesterday 


Photograph: David Ashdown 


Venables ends experimental era 


Football 

GLENN MOORE 
reports from Oslo 

Continuity is what football man- 
agers strive for above all else. 
From it flows understanding, 
consistency and, so the theory 
goes, success. 

However, it is also the most 
elusive feature of the interna- 
tional game. The chance of the 
same 11 men avoiding injury, 
loss of form and other domes- 
tic difficulties for a whole month 
is slim indeed. 

It is five years since England 
fielded an unchanged side - it 
was in the first two matches un- 
der Graham Taylor. Against 
Norway tonight, Terry Ven- 
ables is able to send out a team 
with only three changes -a lev- 
el of continuity unsurpassed in 
21 internationals since the 
spring of 1993. 

Stuart Pearce comes in for 
the injured Graeme Le Saux, 
Paul Gascoigne’s groin injury 
lets in Robert Lee, and Gary 
Pallister, injured for the draw 
with Colombia, replaces Steve 
Howey, who is himself injured. 

That these changes are all en- 
forced is significant It appears 
the time for experimenting is al- 
most over. “Given the players 
available I would have picked 
the same team if this was a com- 
petitive match," Venables said. 

That suggests Gary Neville is 
now ahead of Rob Jones at 
right-back, David Seaman is 
confirmed as the No 1 goal- 
keeper, and Alan Shearer, de- 
spite failing to score for 
England in more than a year, re- 


mains the preferred centre-for- 
ward. Put Graeme Le Saux 
and Paul Gascoigne back, add 
Darren Anderton for Dennis 
Wise or Steve McManaman, 
and, maybe, David Platt for 
Jamie Redknapp, and you have 
Venables’ ideal XI. Peter 
Beardsley is injured, but Nick 
Barm by may well retain his 
place when he recovers. 

The positions of Barm by. 
Redknapp and Neville will ob- 
viously be strengthened by a 
good performance tonight. So 
will McManaman’s claims. Af- 
ter three substitute appear- 
ances and a first start against 
Colombia, he has the chance to 
establish himgplf. 

“It is time for me to stamp my 


authority on the game," the 23- 
year-old said yesterday. “There 
are only so many times you ran 
come on as a substitute and do 
welL I have been in the squad 
for a while and played my first 
full game. I should now be able 
to express myself. If you want 
to achieve things you should aim 
to be the star player whichever 
team you play for." 

McManaman will start on the 
left. “It is not the free role I have 
at Liverpool. It is more of a 
wide-midfield-cum-winger, but 
it is a position I have played in 
maw times.” 

“1 expect Him to give us 
width when he can," Venables 
said, adding, “but if be cannot 
find space on the wing he has 
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licence to go and find the ball 
and show us what he can do. I 
want him to attack them.” 

It is a young side; even with 


the addition of Pearce’s 59 caps 
the average is 15. Four players 
are under 24 and the miVffe».M 
five (Bannby will play just be- 
hind Shearer) have made 20 ap- 
pearances between them. 

But, while it may be raw in 
parts, this team is full of 
promise. Who wQl be around to 
realise it is, however, still a mat- 
ter of debate. 

The weekend report that 
VmaWeswasapproaaiedbyln- 
ternazionale has been swiftly 
followed by a denial from the 
Italian club. However, theltal- 
ians have good reason to deny 
the story, they are expected to 
appoint Roy Hodgson, Switzer- 
land’s Eqglish-born coach, as 
their new coach tomorrow. 


And even if they axe telling 
the truth it does not mean En- 
ables was not approached. A 
third party could well have in- 
quired as to his availability 
with, or without, die knowledge 
of Inter. This is the most like- 
ly situation. 

Whatever the truth, and Ven- 
ables said he would discuss the 

kme fiirthw after this at- 

titudes within the FA are un- 
likely to change. . 

The team themselves seem 
unconcerned. They are con- 
centrating on what is only their 
second away match under Ven- 
ables. The first, in Dublin, nev- 
er even readied half-time but, 
in the 27 minutes played, Eng- 
land looked very uncomfortable 


Hauge involved in Bohinen transfer 


Lars Bohinen, who lines up for 
Norway against England in Oslo 
tonight, yesterday admitted that 
the controversial agent Rune 
Hauge. whose “gift?’ brought 
George Graham down at Arse- 
nal, was heavily involved in his 
cut-price £750,000 move from 
Nottingham Rarest to Blackburn. 

The Football Association are 
preparing to forward details of 
the move to Fifa for their in- 
spection. “There is nothing il- 
legal or anything for Blackburn 
to worry about," Bohinen said. 
“It was natural for me to speak 
to him for different reasons - 
he’s Norwegian, he has done all 
the Norwegian transfers to Eng- 
lish football for the last lOyears 
and he's very good at this game. 


“I know all about George 
Graham and that Hauge is not 
a licensed agenL But that doesn’t 
mean I can't ask him for advice. 
I used an official D anish Fife 
agent and he can use anybody he 
wants for advice. It’s not illegal, 
Blackburn cannot be fined or 
suspended or anything like that.” 

A Fifa spokesman, Keith 
Cooper, confirmed that the 
world governing body are wait- 
ing for the documentation re- 
garding the Bohinen transfer to 
reach them. “You should not 
build this up too much," he said. 

“We've simply become aware 
through the media that a cer- 
tain person - Rune Hauge - ap- 
peared to be involved in tins 
deal. We need to find out how 


directly he was involved. If the 
player went to Hauge and asked 
him to negotiate the transfer 
and Hauge said, ‘No, 1 can’t be- 
cause Fm not allowed to, so I 
suggest you deal with another 
agent’, we can’t hold anything 
against Mr Hauge. That would 
have been the absolute correct 
and honest thing to do.” 

Forest, meanwhile, are giving 
a month’s trial to the Por- 
tuguese international Antonio 
Pacheco. The 29-year-old, twice 
a European Cup finalist with 
Benfica, is available on a free 
transfer, having bought out his 
contract with Sporting Lisbon. 

The former England de- 
fender Russell Osman is to sue 
Bristol City for wrongful dis- 


missal - titing the fact that they 
have not improved since he left. 
Osman was originally thoug ht 
to have come to an out of court 
settlement with, the club after 
planning to take them to a tri- 
bunal following his sacking as 
manager last November. 

But; last night Osman an- 
nounced he was to sue the club 
to recover money he believes is 
due to him under the contract 
he had at the Second Division 
club. He still had 19 months of 
his contract to run when he was 
dismissed. 

The Newcastle striker Paul 
Kitson win be out of action for 
the next six weeks after under- 
going an operation for a hernia 
mjury yesterday. 


The former England striker 
Clive Allen is on the look-out 
for his 1 1th dub after being re- 
leased following justthree ap- 
pearances for Carlisle United m 
the Second Division. 

Birmingham have signed the 
teenage winger Stove Barnes for 
£70,000 from the \huxhall Con- 
ference side Wiling, from whom 
they also signed Steve Finnan, 
now a first-team regular. 

Barry Lavety, St Mirren’s 
Scotland Under-21 striker, has 
foiled a random drugs test car- 
ried out by the dub. But Lavety 
will escape punishment by the 
Scottish Football Association as 
the chug is not performance-en- 
hancing. “It is a social drug,” his 
manager, Jimmy Bone, said. 


at the back. Similar problems 
had appeared during travels 
with his predecessor; of their last 
12 completed matches over- 
seas England have won only in 
San Marino and TUricey. 

“Playing away S?ves me a 
chance to find out if we enjoy 
defending," Venables said. “At 
Wembley we have to deal with 
counter-attacking. Here is a 
team that will take the game to 
us.” 

Norway, whoindudesix Pre- 
miership players, will be a stem 
test. Although their fourth place 
in die world standings makes a 
mockery of that list, they are ef- 
fective and organised. 

They give a debut to 20- 
year-old Tbre Flo, the younger 
brother of Sheffield United’s 
Jostein, but are otherwise ex- 
perienced. This is a ade that has 
developed together. Every oth- 
er player has at least 20 caps 
and, apart from Flo, and 32- 
year-old ErikTharetvedt, all are 
aged 25 to 29, the peak years for 
a footballer. 

England could be in a simi- 
lar position in a few years’ 
time. For now several members 
of the team are stiD learning and 
they will be happy with a draw. 
It should not be beyond them. 
Biit, with Dublin again in mind, 
one hopes that it is their per- 
formance, good or bad, that is 
the centre of attention tomor- 
row. 

NOHMMT (4-3-3): TtnntMdt (fcnenham); 
Lofcon (Rosenborg), R Jcta w n (BesMasj). 
Bait (Blackburn), B famafcy (Lwaipooq: 
Boktaa (Bbcttwm). RataM (Dana), Leon- 
hardsan (Wimbledon); T Ho CDomsD), 
FJorte* (MKkSesbitxjtfi). Jakobsen (Roson- 
bgt>.S a h » i to tBa : &oda»aB utii o aiO ,Haa- 
tend (Notungiam Forest), E Johnson 
(Qieisea). SolMhhtn (LBesdoem), BretflnMc 
(Rosenborg)- 


Clubs go 
it alone 
in talks 
with TV 


Rugby Union 

STEVE BALE 


Having formed themselves into 
a limited company, English Fin* 
Division dubs are already - 
quite separately from the Rugby 
Football Union- talking to tele- 
vision companies so they cm at 
least get some idea of how much 
money they will have to finance 
a professional game next season. 

Par from being as emollient 
about their stand-off with the 
RFU as Tony Halleu, the 
union’s secretary, the clubs are 
growing increasingly impatient 
for their governing body to 
come up with figures or let them 
gel on with it. 

With parallel developments 
taking place in Whies- and 
France, and even the Scots 
chibs growing disillusioned, talk 
of dubs attempting to proceed 
independently is less fanciful 
than it once appeared. “It’s 
over-alarmist to predict a split 
but we must know that if it came 
to the crunch we could do it - 
and they must know that if it 
came to the crunch we would do 
it,” Pder Wheeler, the president 
of Leicester, said yesterday. 

Wheeler isin regular contact 
with Hallett on behalf of the 
First Division dubs, who have 
declined to take a formal part 
in the RFU's commission on 
professionalism and instead arc 
drawing up their own proposals. 
“We strongly believe it’s going 
to be in both the union’s and the 
dubs’ interest for us to he doing 
things together," Wheeler said. 

“But we desperately need to 
know as quickly as possible 
what income the dubs are going 
to get next year from the com- 
petitions in which the)' play, be- 
cause in the meantime other 
dubs can come in and pick off 
our players. We are sitting here 
with players who arc being 
made ail sorts of offers and it’s 
very unsettling." 

.The, introduction of Sir John 
Hall's millions into Newcastle 
is the principal cause of Wheel- 
er’s concern, making it a neat 
irony that the dubs arc using Sir 
John's business acumen in their 
various negotiations. 

The dubs see entry into a 
European competition next sea- 
son as an essential means of 
underwriting professionalism 
and are concerned that the 
tension souring relations be- 
tween the RFU and the rest of 
the Five Nations may yet block 
English participation. 

“I’m not sure whether the 
European competition isn't just 
a pawn in the RFU’s game." 
Wheeler said. “But wt* need 
there to be a European com- 
petition because of the income 
it can generate, even if the 
union doesn’t like the way it is 
set up." 
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ACROSS 

I Home fissure for City 
(4) 

3 Standard fails badly in 24 
Wagner work (8) 

.drug, pl» 
up (8-7) 

II Heavenly time! (9) 

12 Leicester undeveloped, 26 
almost? (4) 


10 Night drug, please, to be 25 
made up 
nlv 


13 Government depart- 
ment feed NECbadl 
O) 1 


15 Twiggy's pub in divine 
situation (6) 2 

17 Ingredient of hummus, 
a thin mixture, put be- 4 
fore one (6) 5 

19 Party-ieaaer feel bitter 

these days? (7) 6 

20 Youth, for example, lies 
about (4) 


Severely criticise a 7 
bank-cashier, say, with a 
cigar (9) 

One takes all the time 8 
in the world (15) 
Destination, having dri- 
ven in the Cotswolds? 9 
(5-3) 

Bird m the water, natu- 14 
rally (4) 

16 

DOWN 

Graduate’s late in this 18 
sham condition (8) 
lifting the foot that is 19 
shorter (5) 

Speech in the house (7) 22 
Instruction to players - 
lay on line! (5-9) 23 

Get unfair treatment as 
ballerina with no solo 
parts? (9) 


Doh in the French style 
of stringed instrument 
( 4 ) 

It happens price is af- 
fected in the training 
period (14) 

Popular team incarcer- • 
ated (6) 

Some paving the way in 
fog-lane, maybe (9) 

Test rain affected, is put 
into difficulties (8) 

Ask earnestly for fairy- 
tales (7) 

Fair of names in Open 
reaching flag? (6) 

Oriel floundering in riv- 

%% pay unopened 
for a very long tune? (4) 


Unbeaten Lammtarra 
is retired to stud 


Racing 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
AND SUE MONTGOMERY 

Lamm tarra’s brief and brilliant 
career is over. The chestnut colt 
who has compiled a racing 
record equalled only by the 
great Mill Reef was yesterday 
retired to stud. , 

The three-year-old is to stand 
at Newmarket’s Dalham Hall 
Stud, but what is British breed- 
ers’ gain is very much the pun- 
ters* loss. Lammtarra has had 
the shortest career (9min 
538sec) of any champion race- 
horse. After winning his only 
start ai two, he captured the hal- 
lowed treble of the Derby, the 
King George VI and Queen 
E&abeth Stakes and the Prixde 
l’Arc de Triomphe on his only 
three starts this reason. He was 
expected to prove his powers 
further in the Breeders’ Cup 


TUrf at Belmont Park later this 
month but yesterday that plan 
was abandoned. “He had a 
hard race in the Arc and the 
view we have taken is that the 
Breeders’ Cup is going to come 
too soon for him, Simon 
Crisford, the racing manager of 
Godolphin, under whose- ban- 
ner Lammtarra ran, said. 

“Of course it is a shame he 
won’t be racing again for the 
people. They won’t get the op- 
portunity to see more of him, 
but he really did not have that 
much more to prove. He won 
the three best races in the 
world and he beat all the best 
horses around. In his work and 
races be gave everything he had. 
He was a willing horse." 

As the season progressed, 
however, tales of Lammtarra’s 
increasing intractability began 
to emerge from Newmarket 
Some flesh was put on these 
rumours when the colt behaved 


erratically before the Arc. 
Godolphin insisted, though, 
that thfe has little to do with the 
horse’s retirement “His tem- 
perament did not come into the 
equation,” Crisford said. 

Lammtarra’s breeding is not 
suspect though. His sire was 
Nijinsky, a son of the legendary 
stallion Northern Dancer, and 
his dam was Snow Bride, who 
won the Oaks. He will com- 
mand a substantial fee to con- 
sort with around 50 of the 
world’s choicest broodmares 
next spring. By comparison, 
Nashwan, the 1989 Derby win- 
ner, has a £40,000 fee and 
Sadler’s Wells, the most expen- 
sive stallion in Europe, costs up- 
wards ol £100,000- 
But only five percent of hors- 
es. no matter bow well-bred or 

talented, make it as sta lfen s a nd 

Lammtarra win have to start 
from scratch in his new career. 

Racing, page 25 


Teenager fails drug test again 


Athletics 
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Usa de Vffliers, the 14-year-old 
South African banned for four 
years earlier this year for tak- 
ing an anabolic steroid, has 
tested positive again for the 
same substance. 

Banele Sindani, the Athlet- 
ics South Africa secretary gen- 
eral yesterday confirmed that 
de Vniiers, die youngest athlete 
to foil a drugs test, showed 
nandrokme again in her test on 
24 September. 

Sindani said that ASA 
"would like to believe" the 
presence of nandxolone was 
related to the test done in 

a m 


Aprfl, but said; “We will have 
to investigate the reasons for the 
positive test afresh." 

De VHlieis was banned after 
testing positive for nandrokme 
and the stimulant fencamfemine 
at the South African Junior 
Championships m ApriL She had 
competed in the Under-17 100 
metres, 200m and long jump. 

According to International 
Amateur Amletic Federation 
rules, athletes must be available 
for three out-of-competition 
tests during the banned period. 
The September test was the first 
of three for de VDliers. 

Diane Modahl, who gave 
birth to a ghi, Imani, on Sunday 
night, wifi, as expected, be re- 


quired to submit her doping case 
to IAAF arbitration, whose dop- 
ing cammisaon, meeting in Baris 
&is week, have endorsed tbe de- 
asm, taken in August ty the full 
Council to refer her case. 

There had been rumours 
that the death of leading com- 
mission member Prof Manfred 
Donike might alter federation 
policy on the Modahl case. 

Modahl’s husband, Vicente, 
and a medical expert. Professor 
Simon GaskiU, will be in Paris 
today hoping to persuade IAAF 
officials to inspect scientific ev- 
idence which led to a British 
Athletic Federation panel up- 
holding Modahl’s appeal 
against a four-year ban in July. 
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(Well nearly) 
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You’ve probably seen Whax&dc’s 
adverts in the colour supplements for 
many years. We’ve been setting die 
highest quality solid Teak, Oak and 
Rosewood furniture for 35 yeacc. 

Now we make you an amazin g offer 
100% Buy Bade 

Buy a dining suite from Whar&de 
now and you can return it in 5 years 
for foil credit against new furniture 
bought from us at char rime. So, if 
your Eutrily grows, or you move 
home, or you amply feel like a 
change of style, just crane and -recy- 
cle your furniture - and your money. 

Interest Free Credit" 

And if you want to spread cbe load, 
that’s no problem. 

Wturiside has branches in 
Shoreditch, Leatherfiead. Reading. 
Romford and Manchester, where 
you'll find fiinritanr to last you 3 
lifetime - if you want it to. If you 
don’t, just come back and scut the 
new miilenia with new furniture. 

Wdl that is Free Furniture isn’t 
it?.... (nearly). 
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